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CONTEMPLATIONS. 

LXXIX. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

§.. 

HITHERTO have we contemplated 
theej O Lord, in thy ftate of great hu- 
mility — thy mercy now vouchfafes us a 
glimpfe of that ineffable glory, whereof 
we can have no perfeSl idea on this fide 
heaven. When we accompany thee to 
mount. Tabor, we there behold thy ma- 
■jefly, fhining even in this region of thy 
(hame and abafement. What then, O 
what is the fplendour of thy ccleftial 

Vol. IV. B throne. 



2 THE THATTSTIGURATION. 

throne, the place where thine holinefs 
and thine honour dwelleth! Thou, 
who didft comnfiand thy chofen difci- 
ples to be filent on the lubjeft of thy 
transfiguration till thou v ert rifen from 
the dead, now thou art rifen and a- 
fcended wilt have it fpoken of through- 
put the world — that all mankind may 
acknowlege the fulnefs of the God- 
head dwelling in thee bodily — that from 
this temporary glory fome judgment may 
be formed of that which is everliafting. , 
" Verilv I fay unto you, there be 
*^ fome {landing here, who Ihall not 
" tafte of death, till they have leen the 
" Son of Man come in his kingdom/* 
Thine aft, O Saviour, is the beft com- 
ment on thy words. Peter, and the 
two fons of Zebedee, were they who 
tafted not of death, till their eyes had 
feen this heavenly image of the royalty 
of their glorified matter. The promifc 
is immediately followed by its perform- 
ance. 



THE TRANSFIGURATION. 3 

ance. They are called on to witnefs 
that fight, which the Chriftian Church 
views at this moment with the eye of 
faith — iht beholds the grandeur of her 
Lord and Saviour — fhe rejoices, and is 
glad. 

Tradition has ever affigned Mount 
Tabor as the place where this majellic 
fcene was dilplayed to the aftoniihed a- 
poftles. Surely the place itfelf was not 
chofen without fome myfterious import, 
as being itfelf an image and fymbol of 
that Heaven towards which it arofe. 
How many times did God appoint his 
afts of glory and magnificence to be 
done on thefe elevated ftations ! How 
often is the region of eternal bleflednefs 
defcribed under the name of the holy 
hHl of God ! On Kbreb he appeared 
to the great Shepherd of his people — 
on Sinai was the law delivered in all its 
fublimity. On . Moriah the voice of 
Jehovah bare witnefs to the triumphant 
B 2 faith 
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faith of Abraham — on Rephidim Mofes 
made interceflion with God to crown the 
arms of Ifrael with viftory and glory — 
on Ebal and Gerizim, the folcmn de- 
nunciations of the wrath of God againft 
finners, and his tender mercies towards 
his faithful fervants, were recited to the 
aflembled tribes — on Ramah and Gi- 
beah, the fons of the prophets received 
their vifions and revelations from God — 
on Carmel the prayer of Elijah called 
down fire from Heaven, when the 
Lord openly Ihewed his righteoufnefs 
in the fight of all the people. Who 
knows not, that on Mount Sion flood 
that Temple, which was the wonder of 
fo many ages, the excellency of holinefi 
and majefty ? " I will lift up mine 
*^ eyes unto the hillsy from whence 
" Cometh my help — my help cometh 
*^ from the Lord, who hath made hea- 
^^ ven and earth." 

He, 
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He, whofe immenfity filleth all fpace, 
knows no local diftindtions — he is not, 
as was once impioufly fuggefted, " a 
" God of the mountains, and not a 
" God of the vallies." But he would 
teach his peculiar people, that the mind 
fliould be raifed above the earth towards 
Heaven — that no intervening objeft 
fliould keep from our view thofe blifs- 
ful regions to which our faith and hope ' 
are direfted to afcend — that our devo- 
tions Ihould be performed in fuch a man- 
ner, and in fuch places, where the fanc- 
tity, and awfulnefs of the fcene may 
ftrike a kind of adoration into us — 
where divine meditation, and the fire of 
charity may lift up our prayers to God. 
If we would be transfigured with Christ 
we muft abandon all worldly thoughts, 
and feek thofe things which are above — 
we muft leave below the cares, diftraft- 
ions, anxiety, labour, forrow, fervitude 
of the body, while with the fpirit and 
B 3 with 



6 THE TRANSFIGURAXrON. 

with the underftanding alfo, we go^up 
and worlhip our God. 

Thus removed from the bufy eye of 
curiofityy the Saviour of mankind ap- 
peared to his favoured difciples in a ftatc 
of majefly and glory. His face did 
fhine as the fun — his raiment was bright 
as the light* The law and the prophets^ 
in the perfon of Mofes and Elias, ap- 
peared, and did homage to the Re- 
deemer. That Mofes, with whom the 
Almighty held converfe, as a man talk- 
eth to his friend — that Elias, to whom 
God manifefted himfelf in the. folitudes 
of the wildernefs, paid their united ado- 
rations to Him, of whom Mofes in the 
law> and the prophets did write — to 
Him, who came, not to deftroy, but 
to fulfil, their word. 

What comfort, what aflurance of 
future bleflednefs was thus afforded to 
thofe living witnefTes, who were prefent 
at this ftupcndous fcenel With what 

joy 
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joy did they behold thefe examples of 
the glory that fhall be revealed ! They 
faw in Mofes and Elias what themfelves 
Ihould be, after they had pafled through 
the grave, and gate of death. How 
could they fear being miferable, how 
could they be apprehenfive at the idea of 
diflblution ? If one went from the dead, 
it was urged> that he would impart con- 
vi6tion to the moft obdurate. It was 
urged in reply, that Mofes and the pro- 
phets bore teftimony of equal magni- 
tude and importance. Behold here 
Mofes, and the mighty prophet, and 
them too, come as it were from the 
dead! Behold, and confider that the 
faints of God are not loft, but de- 
parted — ^gone into a far country with 
their Lord, to receive a kingdom and 
to return. They fhall ftand at thelatter 
day upon the earth, when Jehovah 
fhall come with ten thoufand of his 
faints^ Nor is this the condition of Elias 
B 4 only^ 



8 THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

only, who was fnatchcd miraculoufly to 
Heaven — Mofes, who died and was bu- 
ried, is his affociate. And ihall none 
be feen with their God, but they who 
were prefent in Horeb, in Carmel, in 
Tabor ? When Christ who is our 
life (hall appear, then Ihall we alfo ap- 
pear with him in glory. We fhall not 
all fleep, but we fhall all be changed — 
while neither our fleep nor our change 
fhall feparate us from our God. O thou 
fervant of Christ, whether thou art 
called on to die, as on Mount Nebo, or 
whether the fiery chariot call thee, amidft 
the conflagration of a world, from this 
vale of mortality, remember that thou 
fhalt behold his prefence in righteous- 
nefs J that when thou awakeft up after 
his likenefs, thou fhalt be fatisfied with 
it : fo fhalt thou triumph over thy lafl 
and mofl dreadful enemy, difpelling all 
his terrours by the blifsful foretafle of 
glory. 

The 
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The amazed difciples (their fenfcs 
being overpowered by die magnificence 
of the fpeftacle before them) feem for a 
while td be loft in fpcechlefs extafy. 
Beholding unutterable things, they are 
entranced, as in fome heavenly vifion. 
Atlaft their joy and wonder find words — 
" Mafter, it is good for us to be here !'* 

But while their eyes are thus cheared 
with vifions of glory, what accents meet 
their ears? On what fubjeft do the 
great legiflator and the illuftrious pro- 
phet hold converfe with their Lord ! In 
the prefence of thofe difciples, who ftill 
fondly adhered to the expeftations of his 
temporal kingdom, they fpake openly of 
his deceafe — " they fpake of his deceafe, 
which he fliould accomplifh at Jeru- 
falem." How could the apoftles bear the 
idea of fuch a parting ? The throne of 
David was in their eye — how could they 
endure the fcandal^ of the crofs ? The 
fociety of their Mafter was their joy and 

life— 
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life — it was death to think of his depart- 
ure. Yet, O Lord, what a time doft 
thou fcledt for this announcing thy pat- 
fion ? When do thy bleffed faints de- 
clare the wonders of thy love, and the 
bitternefs of thine approaching fuffer- 
ings ? Even in the hour, when that 
face did fhine as the fun, which fhould 
afterwards be bruifed and Ipat upon— • 
when that head was encircled with glory, 
which Ihould be crowned with thorns — 
when thofe garments were bright and 
glittering, which fhould be torn and di- 
vided by thy rapacious and mercilefs ex- 
ecutioners — when thou waft adored by 
the fpirits of juft men made perfeft, who 
fhouldft be fcorned by the bafeft of 
men — in a word, when thou waft in- 
vcfted with the majefty of the eternal 
God, who fhouldft afterwards be ex- 
pofed to the utmoft extremity of re- 
proach, and fhame, and torture. O 
Lord, we learn by this great example 

the 
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the proper fubjeft of our moft folemn 

meditations. We will never forget thy 

mercy — ^we will at no period whatever 

Jofe fight of the wonders of thy love* 

Henceforth will we know nothing fave 

Jesus Christ, and Wm crucified. 

O Saviour, if thou wert fo glorious 
in Tabor, what art thou now in Hea- 
ven ? If this were the brightnefs of 
thine human nature, what is the excel- 
lence of thy Godhead ? Of this fulnefs 
we fhall all receive. Thou art our head, 
we are thy members. We are already 
delivered from forrow — hereafter fliall 
we be received unto joy. Thou fhak 
change our vile body, that it may be 
like unto thy glorious body. Thefe 
earthly tabernacles fhall be bright as the 
fun — heaven itfelf fliall be manifefl on 
our countenances — we fliall be clothed 
upon with immortality — and in our flefli 
we fliall fee God» 

Let 
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Let us therefore look on ourfelves, 
not fo much with contempt of what we 
are, and were, as in the joyful hope of 
what we Ihall be. And when our cour- 
age is tried by the change of our bodies 
from health to ficknefs, from life to 
death, let us comfort ourfelves with the 
aflurance o( tbis change, from duft to 
incorruption. We are not more fure of 
our grave, than of our transfiguration. 
*^ All the days of our appointed time 
" will we wait, till our change come." 
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LXXX. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

§ II. 

THE difplay of heavenly glory which 
flione around the difciples fcems almoft 
too magnificent for human nature to fuf- 
tain. Its effeft upon their minds mufl: 
be conceived — it cannot be painted or 
defcribed. Scarcely do they lift up their 
eyes to this manifeftation of the divine 
Majefty, when they cry, in broken ac- 
cents of rapture, " Mafter, Mafter, it 
"is good for us to be here!" They 
are anxious to prolong the ftay of their 
celeftial guefts — '^ Let us make here three 
'^ tabernacles — one for thee^ and one far 

« Mojesy 
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*' Mojesy and one for Elias. Her 
*' us abide, and all earthly hon 
^' riches, pleafures, glories, will be 
^' and contennptible. One day, 
*' moment in this blefled fociety is 
^' ter than a thoufand years fpent ii 
'' enjoyment of all that is dear or 
'^^ able to mortals." 

Lo, while they thus fpeak, a < 
overflbadows them. That cloud wj 
old the teftimony of God's prefcnc 
covered the mountain, the taberr 
the oracle. While it bore witne 
the majefly of Jehovah, it fignifiec 
fuch majefly was not for the eyes of 
to behold. Hereafter a day will c 
when we fhall have the light with( 
cloud, the clear vifion and fruitic 
God, without any manner of inter 
tion. With him is the well-fpri 
life — in his light we fhall fee light. 

What aflonilhment was ip the 
of the difciples, while they flood en( 

F 
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palled by that bright cloud, expe6ting 
fome miraculous event at the clofc of 
the heavenly vifion ! With what inex- 
preflible awe did they hear thofe facred 
words, refoundingin their ears — ** This 

*' IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I 
" AM WELL PLEASED HEAR HIM.'* 

They need not be told, whofe that voice 
was. The place, the words, the fubjeft 
evinced it. No angel of heaven could 
have prefumed to utter thofe expreflions, 
whereby the Lord God omnipotent 
bore witnefs to the Saviour of mankind. 
How gladly doth Peter afterwards re- 
peat them, to eftablifti and ftrengthen 
the faith and hope of his converts! 
'^ We have not followed cunningly- 
*' dcvifed fables, when we made known 
^* unto you the power and coming of 
" our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
*' EYE-WITNESSES of his Majcfly. For 
" he received from God the Father ho- 
•'iiour and glory, when there came 

'' fuch 
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" fuch a voice to him from the excellcfit 
^* glory. This is my beloved Son in whom 
" 1 am well pleafed. And this voice, 
" (which came from Heaven) We 
" HEARD, when we were with him in 
^ the holy mount." 

Twice did God (peak thefe words 
from Heaven — at the baptifm, and the 
transfiguration, of his Son. Here they 
are uttered as adireft and irrefragable tef- 
timony of the Mefliah. Mofes and Elias 
were fervants — or if fons, they were 
made fo by grace and adoption. Here 
is the eternal Son of the eternal Father, 
united with him in one tikr\cty fo be- 
loved, that in him, and for his fake, he 
is well pleafed with all mankind. Here- 
in is love, infinite, incomprehenfible as 
the God from whom it flows — love, not 
confined to the ever-blefled Jesus, but 
extended to his children, his difciples, 
his friends, his fervants — yea, to all 
mankind. Without Christ, there is 

nothing 



^ 
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nothing but enmity betwixt God and 
the foul — ^with' him, all is love and 
peace. Behold the Son of God, the 
reconciler of the world, the teacher and 
legiflator of his Church! Behold him, 
dennanding our faith, our love, our ado- 
ration, our obedience! O Lord, we 
obey, we love, we believe, we adore. 
The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is 
our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King, 
He will fave us. 

The bright cloud caufed wonder in 
the difciples — but the voice, though the 
voice of mercy, overpowered their mor- 
tal faculties. Who can blame a frail 
and perifliable creature for being thus 
affedted by the voice of his Creator ? 
Yet this word was merely an exhorta- 
tion to obedience unto life. O God, 
what (hall be the horrour and confterna- 
tion of thine enemies, when they hear 
the dreadful fentence of death ? Who 
ihall not be afraid in that awful hour. 
Vol. IV. C when 
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when they who have flighted the gra- 
cious invitations of thy love fliall call on 
the rocks to hide them froQi the terrour 
of thy judgments! 

The God of mercy pities our infirm- 
ities. While the difciples lay in a fliate 
of amazement, their whole fouls ab- 
forbed by what they had feen and heard, 
the voice of the Redeemer of mankind 
awakened and comforted them — " Arife, 
•^ and be not afraid!" That voice might 
well raife them from the earth, which 
ihall hereafter recal them from the 
grave. O Saviour, let thofe accents 
chear us, let that gracious hand be ex- 
tended to our relief J whether we arc en- 
tranced in forrow, or fleeping in vain 
fecurity, or even dead in fin, we fludl 
arife. 

" They looked up, and faw no man, 
lave Jesus alone." They faw Him, and 
doubdefs in his wonted form. All was 
now gone-— Moiesy Elias, the cloud, 

the 
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the voice, the radiant majefty. Hea- 
ven will not allow to earth any long con- 
tinuance of its glory. Conftant happi- 
nefs can only be looked for and enjoyed 
in thofc regions, where we fhall behold 
our Saviour in his unchangeable bright- 
nefs— vjrhere the light fhall be never 
clouded, never varied. 

Moses and Elias are gone— Christ 
only is left. The glory of the law and 
of the prophets was but temporary — it 
fndurcd but for a momcrit, that the 
bringing in of a better hope might be 
flioreconfpicuous, moreperfeft. Jesus 
Christ alone is the fame yefterday, 
and to-day, and for even They came 
hut to bear teftimony to the Meffiah, 
when that is done, they are vaniflied. 

But why fliould their departure oc- 
cafion any regret to the difciples, as 
long as their Mafter was yet with them ? 
Had Jesus been gone away, it had been 
little fatisfadtion to them, when they re- 
C 2 covered 
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covered their fcattered fenfcs, that 
Mofcs or Elias, or both, were yet on the 
mount. Their fociety, though glori* 
ous, could not have comforted them— 
their abfence affords not a moment's 
forrow. O Saviour, it matters not who 
is away, as long as thou art on our 
right hand to help and defend us. Thou 
art God all-fufEcient — ^while thou art 
our (hepherd, we can lack nothing: 
though we walk through the valley of 
the fhadow of death, we will not fear j 
for thou art with us. 

But, O blefled Lord, why are thine 
enraptured difciples compelled tofilence? 
Why may they not impart to their com- 
panions, why may they not publifh to 
the world, the majefty and greatnefs of 
their Lord? It is fufficient that thy 
wifdom gave the charge, which it had 
been impiety and madnefs to difobey. 
It is not for frail mortality to know the 
times and the feafons whica thou haft 

put 
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put in thine own power. The day was 
not far diftant, when thy rifing from the 
dead (hould take off all reftriftions — 
when the chofen witnefles of thy transfi- 
guration ftiould no longer be obliged to 
conceal the heavenly vifion ; but (hould 
be at full liberty to confirm the faith of 
thy Church, by recounting this prelude 
of thy glory. 

In the mean time they are prepared 
for the diftrefsful fcenes about to fol- 
low — « Let thele fayings fink down into 
** your ears — ^for the Son of man (hall 
*' be delivered into the hands of men." 
Be not difmayed, nor (haken in your 
faith, when you fee your Mafter be- 
trayed, tormented, bafely and facrile- 
gioufly murdered. Let not your hearts 
be troubled — ^ye believe in God — be- 
lieve alfo in me. Ye have feen a por- 
tion of my glory — be not difcouraged 
or offended, when ye (hall be once more 
felefted from your brethren to witnefs 
C 3 mine 
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mine agony. In that awful, that tre- 
mendous moment, remember the bright 
vifion on Mount Tabor, 

And can we then be ignorant, O Sa- 
viour, of the proper objeft of our hopes 
and defires ? Can we return to earth, 
after thefe fublime meditations, without 
the moft ardent afpirations after that 
heaven, which we have feen forefhadowed ? 
There we ftiall be admitted to the parti- 
cipation of thy bleffednefs— we fhall be 
received into the city of the living God^^ 
to the general affembly and Church of the 
firfl-born, to the fpirits of juft men made 
perfeft, to thee our gracious Redeemer, 
who fitteft on the throne of thy co-eter- 
nal Father. How can we be attached 
to thedelufions of the world, how can we 
dote on the mifery of this fading life, and 
not rather fly up to the felicity of faints, 
to the fociety of angels, to that blefled 
contemplation, when we Ihallfee God in^ 
himfelf, God in us, ourfelves in Him ? 

Th?r? 
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There fhall be no Ibrrow, no complaint^ 
no fear, no death. There no malice 
Aal] rife againft us, no mifcry afflift us, 
no hunger, thirft, wearinels, painful- 
ncfi, temptation, fhall fet themfelves in 
array againft us. There is reft from our 
labours, peace from our enemies, free- 
dom from our finsi How many clouds 
of anxiety darken the funfliine of our 
joy, while we remain here below ! Com- 
plaint of evils paft, fenfe of prefent, ap- 
prehenfion of future, fhare our lives a- 
mongft them. But there (haU we be al- 
ways joyful, always beholding the pre- 
fence of Him, who hath purchafed and 
prepared for us this unutterable glory. 

Heaviness may endure for a night, 
but joy Cometh in the morning. O my 
foul, is there an heaven ? is there a 
Saviour ? is there pure and perfeft fe- 
licity under the fhadow of his wings ? 
Lift up thine eyes to the everlafting 
bills— <ontemn the fpecious offers of the 
C 4 world— 
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world — acknowlcge its mifery and mu- 
tability — and fixing thy thoughts on 
the regions of eternal blifs, exclaim. 
Lord, it is good for us to be ti^ehe ! 
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Lxxxr. 

THE LUNATIC HEALED. 

WHEREFORE, O Lord, when 
thou didft return from the fcene of thy 
glorious transfiguration, were the people 
greatly amazed ? Why did they fly to 
thee with eager impatience ? Why falute 
thee with more than common venera- 
tion ? Was it not, that fome remains 
of glory overfhadowed thy countenance ? 
Was it not, that the form which veiled 
thy divinity bore teftimony to thy celef- 
tial origin! — that like thy great fore- 
runner, with whom* thou hadll been dif- 
courfing, when thou camefl: down fronri 

the 
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the mount, thy face (hined with 
than mortal radiance ? Thou o 
not, altogether, and in a moment 
veft thyfelf of thy fplendour. Wh< 
great luminary of heaven has fir 
his daily courfe, the eye ftill fixes 
with admiration on the vivid colo 
the twilight. 

While our Saviour was transfij 
en Mount Tabor, his drfciples wh 
mained in the valley had been in a 
of perplexity, and diftrefs. Three < 
followers were with him on thole he 
tranfported with joy at the mirac 
proofs of his Godhead — the reft we 
tempting, but in vain, to deli^ 
miferable demoniac from tormc 
frenzy. 

Much people had aflembled t 
tend on Christ, and they will n< 
part till he is came down fron 
mountain. Their patient alTiduit 
fained them on the Ipot whither 



I 
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zeal and devotion had originally led 
them. We are not worthy the name of 
his fervants, if we do not diligently 
fcek the face of our Mailer, and " tarry 
the Lord's leifure." 

After his. retirement from the world, 
to hold converfe with his eternal Father, 
and to receive the homage of Mofes and 
Elias, he returns into the plain to the 
multitude. He had been called apart 
forafeafon, to prayer, and contempla- 
tion—now he brings the gifts of healing, 
and imparts his divine inllruftions to the 
people. The minifters and ftewards of 
his myfteries may learn their duty from 
the example of their Lord — they muft 
either be preparing themfelves, or con- 
verting others — one while in meditation ; 
afterwards in aftion — alone, to ftudyj 
in the aflembly to preach. They muft 
give attention to " readings as well as to 
cirfiortation and dodtrine. " 

MosEs, 
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Moses, when he came down from 
the hill, heard the ftiouts of idolatry in 
the valley — Christ is aflailed by (he 
noife of tumultuous difcord. The fcribcs 
were engaged in vehement controverfy 
with his difciples — they faw the Matter 
ablent, they faw apart of his train left 
behind, and they eftcem this a proper 
moment for their aflaults. The chil- 
dren of darknefs avail themfelves of all 
advantages ; ftill do they direft their 
weapons at the moft defencelefs. If we 
are for a moment removed from Him 
whom our foul loveth, we are buffeted 
with powerful temptations. 

Our Saviour, while yet on the hill, 
well knew what was pafllng in the val- 
ley — he haftens to the fupport of his 
difciples. As the darknefs flies before 
the dawn, as the cloudy vapour is dif- 
pelled by the funbeam, fo do thefe cavils 
vanifh at the prefence of Christ. Ne- 
ver was it more conlpicuous than at this 

moment, 
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moment, that mankind in beholding him 
faw the glory of the only- begotten of the 
Father. Inftead of oppofition, they are 
on their knees — here are now no quar- 
rds, but humble falutations — malice, 
envy, prejudice itfelf is huflied in filent 
awe. 

The folemn paufe is interrupted by 
the earneft fupplications of an afflifted 
parent. He had in vain applied to the 
difciples ; whofe inability to afford him 
relief had doubtlefs expofed them to the 
fcom, and farcafms of the envious fcribes. 
He now, with better hope of fuccefs, 
cafts himfelf at the feet of JesuIs. Whom 
will not forrow make both humble, and 
eloquent ? The cafe was a cafe of more 
than common diftrefs ; and it was de- 
fcribed accordingly. The child is luna- 
tic — and that not merely from natural 
diforder, but from the pofleffion of a 
cruel and mercilefs fpirit, which vexed 
him with inceffant torture — a fpirit, 

which 
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whichj triumphing in fuccdsfiil i 
nity, yielded not to the delegated 
of die fervants of Christ. *^ I be! 
" thy difciples to caft him out, 
•* they could not — therefore, 
" have tbou mercy on my fon." 
fpair of other help fends us immec 
to the God of our falvation. 
only was the parent's refuge. 
*^ ftrong man armed" had feized ( 
child— none but a ftronger tfia 
could difpoflefs him. O God, fp: 
wickedneflcs are ever ready to i 
our fouls — all hunian help is i 
cient — thy mercy, combined wit 
power, can alone effeft our deliver 
Who can liften, without Ihudd 
to this tale of woe, to the recital c 
ferings like thefe? Frenzy has 
poffeflion of this miferable youtl 
fury is feconded by the malignant 
which at one time bereaves him • 
intelle6ts, at another reftores thei 
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his torment — at one time exhibits him a 
fearful Ipe&acle of raging madnefs, 
foaming, and gnafhing his teeth — at 
another, languifhing and pining away in 
melancholy dejc6kion— cafts him; fome- 
timcs into the fire, ibmetimes into the 
Wcr — (but rather for torture than dif- 
patch — it was too much mercy to let 
him die at once) rejoices in the corhpli- 
catcd miichief, which he had brought on 
the creature of God. O Saviour, what 
tticmies have we to encounter? how 
unequal are tre to the conflid, without 
thy gracious aid ! Blefled be that tri- 
umph of thine, which deprived the prin- 
cipalities and powers of darknefs of their 
ufurped dominion, and brought light 
and falvation to thy people ! 

Who can liften, without (huddering, 
to this tale of woe ? But fhall we be 
mfenfible of thofe ftill mor^ grievous 
Diiferics, wherewith Satan endeavours to 
overwhelm our fouls i Lo, he fceks to 

caft 
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caft US into that fire, whofe cverlafl 
burnings know no intermiflion — to 
traft and torture us with inordiJ 
cares and forrows — -to make us n 
with inefFeftual ftruggles, at the 
Aiding hand of our God— or pine 
languifti in a ftate of fpiritual decay, 
viftims of mifery and delpair. 

The unhappy father had not r 
lefted the nieans of his fon's recover 
he had brought him to the difciplc 
Christ, not as feeking them, but tl 
Mafter. In the myfterious abfeno 
Christ, he fought for his remed] 
their hands. Often had they preva 
over the fpirits of difobedience — ol 
had they exultingly declared, " L( 
" even the devils are fubjeft to us 
" thy word." With a degree of co 
dence therefore had the fuppliant 
drefled them — and now how does 
heart fink within him, when he fii 
that his hope is fruftrated ? " T! 

CO 
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could not caft him out/' No doubt» 
At di&ipks laid their wonted charge on 
this ftubbom fpirit— that charge, which 
hitherto had never been without its effi- 
tacy. With the utmoft grief and con- 
ftcrnation they behold themfelves baffled 
"ind avwpowcred, even in the prefence 
of dicir infulting enemies. Scarcely was 
the father of the demoniac more trou- 
bled at this event than themfelves. Per- 
haps they feared, that their Matter had 
(widi himfetf) withdrawn that power 
^ich he had commiffioned them to ex- 
<rcife. They knew not the purpofe of 
iis departure, or the time of his return. 
Was he afcended into the heavens like 
<hc prophet of old, and had he forborne 
to leave a portion of his ipirit upon his 
fcllowers ? 

When Mofes went up into the mount, 
Ae faith and piety of the Ifraelites va- 
^ilhed with their guide. The followers 
^ Christ were not thus unmindful of 

Vol. IV. D their 
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their duty — ^but the God whom Acf 
fenred would neverthdcls make them 
remember his own fuprcmacy. He is 
no lefs glorified in our difappointmenCi 
than in our fuccefs. If his graces wcr< 
always at our command^ they woul 
feern naturally our own, and would C3* 
cite a far lefs degree of gratitude to the 
Author — now we are juftly held in 3 
awful dcpendance on that gracious han^ 
which gives, but excites not vanity- 
denies, but leads not to defpair. 

The father of the demoniac com 
plains not of the difciples' inability t 
help — it had been injurious to have cor: 
fidered as a crime, what they felt and 1^ 
mented as a misfortune — it was no fai^ 
of theirs, that his hope, and their ct 
deavours were fruitlefs. In his addr^ 
to our Lord he merely alleges the ftul 
bornnefs, and laments the invincible oJ 
ilinacy, of that evil Ipirit. 
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And will not a companionate Saviour 
mend his accuftomed mercy to this af- 
ffifted parent, and his miferable child ? 
Will not that gracious voice ipeak com- 
fort to the troubled foul, and mitigate 
thofe heart-rending forrows ? Alas, what 
do we hear ? — >" O faithlefs and perverfc 
^' generation, how long fhall I be with 
^' you ? how long (hall I fuffer you ?" O 
Saviour, a bruifed reed thou wouldft not 
treak— thou wouldft not add more for- 
TOW to an heart that was grieved — the 
tavils of thy malignant enemies, cavils 
too eagerly liftened to by the impatience 
<>f forrow, occafion thefe expreffions of . 
juft difpleafure. 

But foon fhall that faith be revived, 
^hich the fuggeftion of infidelity had 
•caufed to droop — he who had for a time 
'^een tempted to defpair, fhall fuddenly 
^^ awakened to joyful hope — " Bring 
*^ thy fon hither — if thou canft believe, 
D 2 *' all 
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'^ all things are poflible to him that 
'' licvcth." 

What a happy change is he 
" How long^ (hall I fufFcryou? — Bj 
** him hither to me." The one i 
a word of anger, the other of favo 
his indignation does not impede his 1: 
venly goodne(s. In the midft of ju 
ment he remembers, he exercifes, nr 
cy — his fun fhineth in the midft of 
ftorm. Whether he fmile or frown 
is all for one purpofc, that he may f 
port the weak, and convince the < 
obedient. O blefled Saviour, whit 
fhould thy miniflers dired the po^ 
which thou haft given them, but to i 
fication, and not to deftrudlion ? Ti 
are phylicians — they are not exccutit 
ers: they give medicines to heal, 
poifons to kill. Till that day, when 
all righteous Judge fhall fay to- 
wicked, " Depart from me," it is 
.office of his ambafladors to invite th 

w 
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with tender entreatiesj to the participa* 
tion of mercy. 

Already have thefe coals of fice 
melted the heart of this anxious fuppli- 
ant. Tears of penitential forrow burft 
from his eyes— " Lord, I believe — help 
** thou mine unbelief. Pity and forgive 
^'a wretched father, whom excefs of 
** mifery has betrayed into a momentary 
" diftruft — ^let not my infirmities pre— 
" vent the reftoration of my child. O* 
"gracious and holy prophet,, vifit not 
'* my faults on him!** 

The youth is brought into the midfl:,, 
that the fcribes.themfelves might witnefs 
lH)ththe conflift, and the viftory — the 
^ty\\\% rebuked, and driven out — that 
powerful fpirit which would not obey the 
commands of the difciples, ftoops to the 
voice of the Mafter — the almighty 
Word which in the beginning caft him 
Q^tof Heaven^ can eafily remove him 
from an earthly tabernacle. If the Lord 
D3 rebuke: 
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rebuke thee, Satan, how canft thou d 
otherwife than flee ? 

The difciples, troubled at their o^ 
want of fuccefs, anxioufly enquire i 
reafon : litrie imagining diat they (hou 
hear their unbelief afljgned as the cau 
of their difappointment. Had they n< 
been deficient in faith> they had m 
been deficient in power. Meanwhi 
they muft pray to God that they ma 
have the vidtory — they muft faft, t 
make this prayer more efiedkual. W 
cannot now command-^but we can fa 
and pray. Our God hath not withdraw 
from his fervants the means of quencl 
ing the fiery darts of the wicked. 
we are inverted with chriftian armoi 
Jehovah will fight for us — Satan cai 
not prevail againft us. 
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BETHESDA. 

IN the var'ious aftions of his life, our 
blcffed Saviour was an example not only 
of moral virtue, but of religious obedi- 
ence. The law enjoined every Hebrew 
to prefent himfelf three times in the year 
before the Lord. Though as a Son, 
he might have pleaded exemption from' 
distribute of fervice, he would not omit 
one of thofe ceremonies which himfelf 
had enjoined. Thus did it become him 
to fulfil all righteoufnefs, whatever dan- 
gers might attend on the cxercife of his 
duty. He had been conftrained to de- 
part from Jerufalem, through the ma- 
lice of thofe enemies, who fought his 
D 4 lifa 



fific, c*er he had ycc accompEfi] 
ivorkof Him that fiait him — hei 
turns, unappalkd by every dan^ 
gaidk&of all the finy of his 2 
ries — ^ In the Ycdume of the bo 
^ written of me^ I ddig^t to 
« win, O my God— yea, thy 
« within my heart.** 

O Lord, how wonderful 2 
works, whcdier performed in th( 
nary courfe of thy [Mt>vidence, or 
immediate inttrference <^ thine al 
power, or by the miniftry of th 
angels ! Every where we find ju 
of aftonifliment, juft fubjcft of 
tion. In particular, how didf 
vouchfafe to diiplay thy miracles 
peculiar people, notwithftandinj 
blindnefs and apoftafy! If the 
not done among them works 
no other nation beheld — if tho 
not revealed thyfclf to them,, in 2 
ner which no other nation ever 
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encddy t&ey had not exhibited fuch a 
fearful example of obduracy and ingra- 
titude. Now " hav^ they both feen and 
^ hated bojdi thee and thy Father"— 
dihough the works which were wrought 
among them bore fuch witnefs to the 
truth — although the demonftrations of 
% power were fuch as called for univer- 
sal conviftion from mankind. 

The miraculous waters of Bethefda 
fixed on. their brink a multitude of fuf- 
ferers. There,, in anxious expeftation,, 
they waited for that moment, which 
Should bring comfort to one, difappoint- 
Blent to multitudes. When the trou- 
bled ftate of the waters announced that 
the heavenly vifitant had bellowed on 
them their medicinal virtue, thefc jea- 
lous competitors rufhed forward with 
^cr impatience, in hope of that gift 
of healing which awaited him who firft 
plunged himfelf into the ftream. Bleffed 
Lord, how vaft, how unlimited are thofe 

mercies. 
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mercies, which the bringing in of 
better hope fecured to thy creature 
The grace of God which bringeth f 
vation hath appeared unto all m 
** Whofoever will, let him come a 
** take of the waters of life freely. 
" my Father's houfe are many mj 
" fions. Come unto me all ye that 
*' hour and are heavy laden, and I i 
5* give you reft.** 

Among thefe companions in mifi 
our Saviour beholds a wretched m 
who for eight and thirty years had fi 
ported life under circumftances wh 
feemed to render it an almoft intolera 
burden. Alas> what called this unha] 
fufferer to the waters of Bethefda? W 
reafonable ground of expeftation co 
he poflibly entertain, that Jhis endeavc 
would be crowned with fuccefs> in a t 
which depended on perfonal fpeed 
aftivity ? Others, afFcfted in a difFei 
manner, muft neceflarily have the j 

ferei 
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ferencc. Vain muft be the attempts of 
one bowed down to the earth by painful 
infirmity to outftrip his fellows. Yet 
ftiD does he perfift — ftiH does the energy 
of hope teach him to remain at that fpot, 
where alone he deemed a pojjibility of 
cure to be expected. He perfifts, and 
continues his anxious labour — each re- 
turning feafon bringing along with it 
frcih hopes, and frefti difappointment. 

YE that are afflided with fpiritual 
difeafes, come to that living fountain 
which is opened for fin, and for unclean- 
nefs. Approach the well-fpring of life — • 
Aofe never-failing ilreams whofe virtues 
are not temporary, whofe bleflings are 
not confined to one competitor — where 
every one that aflceth, receiveth, and 
he that feeketh, findeth, and none who 
^Pply with faith are fent empty and de- 
'P^iring away. Do ye complain of the 
'^indnefs of your ignorance ? Here 
ftallye receive clearnels of fight — Of the 

infir- 
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T- hiuL jcam x fri Tjpfh of gijce — 
jr r» Tunnraxs sq a» y of paflkm ? 
itr? >peft::r ri f^ oniUed fiHil— Of 
i>lg. e A hpguorof your 



'i 



:e^ I3C pncrr : berr s uir^aiid ftrcngdi, 
ire A ^i. CT ftdy c«rod to jrour aoxpC* ji 
ATCf. WlasijciRE- firfciwis whatfocver .; 
CLT^rr* mbdocTcr ivrow there bc^ J 
cxDe ro T-ccr S^Tioiav swi be healed* I 
Trr rna: bc^, jts at Bethefila» the ^ 
G.^i" ^^'ili aope vin excrdfc the patience i 
oi his icTTAars* He will have us fcnfi- 
b> oc" tr.e varoe of tkoic bleflings wc fo- 
lic::, that when ther are imparted to us, 
yre may both enjoy iliem, and praife his 
mercy, the more. How envioufly did 
thele luferers at the medicinal ftream 
look on each other as rivals! How did 
they watch, and fufpeft, and fcrutinize, 
and ftruggle for a preference! How, 
like the jealous candidates for earthly 
honours, did they eftecm their expefta* 

tion 
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tion icTelf to be mifery, and their diiap- 
poinanen^ torture! But he who com- 
mits His way unto the Lord mufthope 
fitfthdle gifts which he beftows at his 
own dmCy and in fuch a manner as is 
good jn his fight. Here is no virtue^ 
no fuccels without patience. O that 
men would thus tarry at the true Be- 
thcfd^, the houfeof the Father of mer- 
cies and of all comfort — O that men 
would " wait for thy loving-kindnefa^ 
*' LoRb, in the midft of thy tem- 
**ple!'' Did they diligently attend 
thine ordinances, did they value their 
own happinefs aright, they could not 
fail of thofe bleflings, which thou haft 
covenanted to beftow. Alas, here and 
here only, are they faint, remifs and in- 
dolent ! If their temporal welfare is to 
be confulted, they tarry long, and en- 
dure patiently, and toil, that they may 
toil yet longer; fubmitting to certain 
inifery for the fake of a few uncertain 
^ days 
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days ofh^pinefs. Why is it not th 
theibul? The wretched patient at! 
da, without even the probable m 
ilipportor comfort, woiild yet a 
yet labour, to attain the objeft 
wifhes. And can we not, bleffed 
can we not then be equally folic: 
accomplifh the work of our fal 
Can we not be as ardent in our 
vours forourfpiritual recovery ? 
can be more important — ^what ol 
moment — ^what better defervij 
moft animated exertions, than tl 
of the high calling of God in ^ 
Jesus ? 

Our Saviour, when he beh 
child of forrow, when in accents 
ing-kindnefs and tender mercy h 
as one that was touched with th( 
of his infirmity, did not aflc the < 
without effeft. He did not kir 
Ipark of hope in a fufFerer's bi 
check it by fubfequent delpain ( 
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the power of God, faid unto the fick 
man " Arise" — and he arofe. 

And wilt thou then, O firmer^ be 
made whole ? Look unto Jesus, the 

* Author and Finifher of our faith, and 
thou fhalt be faved. Though thou art 
bowed down to the earth with infirmity, 
ftooping under thy grievous burden- 
though thy fin hath taken hold on thee, 
that thou art not able to look up, de- 
priving thee of that privilege which the 

. moft high God bellowed on man at his 
creation — turn not a deaf ear to that 
.gracious voice. Be not too hafty in 
pronouncing thyfelf free from all fpirit- 
ual ficknefs, when it may be that the 
■deadly contagion is making rapid ad- 
vances to thine heart. Say not, "there 
is peace, and fafety/* while thou art en- 
compafled about with an hoft of ene- 
n^ies. What haft thou to do with peace, 
fo long as the forceries of fin prevail 
•againft thee, and her withcrafts are fo 
«iany ? How 



Hov dor to faunan nature i 
hrcathoffife! hov ftroi^y has di( 
dx)r of our hfing attached us t 
iAexlCt^ though acco mpto icd with 
orcumfiancc of paun and miloy 
SaTMUTy if that 1^ wluch nuifi 
kx^ be (liccBtded by deadi, is thu 
oous to us, how [Hcdous, how i 
mable is that life which thou hafl 
chafed for us, the inheritance of e 
.^ory in thine heavenly kingdom i 
^ef, no pain a^)proaches» to aSe6t 
unfiiUicd joys which are to be foi: 
thy prcfencc. We embrace, O I 
we hold faft the blcfled hope of 
lafting life, given unto us by thee ! 

But who (hall prefume to did; 
the Almighty the precife time or 
ner in which he (hall work our de 
ance ? The fufferer before us i: 
healed by thofe miraculous water 
which alone he looked for his rccc 
Relief and falvation arc afforded h 
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thcr, and ftill brighter form. Shall we de- 
ipair of attaining thofe heavenly gifts, 
after which we are permitted to afpire ? 
Shall we be petulantly impatient, or as 
petulantly defpairing ? Know we not, 
that tribulation worketh patience, and 
patience, experience — and experience, 
hope— and that hope maketh not a- 
Ihamed ? . Though the blefling be for 
a while delayed — though fpiritual com- 
fort may not be afforded at the moment 
when our folicitude would expeft it, yet 
fliall it furely come, and Ihall not tarry 
beyond its appointed time. What God 
hath promifed, he is both able and will- 
ing to perform. If our earlier days 
have been vifited with every fpecies of 
diftrefs— -if our fouls and bodies have 
been brought low unto the earth, yet 
the clouds which overcaft the meridian 
of oar life may difappear towards its 
^ening, and our fun may go down in 
brightnefs and ferenity. 
VquIV. E OSa- 
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O Satiour, thou art no long 
verfant in perfbn with mankind, 
art returned to the participation 
ineffable glory, wherewith the 
invefted, "before tf*c mountain 
brought forth, or ever the earth 
world were made," But art thou 
prefent, in thy holy word, in th^ 
ordinances ? There doft thou ; 
to us — there doft thou addrefs t 
fering children with the fame 
and the fame power, that called t 
guilhing fufferer at Bethefda frc 
jow to joy, from weaknefs to ft 
from anguifli of heart to tranff 
gratitude. Wherefore then flioulc 
be afraid, O my foul, m the day 
verfity? Why do fearfulnefs an< 
bling come upon thee, and an! 
Wmhi dread overwhehn thee? O tarr 
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IE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 

HE life of Christ was a life of in- 
nt labour. In the day he was in 
:emple — in the night in the mount 
Olives. His retirement was for 
er — his public appearance was for 
ching. The multitude were yet di- 
1 in their fentiments. While fome 
ved his word, there were too many, 
vhom no impreflSon had been made 
he repeated demonftrations of his 
ipotence. Among the fcribes and 
ifees in particular all was malice 
hoftility, Meflengers were fent, 
iiborned to apprehend him ; never- 
fs he returned to the temple. Lord, 
E 2 thine 
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what they arc aware is dedded I 
their accuftomed boaft> " Wc arc I 
•* difciples — wc know that God 
" by Mofcs/' Gladly would the 
our Saviour to cx>ntradi£t their gri 
gi(lator> that they might take adv; 
of his contradi£iion. It is the 
mon endeavour of the enenues of 
to fet the law in oppofition to th 
pel ; but they fhall never be able 
fcA it by all the fophiftry of r 
God hath joined them together- 
cannot put them afimder. The 
firm and indiflbluble aflbciates i 
fpeaks for the other, each eftal 
the other. Mofes was faithful as 
vant — Christ, as a Son. Th 
was our fchoolmafter to bring uj 
Chrfst— He came not to deftro 
to fulfil. While by him, and hinr 
all that believe are juftified, the 
neverthelefs holy, and the comi 
ments holy, and juft and good* Eve 
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nmft we adhere to the iw^r^/ law, if we 
would have our part in the bringing in 
of a better hope. So fhall Mofes lead us 
to Christ, and Christ to glory. 

Had the Pharifees propofed this 
queftion with an honeft heart, in fincerc 
4efire of information, the reference had 
been wife, and laudable. Whither 
ftould we have recourfe, O Lord, but 
• to thee, the Word of thy Father, the 
teacher of thy Church ? But here it 
was far otherwife. They came, not to 
learn, but to tempt — and to tempt, 
that they might accufe. They had re- 
marked our Saviour's readinefs to annul 
thofe falfe comments, which their pre- 
sumptuous fcribes had added to the law. 
They had feen his gracious and merci- 
M difpofition leading him on fome oc- 
cafions to afts, which their (crupulous 
bigotry deemed contrary to the law. He 
l^ad touched a leper — had healed on the 
^bbath — ^had felefted for his difciples 
E 4 tw« 
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two acknowleged publicans. Ho^ 
he efcapc this artful (faratagem 1 
muft either fecond the decree of I 
by fentencing this woman to deal 
contradia that decree by difmiffi 
unpunifhed. If he command hei 
ftoned, he lofes die honour of his 
j|t cy — if he pronounce her acqiritt 

lofes the honour of his juftice. 
away either of thefe, and he can 
Saviour. 

O THE folly of vain men, feek 
beguile wifdom itfelf ! At firfl, . 
and negleft fhall confound thei 
laft, the . word (hall be fpoken t( 
convi£tion. Our Saviour Hoops 
|j 1 1' and, without vouchfafing an anf 

•j ll thefe malicious and bufy cavillers^ 

«S J his finger he traces charafters c 

i I ! ground, as though he heard ther 
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on their pait^ and led their eagernefs in^ 
to juftly-deferved (hame. 

The more reluftance they obferved ] 

in Christ, the more do they prefs him 

with wearifome importunity. At lengdi, 

compelled to fpeak, he raifcs himfelf j 

and fince their vehemence will not bear 

denial, gives them fuch an anfwer, as 

they litde expeded to hear. " He that is 

" without Jin among you, let himfirft cafi 

" a ftone at her. There is not one of 

" you, but is as guilty as Ihe whom 

" you accufe. But your crimes are 

" veiled in fecrefy, hers are brought 

'* forth to light. You have ipore need 

" to make your own peace by repent- 

" ance, than to urge feverity againfl: 

" another. If death be her due, let not 

** the fentence be executed by thofe un- 

** hallowed hands — ^your hearts know, 

' that ye are worthy, not to infli^^ but 

* to/z^j^r, punilhment." 

What 
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What do we hear? Thcfe fc 

and Pharifees were noted for their t 

ordinary and unexanipled holixi 

their demeanour was not merely in< 

five, but fanAified, and auftere 

that all-feeing eye hath'difcovered 

wickednefs in thefe fpecious profi 

What fecret is there> which our 

fearcheth not out ? Tho\:^h we 

into the deepeft concealment, his ] 

follows us — he obferves all our a6ti< 

no bolts, no darknefs can bring i 

ity — how then can we dare to of 

Thofe crimes which from length o 

are forgott,en even by ourfelvei 

held in remembrance before our 

Fearfully fball he recal them to ou: 

mory, and fhall make us pofle 

fins of our youth. " Thefe thing 

" thou done, and I kept filence 

*' thou thoughteft wickedly, that 

" even fuch an one as thyfelf ; 
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* will reprove thee, and fet before thee 
^ the things which thou haft done.'* 

WONDERFUL tranfition from arro- 
gance to rcmorfe! When the Pharifees 
heard the voice of Christ, hypocrify 
itfelf is thunderftruck, and malice can 
maintain the conteft no longer. Thefe 
zealous aflertors of the law, afliamed, 
felf-convid:ed, <^ went out one by one> 
beginning at the eldeft even unto the 
laft." A man can no more refift the 
ftings of confcience, than he can refift 
the power of God. He whofe fubftitute 
is placed in our bofom, directs it to ac- 
cufe — there is no denial, when we are 
thus declared guilty. If our heart con- 
^i^mn us, in vain are we acquitted by 
the world. No wicked man needs to 
fek out of himfelf for a judge, an ac- 
^fer, a witnefs, a tormentor. 

No fooner do thefe hypocrites hear of 
theiroffences from the mouth of Christ, 
Aanthey are gone — had they been ftruck 

with 
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true rcmorlc, they would radiei 
fallen upon their knees, and fiudj ^^ \ 
*' we know and feel that thou canl 
** our moft fecret fins — this argi 
" divine omnifcience. Thou tl 
" able to difcern our faults, art al 
*^ to remit them on our repentant 
" pardon the iniquity of thy ferv 
" thou haft accufed, do thou a. 
^ folve!" But an obdurate mi 
neither bear the mention of his fir 
the prefence of his Saviour. Th( 
rifees turn their backs on the he 
monitor, and flee. Thou blind 
fee, couldft thou as eafily flee fro 
wrath, and from the vengeance o: 
there would be at leaft fome fhai 
cxcufefor thy departure — but wl 
him we live and move, and ha^ 
being, what doeft thou ? whithei 
thou ? Thou mayft banifh thyfel 
his mercy — from his judgments 
canft not efcape. . 



It 
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rs is kft alone* His perfedt and 
innocence, which knew no fin, 
not fi-om the teft propofed by 
'. The word was addreffed to 
bes and Pharifecs j they departed 
7 confternation from the temple, 
yet ftood the wretched adulterefs. 
light have retired, like her ac- 
-none conftrained her ftay — but 
lich fent them away, rivetted her 
fpot, Conscience. She knew 
er tranfgreflion was publicly de- 
d, and could not be denied even 
felf — fattened there by her own 
g heart, fhe awaits her doom in 
ing. 

fooner had our Saviour put to fi- 
le vaunts of his hypocritical op- 
s, than he returned to his firft 
of feeming inadvertency — " a- 
i {looped down and wrote on the 
I/' He now lifts up himfelfi and 
agh he had not been aware of the 

con- 
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confcqucnccs of his own dtdfior 
*' Woman, where are thine aa 
** Hath no man condemned thee 

O THOU that art heavy ladcj 
the infupportable burden of th 
whither fhouldft thou betake i 
but to the prcfence of thy Sa 
Couldfl; thou chufe thine own : 
to whom wouldft thou flee? ] 
are they, who when convinced o 
miferable depravity, can at once 
thcmfelves to that Judge, who i 
Advocate, their Redeemer, their S 
their Ranfom, their Peace. 

In a ftate of fiuduation betweej 
and fear, the criminal expefted hei 
fion — hope, in that her accufers 
gone ; fear, in that (he knew wh 
had deferved at the hands of juftice 
yet the law was not abrogated I 
atonement of Christ. Had fei 
paffed legally. He, who would nc 
trude on the office of others, wou 
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have oppoicd others in the execution of 
thofc righteous decrees, once delivered 
by hitnfelE Now, under thefe unex- 
pcfted circumftances, his heavenly mer- 
cy hath its perfeft work. Not that he 
would palliate the enormity of guilt — 
not that he would blanch over this fla- 
g^t oSence by a too gende reprimand. 
But he who once faid, " Who made 
** me a ruler and divider among you ?" 
iaidalfo, " Neither do I condemn thee." 
He came, not to be an arbiter of civil 
caufes, nor a judge of criminal, but a 
Redeemer of mankind — he came, not to 
deftroy the body, but to fave the fouU 
Such was his care toward this miferable 
offender — " Go, and fin no more." 
"iow can we fufficiently magnify thy 
Joodnefs, O blefled Lord, who, far 
^*om taking pleafure in the death of a 
nner, cameft fo to fave, that thou 
i"geft our unkindnefs for being mifera- 
ae~" Why will ye die, O houfe of 
'' Ifrael?'* But 



But, O thou Son of God, 
thou wouldft not then be a Judg 
wilt hereafter be. In thy firft 
thou wouldft not enter into ji 
with thy fervants — at thy fecond 
a world (hall ftand before thy 1 
Thou ihalt come in the glor] 
Father, with thy holy ang< 
flialt judge every man accordinj 
works. That we tnay not hear 
rible voice fpeaking unto us, * 
*^ curfed," let us now hear thy 
mercy, " Go, and sin no moi 
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THE THANKFUL PENITENT. 

THE Pharifces were univerfally 
faiown to be the proud enemies of 
Christ— men intoxicated with their 
own fancied fuperiority — haughty and 
Contemptuous toward others — ^fevere in 
their manners, but hypocrites in heart — 
ftria feftaries, but perfons deftitute of 
true and vital religion. Yet even among 
thefe fome were found, exempt from the 
general cenfure of '^ defpifing the coun- 
sel of God againfl: themfelves.'* They 
could not only boaft of Nicodemus and 
Gamaliel as their own, but could fur- 
nifti another of their number, who was 
not fo far blinded by prejudice, as to be 

Vol. IV. F infenfible 
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infenfible of the honour and happinefs 

derived from the prefence of our Lord. - 

The Saviour of mankind knew no ^ 

mean and partial diftindtions. Whether \ 

it were Pharifee or Publican who fpak^ j 

his heart rcfufed not their proflFers ofl 

friendfhip and hofpitality. Thus (£d; 

his wifdom and mercy induce him to be 

all things to all men9 that he mi^C 

fave the more. Thy harbinger^ 

blefled Jesus^ was rigid in manner and 

difpofition^ profefTedly harlh and au-' 

ftere — thine own demeanour was gendc- 

nefs, and courtefy itfelf. Each chara&cr 

befitted him who bore it. John was t 

preacher of repentance — Thou, the great 

author of comfort and falvation. He 

prepared the heart for the reception of 

grace — thou didft freely and liberally 

impart it. And fhall we not, after thine 

example, endeavour by all honeft means 

to win the fouls of mankind to thee? 

Shall we not ftrive to recover thoft 

frort 
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the fnare of the epemy, who are ta- 
aptive by him at his will ? How 
is that pride, or that prejudice, 
. leads us to (land aloof, and facri* 
ur charity, that we may avoid con- 
ation ! If we can, without en- 
ring our own fouls, imprefs on 
larts of finncrs a fenfe of their duty, 
iibiting virtue in its moll amiable 
then do we walk in the fteps of 
who fcrupled not to fit down to 
in the Pharifee's houfe. 
HiLE the Saviour of the world was 
ting his divine inftruftions, and 
5 them to the capacity of his hear- 
ihold, " a woman that was a fmner" 
ached that threfhold, where, but 
* prefence of Jesus, (he had little 
peft, fave the extreme of rigorous 
r. They who valued themfelves 
lir own righteoufnefs could not but 
from acknowleged guilt. What a 
was a notorious fmner, to one who 
F 2 looked 
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The place was not more unpropitious 
than the time. The houfe of a Pharifee 
was not more improper for a finner, 
than the tears of a penitent were ill- 
fuited to the hour of festivity. " To every 
thing there is a feafon"— what could be 
more difcordant^ than forrow in the 
ffiidftofjoy? Alas, thefe trifling con- 
fiderations have no weight with an anxi- 
ous foul, which would make its peace 
with Heaven, The heart which has 
felt the ftingsof remorfe, and is earnefl:ly 
defirous of pardon, hath no power to 
delay the expreflion of what it feels, and 
cannot be confined to common terms, 
and circumftances. 

Whence then was this zeal, this fer- 
vency ? Doubtlefs fhe had heard from 
Ac mouth of Christ, in his divine ad- 
monitions to the people, many gracious 
invitations to the troubled and afHifted 
foul. She had feen him amidft Publi- 
cans, amidft enemies s fhe had noted 
F 3 many 
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many afts of his tranfcendent mcrcjr. 
Deep contrition is in her heart — ^the ar- 
rows of t^eilmighty are fixed there, 
and diink up her Ipirit. Is there no 
bahn in Gilcad ? Is there no phyfician 
there ? Who is this that comieth, tra- 
velling in the greatnefs of his ftrength ? 
Thou, Lord, that fpeakeft in right-t 
eoufnefs, mighty to fave ! She comes in, 
and finds the Redeemer whom (he 
fought — fhe comes, with the oblation of 
a penitent and grateful heart. The ir- 
regularity of her life had not erafed from 
her mind thofe precepts, which fhe had 
too frequendy, too notorioufly, tranf- 
grefTed. She could not but remember, 
that none fhould appear before the 
Lord empty. To teftify her reve-f 
rential devotion, (he brings an alabafler- 
box, pure and coflly, fit for the recep- 
tion of thofe precious odours, which fhe 
had prepared for the Saviour of man- 
kind, 

Thu 
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The foul which is truly fenfible of its 
fin> can thijak nothing too dear> too va- 
luable^ as an atonement^ to make re- 
conciliation with the offended Majeily of 
Heavem ** Wherewith fliall I come 
" before the Lord, and bow myfclf 
« before the moll high God ♦ ?" The 
repentant linner begins with the tender of 
bumt-ofFerings, and calves of a year 
oHr— thence he afcends to hecatombs— 
thoulands of rams — ten thoufand rivers 
of oil. Nay, he would be content, like 
the heroic patriarch, to give his very 
firft-born, the objedtof his fondeft, ten- 
dcreft afFedtion, to expiate the fin of his 
foul. Any thing, every thing, is too 
fmall a price for peace. O Saviour, 
wc bring thee the tribute of our humble 
obedience-^all that we have, or are, wc 
confecrate entirely to thee. What 
farthly retribution can compenfate thine 

* See Micah vi. 6. 7. 

F4 in- 
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ineftimable mercies ? If we 1 
voted a portion of our days t 
vanity, and folly, lo, we now ti 
thee with contrite hearts, and < 
innplore forgivenefs. Teach uj 
forth to employ all our time, all 
lities, to thy glory — weak and 
quate, alas, are our beft end< 
to teftify our fenfe of thy mercy, 
own unworthinefs ! . 

The penitent, whofe courage 
duced her to venture into the j 
of her Saviour, dares not yet ht\ 
beams of his awful countenance 
cafts her dejefted eyes to the eart 
will not fo much as raife them i 

• from whom fhe feeks commif 
An humble bafhfijlnefs is both 
and an effe^ of grace. '^ Were 
*^ fhamed, when they had con 
*^ abomination? yea, they were 

^^ fhamed, neither could they I 
'' therefore they fhail fall." C 
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could wc but think how wretched we are 
by nature, how vile through our aftual 
• tranfgreffions, how glorious, how facred, 
how powerful thou art, before whom 
Ac brighteft angels veil their faces, with 
what fentinients of fear and veneration 
ftould we approach thy majefty ! What 
is man, who is a worm ? and the fon of 
man, which is a worm ? 

Behold here not only fhame, but 
forrow — the heart which had been de- 
moted to fin, now melts with grief and 
Contrition. Whence was this change, 
^ut from the fecret working of the Spi- 
^t of God ? He fmote the rock, and 
^e waters guftied out. The feet of the 
^^viour are bedewed with penitential 
^^ars. " Blefled are they that mourn — 
^Qr they fhall be comforted." They 
^^ve fown in tears — they fhall reap in 
^y — their juft afflidlion, and abhorrence 
^f thofe fins which they have renounced, 
"^^.U be rewarded with a plenteous in- 
^^afe of happinefs and glory. 

Meant 
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Meanwhile noc a word efcapes fitmi 
the mourner's lips. In the eloquence of 
filent grief flie pours forth her foul be- 
fore her God — every look, every gpf- 
ture is vocal. The religion of the 
hypocrite is in his tongue, not in his 
heart— -the true Chriftian had radier 
give proof of his faith by his afiions, 
than his words ; as well knowing, that 
not he who commendeth himfelf is ap- 
proved, but whom the Lord com- 
mendeth. 

The Pharifee faw all this ; but wiA 
an evil eye — infidelity, inftead of com- 
paffion, is excited in his foul. " If 
*^ this man were a prophet, he wouM 
*^ have known what manner of woman 
** this is that toucheth him — ^for ihe is 21 
'^ finner." O Pharifee, how doft thou 
undervalue, not only thy gueft, but his 
weeping fuppliant ? A prophet ? Yea, 
I fay unto thee, and much more than a 
prophet. His omnifcience not only is 

acc^uaintecl 
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acquainted with the forrows of a contrite 
heart, but even now reads what is pafs- 
ing in thine. While the humble penitent, 
no longer a finner, but a convert, hath 
quenched the fiery darts of the wicked 
one by the tears of unfeigned remorfe. 

But why was it inconfiftent with the 
bowlege, or the holinefs of the pro- 
phet, to accept thefe demonftrations of 
grief and fhame ? How was the purity, 
the perfection of thy glorious gueft 
impeached by this exercife of his mercy ? 
^ Behold in him the Lamb of God, 
'' who taketh away the fins of the 
" world." How unjuft-, then, how ill- 
grounded is thy cenfure ! 

The Pharifee fpake — but it was 
within himfelf. " Jesus anfwercd." What 
we think, we Ipeak to our hearts, and we 
fpeak to One, who hears us. The bufy 
intruder may prefent itfelf, and be re- 
jcfted with fcorn — fo far we are guilt- 
Ws— but if we give it welcome encour- 
agement. 



mm 
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agement, though we oSend nc 
word nor aftion, the blafphem 
heart, the murder of the hej 
adultery of the heart, Ihall be i 
by the juft indignation of ot 
Here the Saviour of the world 
thing but ignorance and fimplic 
he conveys reproof by gentle infi 
By a ihort, but interefting par 
opens the eyes of this blind ] 
Out of his own mouth he judj 
and proves to his conviftion, th 
there is greater mercy in the 
nefs, the love and gratitude < 
who are pardoned are excited, 
portionate degree of ardour. 

Then turning his face to 
penitent, (as one who regarde 
humiliation for Gn morfttthan th 
vaunts of afFefted holinefs) he 
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*' fins, which are many, are forgiven." 
How did this gracious voice impart new 
lifr, new animation to her drooping fpi- 
lit! Not more powerful was that word, 
vhcn in the firft confufion of univerfal 
oaturc, God fpake, " Let the earth 
^ bring forth grafs" — ^whcn in a mo- 
ment the face of creation aflumed its new 

> luxuriance — burfting forth into leaves, 
and buds, and bloffoms, and fruits. 
When the ear heard thee, O Saviour, 

• then it blefled thee — and when the eye 
faw thee, it gave witnefs unto thee. 
Her former tears faid, " Who fhall de- 
" liver me from the body of this death ?'* 
Thofe fhe now fheds fay, " I thank 
" God, through Jesus Christ my 
« Lord." 

Seldom do we find fo perfedt a peni- 
tent — feldom fo gracious a difmillion. 
Now does the Pharifee envy one, whom 
he lately fcorned. What can be wiflied 
^y any mortal, but remiflion, fafety, 

faith. 
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faith, peace! All here combine 
make a contrite foul happy. Remifl 
the ground of her fafcty — faith i 
ground of her peace. Salvation i 
confequence of her.pardoh — and the 
feft of righteoufnefs, imputed throu 
Christ, quietnefs and afiurance : 
ever. 

"If thou. Lord, fhouldft be extrci 
to mark what is done amifs, O Lor 
who may abide it ? But there is mer 
with thee — therefore fhalt thou 1 
feared 1" 
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MARTHA AND MARV. 

OUR Saviour was in his progrcfs to 
Jcrufalem, to fome holy feaft. His de- 
votion neglefted not any of thofe au- 
guft folemnities^ which the great legif- 
Jatorof Ifracl had enjoined. In his way 
(aflured of a grateful welcome) he turns 
alide to the village of Bethany. We 
We already feen him the gueft of a con- 
trite publican, and of a rigid Phari- 
fee—we now behold him under that 
foof, where his benignant fpirit partook 
of the innocent delights of holy friend- 
fliip. There dwelt the devout fitters 
of Lazarus, and their brother, whom 
Jesus loved. O holy and blefled family, 
W Ihould we envy your felicity, were 
^c not even now partakers of your high 

pri- 
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privilege ! When wc extend our charity 
and hofpitality to one of the leaft of our 
brethren, we do it to our Saviour — if he 
is an-hungred, we feed hini — ^if he is 
thirfty, we givehim drink. Nay mort— 
when our faith and piety hath its perfeft 
v/ork, we abide in him, and he in us. 
" If a man love me, he will keep tny 
*' words — and my Father will love himp 
" and we will come unto him, and 
" make our abode with him." . Be it 
unto us, O Lord, according to thy 
word— ^nter in, and abide with us, not 
for a limited time, but through the ages 
of eternity — fatisfy our fouls with diy 
prcfence — fpeak that gracious word, 
" This is my reft for ever — here will I 
*^ dwell — for I have a delight therein !" 
No fooner is Jesus within the friendly 
manfion of Lazarus, than he begins to 
impart his heavenly inftruftions. How 
dear, how precious was every word 
that fell from thofe facred lips ! Every 

moment 
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ncnc he accounted as loft, wherein 
romoted not the falvation of man- 
. " My meat and drink is to do 
e will of Him that fent me^ and to 
lifli his work." How Ihould they, 
are ordained to be minifters of the 

of life, follow this illuftrious ex- 
le ! How fiiould they, who are ap- 
ed as lights in the chriftian world, 
nfe without intermiflion the beams 
avenly truth — inftant, at every fca- 
to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
igence and care ! 

)MESTic avocations occupy one of 
(lers of Lazarus — the other remains 

feet of Jesus., in humble and fub- 
e attention to his ' heavenly doc- 
. The one was delirous to expreft 
hankfulnefs -for the prefence of fo 
i a gucft, by more than common 
ude for Ms entertainment — the o- 
in fixed compofure, • remains ri- 
. as it were to the ground, unwilling 
L.IV. G to 
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to lofe one accent of that voice, wl 
was able to make her wiie unto 
vation. 

At length the anxiety of Marthi 
the welcomeof her Saviour leads he 
complain to him of the negleft of N! 
In terms of eager expoftulation Ihc 
claims, " Lord, doft thou not care 
** my filler hath left me to fervc aloi 
She knew, that as long as Jesus pre 
ed, Mary was fixed, as with chai 
adamant, at his feet, unlefs his ow; 
terference difmifled her. 

And does the filler of Lazarus 
prefume to dictate to the Lord of he 
and earth ? to tax him with inatte 
and negleft ? to prefcribe to his in 
wifdoin, inftead of receiving dire(f 
from his mouth ? Alas, how reac 
our wcaknefs, upon the flighted cai 
difcontent, to murmur againft a 
and gracious God, as if he neither I 
our voice, nor beheld our forrows 
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>c groan on the bed of ficknefs, tor- 
mented with pain> and complaining of the 
wcarifome nights of anguifh, how ready 
arc we to exclaim, ^ Lord, doll thou 
^ not care that we fufFer?" If the 
Church of Christ is in apparent dan- 
ger — ^if our adverfaries are the chiefi and 
our enemies profper— if they roar in the 
midft of the congregation, and fet up 
their banncris for tokens, immediately 
we cry out> " Lord, doft thou not 
« care ?'' But be affured, O thou fee- 
ble and diftruftful foul, that the more 
thou fufFereft, the more thou art in 
calamity, fo much the more thou art 
loved and cared for. Never is God 
more truly a Father, than when he 
vifits thee with falutary correftion. 
Thou kno weft, Lord, the works, and 
the labour, and the patience, of thy fer- 
vants — we may be ignorant of thy coun- 
fcls — we may not fee the hand that 
chaftifes us — thou canft not but be 
gracious. 

G 2 Thi 
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The devout Mary could ^ not h 
this petulant appeal without ti d^ee 
forrow, and aftonifhnoent. She con 
not but think, " If I havcofiendc 
" why was I not admonifked leis put 
" licly ? If I have omitted any duU 
** of praftical religion, while abforbod 
" in thefc holy meditations, why mufti 
*' be reproved in the prefence of my 
" Saviour, and his difciples ? LorDi \ 
** doft thou not care that I am injuri- 1 
" oufly cenfured ?" But this devout [ 
foul was too well verfed in the faith of ; 
Christ to engage in angry controverfy. 
Not a word efcapes her lips. In filencc 1 
and mecknefs (he hears the accufatioaj 
of her fifter. Martha blames her for 
her piety — the difciples afterwards blame 
her for her bounty*— ftill does (he pof- 
fefs her foul in patience. " Grievous 
words ftir up anger — therefore leave oflF 

♦ See John xi. 3. 

con- 
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wnfcntion before it be meddled with." 
She is flow to fpeak^ flowto wrath- 
committing the vindication of her inno- 
cence and piety to Him, who is a dif- 
ccmer of the thoughts and intents of the 
Iieart 

What need had (he to plead for her- 
fcl^ when flie had fuch an Advocate ? 
Doubtlefs, Martha had entertained the: 
hope that her fitter would be difmiffed 
tith rebuke, herfelf with thanks. Now 
ber expectations fail her : and though 
fcc be not direftly reproved, flie hears 
iejuft tribute of preference, beftowed on 
Wary — " Thou art careful and troubled 
' about many things— but one thing is 
' needful." Our Saviour was not in- 
infible of the courtefy, which fought to 
ive him grateful welcome — but he will 
3t overlook her errours, or juftify her 
eak mifapprehenfions. No obligation 
ould fo far weigh with us, as to pre- 
nt us from difcovering and reproving, 
G 3 the 
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the faults of thofe we love. Tl 

bafe and fcrvile fpirits, which r 

utter a word in due feafon. ^ 

" nifti thy friend — it may be 

" not done it— or if he hath> th; 

" it not again." In fome degi 

care mull ncceflarily extend tc 

things. Religion is not confines 

ties merely Ipcctilative ^ nor mu 

fo far loft in contemplations, 

fublime, as to forget thofe < 

which belong to this our ftate of 

till our change come. He that 

not for his own> and fpecially 

of his own houfehold, hath 'd< 

faith, and is worfc thanan infid 

our care muft be free from dil 

fret from diftruft — from di; 

that it interfere not with the c 

cife of oietv and charitv — frorr 



f" 



MARTHAiAND-MAIty. 87 

How different from this care is that 
ef the worldling ! God is not in all his 
thoughts — Christ dwelleth not in his 
heart by f;uth. One man finds per- 
plexity and trouble in his eftates — ano- 
ther labours to aggrandize his family — 
another is deprived of prefcnt happinefs, 
by doubts of ajevcrfe, revolving in his 
anxious mind the precarious condition 
of all things, and. oppofing his fears to 
his hopes — another ftudics how to ef- 
cape, (perhaps how to retaliate) the 
machinations of his enemies. O ye 
children of men, why are ye thus care- 
fiil and troubled about many things ? 
^hy do ye impofe on yourfelves thefe 
unneceflary burdens, fo grievous to be 
borne ? why do ye groan under a weight, 
from which the kind Providence of God 
hath offered to relieve you ? Hath not 
he commanded you to caft all your 
cares upon Him, promifing that he will 
make you the objefts of his care ? Why 
G4 ar^ 
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are ye not as ready to depend on yoor 
Jieavenly Father, as he is to exert to 
power and mercy in your behalf ? 

While Martha is gently reproved for 
her folicitude, her fitter is commendcdfcr 
her devotion. " One thing is needfidi 
^' and Mary hath chofen that good part» 
" which (hall not be taken away from 
" her." One thing is needful — not as 
fuperfeding the neceffity of every thing 
elfe — but as afferting its juft claim to 
pre-eminence. Earthly duties muftno^ 
let afide thofe of a Ipiritual nature. ^ 
without attention to the former we ca^ 
not live temporally, without regard ^ 
the latter we cannot live eternally. Bo^ 
are neceflary in their degree— but ti0 
lafl: is moft highly momentous. Ther* 
is no oppofition between thefe> but 5 
juft fubordination. The body and fbu^ 
fhould be friends, not rivals: the Chrifti- 
an fhould remember that he is a man— 
the man, that he is a Chriftian. 

O BLmu 
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BLIND arid fcnfelefs vanity,, which, 
needing that one. thing neceflaiy,' 
afefts {o many things fupcrfluous — 
which confiders nothing as needlefs, but 
Aat which is indeed of the utmoft im- 
portance — ^which lofes an ineftimablc 
trcafure itknows not how to value, while 
it cares unduly for the fleeting and unr 
I 'cal pageantry of a tranfitory world! 
The freedom of our will remains in- 
^(^te, though the grace of Gop alone 
Iringeth falvation. " Mary hath cbo/en 
the gpod part" — there is no force,, no 
conopulfion — all is voluntary choice. 
Good and evil are let before us — we are 
^poflelTion of perfedl freedom, through 
^e mercy of Him who hath fet us free. 
We are called to chriflian liberty ; happy 
^**e we, if we can improve it to the be- 
'^cfit of our fouls ! 

The ftability and perpetuity of good 
^ds much to its value. Martha's part 
'^as foon gone — but Mary's fhall not be 

taken 
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taken away from her. The aft of 
hearing was cranfient^ the firiit is p^^ 
manenc What (he now receives ir^ 
her ear, is grafted inwardly on l^ 
heart, and (hall remain there for ever^ 

What couldft thou hear, O Mar^ 
from thofe facred lips, which we he^^ 
not ftill ? That heavenly do6trinc i^ 
ever the fame ; not more ^ubjeft to ^ 
change than the Aurfior of it. Its be- 
nefit and virtue are as infeparable fix>m 
our fouls, as the fouls of the fdthful 
from God. The grafs withered!, the 
flov/er fadeth, but the word of the Lord 
endurcth for ever : and this is that word 
which by the gofpel is preached unto us. 
In the temped of affliftion, in the night 
of forrow, it fhall adhere ftedfaftly to us § 
and till death, in death, after death, 
Ihall make us happy. 



^ 
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LXXXVI, 

THE WATERS OF SILOAM. 

*' JESUS, paffing by> faw a man 

'* which was blind from his birth/' 

The cafe of fuch a fufftrer required not 

J^rely art> but powers— a power no lefs 

^an infinite, no lefs than divine. Na- 

^re pre-fuppofes matter, though with- 

<^ut form — art looks for matter formed 

^0 our hands. God regards not either — 

^^^ omnipotent word alone can create- — 

^^ calleth thofe things which be not, as 

^^ough they were. Great is the Lord, 

^^d great is his power, yea, and his wif- 

^^^n is infinite. Such as this objeft of 

^^rnpaffion appeared to our Saviour, 

^^^h are we with refpedt to all fpi ritual 

things. 
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things. We want not only fight, but 
eyes — it is his grace and mercy which 
makes us capable of receiving iUumioa' 
don. 

The bjind man. fate hegging — ^hc muft 
be indebted for relief to the charitable 
eyes of others.. The poor,, the fick, the 
dcfolate are caft upon our mercy. 
Happy are we, if we can fupply di« 
place of limbs and fenfes to the needy> 
if we can be minifters of God to thc^^ 
for good. When the hour of adverli^ 
comes upon us, light will arife in tf^ 
midftof darknefs, if we can indulged^ 
grateful refleftion, that we have bee>-' 
eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame*-^-' 
that we have delivered the poor tha^ 
cried, the fatherlcfs, and him that hadS 
none to help him — that the blcfling of^ 
them that were ready to perifli came up- 
on us — that we caufed the widow's heart 
tofing for joy! 

Where 



THE WATERS OF SILO AM. 9 J 

t^HERE ;ihou]d he.f«ek for pity and 
^ but at the gate of the temple ? 
? piety, and true charity are infepa- 
— diey are twin ftars which fhinc 
fingly «on the fouL Then are we 
difpoied to mercy towards our bre- 
I, when we come to implore the 
e mercy towards jourfdves. How 
ire refufe our mites, when we cooie 
: for talents ?* 

sus pafled by:^ but his eye was fixed 
e haplefs fufFcrer. His goodncfs an- 
tes our folicitations — he knoweth 
leccffities before we can exprefs 
— he gives us thofe things, which 
ur unworthinefs we dare not, and 
jr blindnefs we cannot alk. With 
ccuftomed mercy the Saviour of 
:ind caft a gracious look on the 
and difconfolate objeft before him. 
z fufFered, and our God regarded 
we fhould indeed be the viAiras 
rfpair — »but his eyes are on the ways 

of 
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of men — their ibrrows are all in his fighl 
O Saviour, why flioukl we not imicat 
thee in this thy charity ? Woe to thol 
eyes which can gaze only on beaut; 
magnificence, and grandeur ; and tur: 
away with dildain from poverty and an 
guifli! 

The difciples, as weU as Chrisi 

behold the blind man, but with differ 

ent impreffions — ^^ Matter, whodid^ 

** this man or hb parents, that he wj 

** bom blind ?" The anfwer is dire 

and pofitive — there was an high 

caufc — the glory which would redou 

unto God by this demonttration 

mercy. The divine vifitations are r 

all puniflimcnts— fomc are for our tri 

our warning, or our reformation — 

ftiew forth the power, the juftice, a 

the goodnefs of God. 

He who at firft made man out of t 
clay, with clay anoints the eyes of hi 
that was born blind, and fends him 

t 
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the pool of Siloam for the completion of 
his, recovery. All things receive their 
virtue from divine inflitution. How 
could bread and wine flrengthen and re- 
frefii the foul, how could water avail to 
the myftical waihing away of fin, but for 
the bleiUng annexed to it from above? 
On this depends all their ufe, and all 
their efficacy, Jordan can then heal the 
fcper, and Siloam give light to the 
Wind. " He went his way, and wafhed, 
^dcame, feeing." 

OLoRD, what were the thoughts of 

thisobjedl of thy compaflion, when his 

^yes were now firft given him ! Into 

^^at a world of wonders did he find 

^^nnfelf tranfported ! How did he gaze 

^^th admiration, on the heavens and 

^^^th, the faces and (hapes of all crea- 

^^''^s, the varieties of colours around 

^'^, the chearfulnefs of the light, the 

^^^^ly beams of the fun, the vaftexpanfe 

^^ t:hc air, the limpid tranfparency of the 

water, 
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water, the gloriotis oraaments 

temple, the ftatciy palaces of 

lem ! Every thing was full of 

fnll of aftoniftimcnt. With wha 

tions, O blefled Saviour, will thin< 

fervants enter into the joy of theii 

How will they b e affefted, when th 

nefs of mortality being done awa; 

Ihall behold thy pfcfence in rigl 

nefs — when they fhall be called 

witnefs the felicity of that other 

' the exaltation of thy faints and ar 

the majefly of thy throne — the i 

prehenfible brightnefs of thy g 

Godhead ! O my foul; fct thine 

tions on things above, not on thi 

the earth — ^accuftom thy thought 

foretafte of that Heaven to whicl 

Ihould afpire — keep it ever in re 

brance. that the obi efts of earth! 



THE WATERS OF SILOAM. 97 

' ^^SS^y ^^^ ^^ afked alms at 
e of the temple, could not be 
vn to the inhabitants of Jerufa- 
r of Judea — his own calamity, 
:e of his refort, the importunity 
equefts, had made him every way 
abk^ Our Saviour purpofely 
:hoice of, fuch a fubjeft for his. 
— one fo poor, one known fo 
r. The very doubts, the very 
?s of thofe who qucftioned his 
tended more to the confirmation 
ruth. The Jews could not be- 
that he, who now looked on them 
nfidenceandjoy, was the wretched 
, whom they had fo lately feen 
:nefs and mifery, till they ob- 
demonftration that prejudice it- 
unable to gainfay or refill. The 
:s of Christ caufed afenfible al- 
1 in men, not more in their own 
enfion than in the judgment of 
Thus, in the relief of our fpi- 
.IV. H ritual 
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f.nrrjal bliniicrj, the whok habit of 
: ".c :rdn a chi.-:ged. Before, the fecc 
-» 13 i^k r^i gl'XKT.y — now, it is foil 
oc" *.:c>: invf cheartblnefs, through tbc 
'v^ow-cg:; :if Go::, jr.d the hope of Hca- 
vr.-. Biiyre, Lhe heit was devoted to 
ei.-:'-'.v :h-rgs — now, the convert ufc* 
till* wor-vi Ji noc abuCrg it. Before, his \ 
:"-cc.:j^k irivi irjt:e::es had reference only 
ro :^:> body, his eiL=ce, or the opinion 
or' ira^klrsi — noT«r, ihey regard the dif' 
}\cr/ure of Gor, ar.d the peril of bi^ 
iL^ul. If ^ty ir.ir. be in Christ, he is ^ 
•?t-::' ^^:'i:.-jir,-*— Cii things are paffed ^^ 
y\\\\ — behold, all thiigs are bccorl^^ 

rKi fub'cci: of :hc:*e doubts is him(<^^ 
eager to remove them — " I am he^ 
He would not conceal from others tt^^ 
meivies he h.;d experienced — he wou^^ 
not be fo iinjutV^ or lb ungrateful, as '^^ 
fupprefs the loving-kindnefs of his GoC^ 
^iikirt not worthv, O Lord, of th^' 
*^ ligP^ 
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which thou haft fhed abroad into 
bulky if we do not fcek to difFufe it 
ig mankind* Let them give thanks 
n the Lord hath redeemed, and de- 
?d from the hand of the enemy — 
hem laud him with their whole 
— let them fhew forth all his mar- 
us works — ^let them declare his 
: among their brethren — let them 
aim his praifes in the great congre- 
n. • 

AN is ever inquifidve. We fearch 
DuQy into the wonders of the natu- 
orld — we delight in contemplating 
elaborate inventions of art. No 
el, if in a cafe tranfcending both 
nd nature, the utmoft degree of 
fity was excited. A thirft after 
Iden knowlege once coft us dear— 
/here it is good and lawful to be 
ned, a defire of information is 
nendable. " How were thine eyes 
ened?'* Our ignorance can only be 
tl 2 removed 
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removed by impartial enquiry — if ^ 
m.:ke this enquiry from juft motives, 
and in the Ipirit of meeknefs, we im- 
prove, as we ought, the firft privilege 
of human reafon. 

He who had been fo ready to dedarc 
himfelf the fubjeft of the cure, is equally 
zealous to proclaim the author of it- 
" A man that is called Jesus nnade clayi 
" and anointed mine eyes, and faid tc 
" me. Go to the pool of Siloam^ ^ 
" ijoajh — and I went, and waflied, an 
" I received fight," As yet his fait 
was not arrived at that pre-eminenc 
which afterwards ranked him amof 
the moft illuftrious profeflbrs of tl 
truth. Hitherto he thought his ben< 
fliftor a wonderful man^ a mighty pre 
phet — and foon from the principles t 
the dodlrine of truth we behold him ad 
vancing to perfeftion — no longer a.bab 
in rightcoufnefs, but growing in grac 
and in the knowlege of our Lord an« 

Sii 
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Saviour, unto the meafure of the ftature 

of the fulnefs of Christ. " Why here- 

''in is a marvellous thing, that ye 

^* know not from whence He is, and yet 

*' He hath opened mine eyes. Since 

L " the world began was it not heard 

* that any man opened the eyes of one 

" that was born blind. If this man 

" were not of God, he could do no- 

*'* thing/' • 

1 Had the people who made enquiry 

into this aftonifliing fa6t heard it with 

unprejudiced ears, they could not but* 

have liftened with pious admiration, 

^hcy could not but have declared their 

belief in fo omnipotent an Agent^— now, 

adverfe to the bleffed Jesus, and partial 

fothe Pharifees, they fummon him that 

^as once blind before thefe implacable 

demies of Christ. Unjuft authority 

^ill not want fome bafe and daftardly 

fouls to-foothe it in its tyrannous courfes, 

though truth, and righteoufnefs, and 

Hj nature/ 



nature itfelf are made viftims 
unhallowed altar. ^^ He is of a 
bim—Ut bim /peak for bimjelf 
words fpakc his parents, becaui 
feared the Jews — foi* the Jews had 
already, that if any man did 
that Jesus was Christ, he flit 
put out of the fynagogue." 

Our Saviour had performc 
cure on the Sabbath. Never is 
unfeafonable ; never is it more 
able, than on that holy day dev 
a God of mercy. Yet even this 
ford fubjedt of accufation to the t 
and fcrupulous cavillers,, who i 
ftrued the very wonders which 
the divinity of our Lord, and > 
them impeachments of his 1 
" Therefore did the Jews p 
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We now find the man who once fate 
2nd begged, witncfling a good confeffion 
Wore the aflembled Pharifecs. Wc 
find him defending the gracious Author 
of his cure againft the cavils of malig- 
oity and injuftice. We fee him> a refo- 
kite confeflbr, fufFering excommunica- 
tion for the name of Christ, and main- 
taining the innocence, the honour, thc 
divinity of liis bcnefadlor — we hear him 
^^aching the doftrines of truth to them- 
^ho fate in the chair of Mofes, and 
^nvifting them of blindnefs who pu^ 
'^^Qied him for feeing. 

O BLESSED and zealous fervant of thy 
Rafter, how valiant art thou for the 
^ith of that God, who helpcth them 
^^t are fallen — that. God, who giveth 
•ght to the blind! From thy ftate of 
'^^erty and wretchednefs, thou art ex- 
'ted to be an advocate for thy Saviour, 
hy gain of bodily fight hath opened 
^^ eyes of thine underftanding. Thou 
H 4 haft. 
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haft loft a fynagogue, and haft: found 
the way to Heaven. Thy father and 
thy mother forfake thee — but the Lord 
taketh thee up. Thou art reje6ted by 
hypocritical finners — thou art received 
with a gracious welcome, by the Goo. 
ofglory^ 
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L-xxxvir. 

THE WIFE OF ZEBEDEE. 

THE time now drew nigh, when the 
Author of our falvation fhould depart 
from the world, and go unto the Fa- 
ther — he foreknew, and he had fore- 
told his diflblution. Every moment 
Icemed precious to thofe, who had any 
favours to folicit either for themfelves 
or others. Had the wife pf Zcbedee 
been as judicious with relpeft to xhtfub^ 
je£i of her petition as Ihe was with refpeft 
to the time of urging it, fhe had met 
with no reproof <at the hands of her 
Redeemer. The fuit is half-obtained, 
•which is feafonably made — it was at the 
departure of the Angel, that Jacob im- 
plored 



faith makes atonement for her 
While (he hears Christ (peal 
fufterings and death, (he talks 
glory — while he points out hi 
(he looks forward to his crdwr 
(he feen the elders of the Jews ^ 
ing our Saviour with a fubmiflr 
fer of their allegiance — had (he 
ufurper Herod, or the goverr 
pointed by Caefar, tendering to 
the Iceptre of his royal anceftor, 
dom ot this world would have 
to entertain the thought of I: 
reignty. But, when the foum 
nominy, fufFerine:, and death 
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qwiftancy, no lefs deferving of wonder^ 
than of praife. When, in health, and 
peace, and profpcrity, we talk of our 
truft in GoD> and our aflurance of his 
fiivour, our profeffions are of little va- 
lue—but if, in the hour of adverfity, 
tod forrow we can believe, and hope, 
,ind rejoice, our piety is fo much more 
^Jioble, as our difficulties are greater^ 
Blcffed was tliat fervant, who when he 
iate in fackcloth and alhes, exclaimed 
■with rapturous fervency, " 1 know that 
[" my Redeemer liveth." 
r The fond parent, whofe zeal thus 
brought her to the feet of Jesus, knew 
not the extent and nature of her own 
fcqueft. Connefted by near ties of 
* €onfanguinity with his bleffed mother — 
herfelf one of his moft conftant and dili- 
gent attendants from the earlieft period 
of his miffion — happy in the various 
^inftions conferred on her fons, Ihe. 
Proffers her petition to the Lord of life 

without 
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honour and advancements It 
for her beloved offspring, that 
of Zebedee is ambitious. 

Though our Lord had not 
lay his head — chough he was 
and rejected among men — th 
could not, without a miracle, 
accuftomed tribute, the, holy 
pervades this veil of obfcurity 
the perfon of Him who made h: 
no reputation^ and took upon 
form of a fervant, fhe acknowl 
Meffiah, the King of Glory. 

It was by no means a matt< 
difference among the difciples 
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the application in their own perfons, the 
imbitious brethren have recourfe to the 
Lgpod offices of their parent. Her lips 
[utter the language of their hearts — ^whe- 
1 Acr their requeft is granted or refufed, 
^"thcy deem it leaft hazardous to avail 
■ Aemfelves of her interceffion. Behold 
\ Acr, in the lowed gefture of a fuppliant, 
at the feet of her Lord. She fignifies 
her defire, that he would give efFeft to 
her wifhes — but as yet (he hefitates, 
and fecms confcious of their impro- 
priety. When our defires are not cor- 
refted by reafon, we are afraid, and 
afliamed to clothe them in language. 
The proud man fighs for temporal ho- 
nours — the covetous, for wealth — the 
malicious, for revenge on his enemies — 
the profligate, for luxury and plcafurc. 
But the prayer of faith and love ap- 
proaches with boldnefs to the throne of 
mercy, afTured of a favourable recep- 
tion ; nor {lands blulhing without, as 

not 
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not daring to appear. When wcknow 
that our requefts are holy, wc caraiot 
come with too much confidence into; 
the prefence of our God. 

He, who knew the thoughts of thii*^ 
mother and of her fons, afks, (as if he ' 
had been a ftranger to their purpofes) 
" What wouldft thou?" The fuitii 
no longer delayed. Emboldened by 
the condefcenfion of her Lord, the wife] 
of Zebedee gives utterance to her 
thoughts — ^' Grant that thefe my two 
^' fons may fit, the one on thy right 
*' hand, the other on the left, in thy 
" kingdom!" O Lord, be it our am- ; 
bition to lead a life of holinefs, and to j 
afpire after everlafting felicity — ^but as 
to precedence in celeftial dignities, we do 
not, we dare not folicit it. Let us but 
enter into the joy of our Lord — and for 
the reft " deal thou with us according to 
thy name : for fweet is thy mercy." 

The 
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The mother makes her requcft — the 
fofls have the anfwer. ^* Ye know not 
^ what ye aflc." In his judgment on 
human aftions, God ever has relpedt 
<o the firft mover, as well as to the in- 
/ftniment. Christ informs his erring 
1 4ifciples, that while faith is the ground 
: of prayer, knowlege fliould accompany 
\4skh — that in our ordinary converfation 
f « idle word is dangerous, but in our 
applications to Heaven, if we underftand 
not our own petitions, it is an aggra- 
vated fault — ^that if we come with re- 
guefts that ought not to be made, we 
' profane that name which we invoke. 

To convince them of their unfitnefs 
•for glory, they are told of their inabi- 
Jity to fuffer. ^^ Are ye able to drink 
*' of the cup that I Ihall drink of, and 
** to be baptized with the baptifm that I 
^ am baptized with ?'* BleffedLoRD, 
-what cup was ever fo full of bitternefs as 
thine ? The potion tendered thee by 

thine 



repine and murmur at our light 
tions, when we fee thee, the Sor 
Father's love, thus acquainted witl 
We will endeavour, O Lord^ " 
endeavour, as far as our mortal w 
will permit, to walk in thy footfte] 
cannot be thine, if we partake 
thy cup — through much trib 
muft we enter into the kingdom c 
In vain fliall we expect to pal 
fudden tranfition, from luxury a 
indulgence, to celeftial glories, 
path of vice is not that which ] 
the throne of heaven. To foil 
Saviour through his fufFerings 
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nee, mformed by his dodrine, and 
were pofiefled of their heaven by 
iparion in his fbciety, how fhall our 
J body, how fhall our imperfeft 
fupport the conflift ? Bleflcd Sa- 
, what can we do, what can we 
, without thee ? If thy ftrength 
>t made perfc6t in our weaknefs, 
(hall be able to ihare thy bitter 
thy painful baptifm ? Cover thou 
eads in the day of battle — ^prepare 
r our trials, enable us to fuftain 
—we can do all things through the 
thine omnipotence. 
EN holy men of God may be in an 
as to their own degree of Chriftian 
tion. Out of an eager dcfire of 
r the fons of Zebedee accept of 
nditions — " We are able," A- 
)W different are fufferings, in Ipe- 
)n, and in praftice ! How near 
at hour in its approach, wherein 
difciples, James and John among 
.. IV. I their 



prcfumptuoufly of our own a 
then are wc more efpecially fi 
fall, that we may be " afham< 
felf-confident boailing." O ( 
us ever humble ourfelves und 
fenfe of our own infufficiencj 
afcribe all. glory to thee, and i 
thing to ourfelves, but our infi] 
O WONDERFUL benignity of 
of God ! He pities the weakn 
ap fifties, and neither inveighs 
their ambition in afking, r 
prefumptUQUs reliance on th 
ftrength — ^he rather views thei 
in its more favourable light, a 



^ my cup— ye fliall be baptized with 
^ my bapdfm — but to fit on my right 
* haaid and on my left fhall be given to 
** them for whom it is prepared of my 
** Father." In what accents of conde- 
fccnfion and love, O blefied Lord, haft 
Aou expreflcd thy conceflion, and thy 
denial! Surely that which thou didft 
grant was equal in value to that which 
thou didft refufe. To be thus aflTociated 
with thee was a dignity as great as that 
which the an^dous mother folicited in 
vain. If we fuffer with our mafter, we 
ihall alfo reign with him. If we are 
faithful unto death, we fliall obtain the 
crown of everlafting life. 

Therefore feeing we have received 
'his miniftry, as we have received mercy, 
et us faint not — but let us run with pa- 
:ience the race that is fet before us — 
ooking unto Jesus, the author and 
iniflier of our faith — who, for the joy 
I 2 that 
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that was fet before him^ endured die 
crofs, defpifing the fliame: and is fet 
down at the right hand of the throne of 
God, 



xxxxviir. 
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LXXXVIII. 
LAZARUS. ^' ""^^ 

AS the ftream runs more widely, 
the nearer it approaches to the ocean 
into which it flows, fo doth the Saviour 
of mankind work more powerfully, as 
he draws nearer to his glory. The re- 
ftoration of Lazarus from death was one 
; ofhislaft, and of his greateft miracles — 
when he was himfelf about to die, be 
recalled his faithful fervant from the 
tomb. BlefTedLoRD, none but an i - 
finite power could fo far go beyond na- 
ture, as to revive one who had been four 
days dead — ^none but He who created 
1 3 man. 






equally under the controid of di 
nipotence. 

Sickness is the common p 
death. No human being is exen 
this condition of our nature^ 
youth, nor wifdom, nor holir 
avert the awful vifitatioa. 
whom Jesus lovedy is on the be 
guiihing. 

The anxiety of a fond lifter 
to have recourfe to the affiftan 
Saviour, in behalf of one lb 
them both. If his arm was e 
to be ftretched out to the 
ftrangers, if his gracious voio 
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WTof Lazarus ! Doubtlelsi Martha 

*d Mary imagined, that they had fe- 

cored the recovery of their brother, 

w/icn they fcnt unto Jesus, faying, 

" Lord, behold, he whom thou lovcft 

«isfickr 

Not a pang that was felt, not a groan 
that was uttered by Lazarus was un- 
known to our bleffed Saviour — yet this 
XiOrd of life fufFers the friend fo dear to 
him to ficken, and even to die, without 
. approaching, . or feeming to interpofe in 
his behalf. Nor was that then either 
inability, or difmclination to help— - 
*'' this ficknefs," however outward ap- 
pearances indicate the contrary, " is not 
" unto death, but for the glory of God, 
** that the Son of God might be glori- 
** fied thereby." O Saviour, thou didft 
ufually call thyfelf by the humble ap- 
pellation of" the Son of man," veiling 
thy Godhead under the garb of our 
mortal infirmity — but fometimes thou 
I 4 wo;.r-dil: 
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wouldft fhew the radiance of thy li^ 
beaming through the clouds which fur- ^ 
rounded thee. Thou wert near to thy 
palTion. It was feafonabk for Thecal 
this time to aflcrt thy juft title. Nei- 
ther was this an aA which thine human 
nature could challenge as its own, but 
one far tranfcending ail finite powers. 
To die> was appointed to the Son of 
man — to raifc from death and corrup- 
tion, was the prerogative of the Son of 
God. 

But wherefore, O Lord, wouldft 
thou be fo long abfent from thine af- 
flicted fcrvants ? Wherefore, but to 
exalt the glory of thy miracle, to 
llrengthen the faith of thy difciples! 
riadft thou prevented the death of La- 
zarus, his recovery might have been de- 
duced from natural caufes — hadft thou 
arrived fpcedily after his deceafe, it 
migi:t have been imagined that no po- 
fitive feparation had taken place between 

his 
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il and body — now, this period of 
^hich elapfed, makes his diilblu- 
ore certain, and thy demonftra- 
almighty power more decifive. 
L Saviour, when he judged it lea- 
, at length addrefled his difci- 
' Let us go into Judea again/* 
1 retired from the tyranny of his 
tors, and from their murderous 
cs to take away his life, becaufe 
ur was not folly come. Now, 
: for Lazarus, and the care of his 
glory bring him thither once 
prepared for the utmoft extremity 
iring. He calls his fervants to 
vith him in thofe grievous trials, 
cannot be his true difciples, if 
.11 not take up the crofs of their 
We muft be carelefs of all dan- 
hen he fummons us to the con- 
Whitherfoever he bids us follow 
hough fnares, and forrows, and 
re in the path, we muft commend 

our 
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oor fpirit to his p ffx>tc fti oiH and * 
fully obey his comnuuKknent*— 
'< m alfo go, chat we may di< 
« him." 

Our Lord had formerly afiu 

diiciples, that the ficknefs of I 

was not fatal — he now will not 2 

acquaint them with the death c 

companion, nor will he altogeth 

ceal it. Shaddwing it out under 

rative expreflion> he faith untc 

" Our friend Lazarus fleepeth 

** go to awaken him out of his 

O meek and merciful Saviour, t\ 

thoughteft it no robbery to be eqi 

God didft not difdain to give 

dearing title of friends to the chi 

men — " Henceforth I call you 

" vantb — ye are my friendly \i 

" whatfoever I command yo 

happy and honourable diftincli 

exceeding all human defert, w 

dM mod animated exertions 
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Chriftian, to obtain and to prefcrve ! 
If God be for us, who can be againft 
w? If He be our Friend, what fhall we 
fear, though evil men and evil fpirits 
»re our enemies ? 

And doft thou, O Saviour, defcribe 
the feparation of foul and body under the 
gefttle and tranquil image o£ fleep ? 
Thou, who art the great Lord of life 
and death, canft not be unacquainted 
with the nature of both. It is enough 
that thou haft faid it — ^let not our fears 
or our infidelity miflead us — ^while thy 
wifdom hath implanted in thy creatures 
a natural and ncceflary love of life, thy 
mercy hath difarmed death of its moft 
excruciating torment — thou haft made 
it an entrance into the joys of immorta- 
lity — thou haft converted a merciiefs 
enemy into a falutary faithful friend. 
Who fhall fear to take his reft by night, 
after the wearifome toils of the day ? 
What can be fo refrelliing to the ex- 

haufted 
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haufted traveller, as the comfort of f** 
pofe ? Let us but be prepared by &>*^ 
and repenunce, and if he come " at evc^ ^ 
or at midnight, or at the cock-cro^^^* 
ing, or in the morning," we fliall t^^ 
prepared to meet the bridegroom. V^^^ 
will lay us down in peace, and fleep-- — ^ 
for it is thou. Lord, only, that makei:. '^ 
us to reft in fafety. 

Lord, from this fleep thy voice wiLi^tt 
awaken us, as it did thy Lazarus — " I«- ^^ 
our flefli (hall we fee God." The wor^^:*^ 
which created, can revive^ can reftor""::*-^^ 
us — can command the foul to return t-ii»'to 
that body it once inhabited— ^an coUT*"^^' 
mand the body to arife, incorruptible^ ^* 
immortal, and to re-unite itfelf to t^^^ 
foul. It is our comfort and fecuri*^ — ^ 
againft the terrours of death, and th^ -"^ 
power of the grave, that our refurreftio^^ 
depends on the omnipotence and immu'-^ 
tability of our God. 

Un- 
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UNWtLLiNG to return to Judea, the 
I fcenc of paft troubles and perfecutions, 
1 ihedifciples are forward to embrace the 
^ words of their Matter in a literal fcnfe— 
}/" Lord, if be fleep, he /ball do well-^ 
^ If thou haft no other defign in this 
'^ perilous journey, than the rcftoration 
^ of thy beloved Lazarus from his fick- 
" nefs, nature is already anticipating 
" thy purpofe. His fleep is an indi* 
" cation of fpeedy recovery — extremity 
" of pain no longer deprives him of his 
" reft— a grateful refpite is given to his 
" bufferings." Had our Saviour only 
*Poken of natural fleep, their argument 
"*i been plaufible, though even then 
^^ abfolutely conclufive — now, their 
"^^fconftruftion of the words of their 
Rafter led them aflray, fo .hut" this 
%ing was hidden from them, neither 
^nderftood they the things which were 
*poken.'* Nothing can be mo;e dan- 
gerous than to confine ourfelves entirely 

to 



SoQv does our blcflcd Lo 
his nranii^ — ^ Lazarus is 
« I am g^ for 3rour fakes 
•* DOttbcre — nevcrdiclefs, k 
« hinu*' Thus d^ft diou, i 
tdRjff diine omniiaeDCc to di 
diat from dicncc diejr might f 
conchifion of thine almigh 
Thou didft not exfH^dsly dc 
thou ¥mt bodi able and willij 
him fiom his grave — but if 
ient and at a diftance) the 
fpeak widi certainty of his 
they could not but form the 
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The abfencc of our Saviour from the 

death-bed of Lazarus was not accidental^ 

' but voluntary* To the pious fifters of 

^ Ae departed Chriftian it afforded no- 

[ thing but prefent anguifti — but the ad- 

> vantage which their faith would gain by 

\ ib divine a miracle as followed, was 

i more than able to counterbalance this 

I Jnomentary diflxefs* The caufe of their 

' grief therefore is to our blefled Lord a 

fulgeft of joy. When a father beholds 

Ws fon fighting for his country, he fees 

danger and death on one fide, reriown 

^ viftory on the other — ^he grieves at 

.Ae peril, but he rejoices in the honour. 

Thus doth the Almighty in all our for- 

rows — he hears our groans, he notes 

^^r tears, and pities us — but he looks 

^pon our patience, our faith, our hope, 

our crown, and is glad that we are af- 

flifted. 

" LAZARija is dead — neverthelefs, let 
^^ us go to him," Whatfhould feparate, 

if 
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if death cannot ? Fricndlhip itfdf can 
but difiTiirs the lifelefs remains to didr 
tomb, attending them thither with pious 
forrow^ and committing them tothdr 
filent duft. But here is an unfhaken 
friend, whom the grave itfelf cannot 
fever from us — O love, ftronger than 
death, love triumphant over corrup- 
tion! Lord, even thefe our earthly 
tabernacles (hall hereafter be members of 
that myftical body, whereof thou art the 
Head. We know that our Redeemer 
liveth, and that he (hall ftand at the 
latter day upon the earth ; and though, 
after our (kin, worms deftroy this body, 
yet in our flefh (hall we fee God. 

O Saviour, death cannot hinder our 
approach to thee, or thy return to us. 
The hour cometh, when all that are in 
the gr.ives (hall hear thy voice, and 
(liall go forth to meet their God, A- 
wake and fmg ye that dwell in duft — for 
thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 

earth 
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h Ihall caft out her dead. The ran- 
k1 of the Lord (hall return, and 
e to Siori with fongs, and everlafting 
hall be on their heads — they fhall 
;n gladnefs and joy — and forrow and 
rning fhall flee away. 
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LXXXIX. 

^ II. 

LAZARUS. 

THE news of Christ's ap] 
feecns tx> have awakened fome 
of comfort in the fifters of Lj 
Had he been prefent at an earlier ] 
the enemy would (boner have bee 
qui (bed. Death would have 
from fb unequal a conteft^ and fl( 
fore the Lord of life. The wc 
Martha, when fhe came forth to 
her Saviour, are not the words 
who Ibrrowed without hope — " 
*' if thou hadft been here, my t 
** iiad not died— but I know tha 
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Wy whatfoevcr thou wilt aflc of God, 
»D will give it thee." Joy was 
to poflefs her foul, at the arrival 
bleflcd a gueft — fhe now receive* 
Ls one whofe grief was fanftificd by 
and piety. She, as well as her 
had in time paft fat at the feet of 

and heard his word — fhe knew 
T brother would rife again in the 
dbion at the laft day. And when 
lom God fent fpake the words of 
*^ I am the Refurreftion and the 
— he that believeth in Me, though 
wre dead, yet fliall he live," fhe 

with rapturous fervency, *^ Yea, 
.D — I believe that thou art the 
iisT, the Son of God^ who fhould 
e into the world." In language 

of the Holy Ghofl which iri- 
it^, fhe bears teftimony to the 
and Godhead of the Meffiah, and 

* See. I Corinthians xlL 3. 

K2 to 
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to ilie certainty of a future rcfurreaion. 
This conference hath revived her droop- j 
ing fpirit — the confolations of Gob have 
raifcd her heart to the expeftarionof 
I'ome wonderful event. Now therefore 
flie haftens back to her filler, and en- 
deavours to communicate to her a por- 
tion of her hope. She finds her, not, 
alone, but furrounded by many fymp^ 
thizing friends, who came from Jerula- 
1cm to join their tears with hers, and 
lament the death of Lazarus. Thui 
circumftanced, Martha dares not give 
utterance to the various feelings which- 
agitate her foul. She will not make. 
an open proclamation of the arrival of 
Ji£sus. The hoftile edicl of the Jews* 
aimed at his liberty, if not his life, was 
doubtlefs the fubjeft of public rumour. 
However well afFefted thefe pcrfons 
.migi)t be to herfelf and her filler, either 

♦ John xi.57. 

ftar 
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fiar or prejudice might have rendered 
dcm unfit to be made acquainted with 
die prefence of Christ. She fpeaks 
tlkrcfore fecrelfy to Mary, *^ The Maf- 
** ter is come, and calleth for thee." 

That word fu(pends all her Ibrrows. 
She forgets all other confiderations. She 
Riddcnly departs from her affembled 
Siends, and haftens to the Redeemer of 
liankind. She departs — but not unat- 
^ded. The zealous afliduity of thofe 
^ho (hared her woes would not fuffer 
hem to remain inaftive, when they faw 
ler rufli forward, with eager hafte, they 
Uiew not whither. Perhaps they dreaded 
bme frantic paroxyfm off grief — at leafl: 
Jiey were of opinion, that flie fought 
:he dangerous indulgence of giving vent 
*o her paflionate lamentations at the 
grave of her much-loved brodier. If 
every furrounding objeft, while flie r e- 
niained in the houfe of mourning, 
brought with it a repetition of forrow — 
Kj if 
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if the fcenes of their once happy 1 
awakened every pwiful fenfatioi 
cauicd frcfh tears to flow — how 
fhe be afiefted with infupportab! 
guiih, were fhe ralhiy to intrude 
folemn manfions of the dead I 

The friends of Mary miftook 1 
rand. While they fuppofed that 11 
going to a dead brother^ fhe repa 
a living Saviour. The world> w 
from jealoufy or kindnefsj, is too 
milconftrue both the adtions^ a] 
fituation of the fervants of God. 
think them forrowfiil, when in fa( 
are rejoicing — dying, when, behold 
live — having nothing, while th( 
poffeffing all things. 

In the true gefture of a fup 
Mary falls down at the feet of 
Though in the prefence of fo man 
nefles, feme of whom were preji 
beyond the reach of convifl:i( 
* Sec John xu 46. 

t 



)ugli well aware, that the homage fiie 
d was forbidden by the tyranny of 
)erftition — though ho lefs than ex- 
nmunicadon was denounced againft 
them. who. confefled him to be the 
effiah— flie proftrates herfelf, and 
rlhips : while diofe bended knees. and 
lifted h^ds Ipeak no lefs plainly than 
! accents of her fitter, " Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God!" 
The pafBonate grief of Mary, the 
fping of her furrounding friends, and 
)ve all, the caufe of their forrow, 
aken our blefled Saviour to the ten- 
eft pity — ^^ He groaned in his fpirit,. 
i was troubled." He would no longer 
ay that manifeftation of his power,, 
ich fhould turn this heavinefs into 
. But e*er he can arrive at the place 
ere thofe dear remains are depofited, 
own example confecrates thofc tears, 
ich are every way compatible with 
' moft duteous refignation. infidelity 
K4 hardens. 
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hardens the heart, and bids us, irith ' 
dry eyes, and fuUen apathy, fubnutto i 
the evils of a rigorous deftiny. tk 
do^rine of Christ leaves lis in full pot 
iciHon of thole fenfibilities, yfUddi aie 
an honour, not a dilgracc to human ni* 
:ure. " Jesus wept." 

The fepulchre of Lazarus was a cav^ 
on the top of which a majQy fione bi 
been placed as a covering. He, ^ 
by the efncacy of his voice was about to 
raife the dead, will remove this obihd^ 
by the miniftry of other hands. Sur- 
rounded by bufy and malignant ene- 
mies, he will fo work as to give them no 
opportunity of cavilling, or charging 
him with coUufion. The command to 
remove the ftonc is feconded by an aft 
of omnipotent power — and the miri' 
culous proof of his Godhead is fo much 
the more wondered at, as it was Icaft 
cxpcfted. 
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Wb are all buried, O Saviour, in 
le grave of our fins. The ftone of ob- 
uracy muft be taken away from our 
carts, before we can attend to thy re- 
iving voice — ^then fhall it be heard, 
ven in the region of corruption, and we 
lall not be exhorted in vain, " Awake, 
' thou that fleepeft, and arife from the 
' dead, and Christ fliall give thee 
' light." 

The faith which had for awhile led 
he fifter of Lazarus, even againft hope, 
^ believe in hope, now feems to have 
withdrawn itfelf from her foul. Both 
cr zealous profeffions, and the gra- 
ious words of her Mailer, are vaniflied 
nd forgotten. Unwilling to difturb 
^le facred repofe of death, flie urges 
"iatthe body of Lazarus, who had been 
Cad four days, would be noifome and 
'Cftilential. Alas, how does the weak- 
^fs of our mortal nature throw obftacles 
^ the way of heavenly mercy, and op- 

pofe 
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pofe even that power which alone can 
refcue us ^ Said I not unto dific^ 
*^ that if thou wouldft believe^ tfaw 
«* ftiouldft fee the glory of God V 

Thev who were preparing to remove 
the ftone^ for a time refi-ained-frpm d^i^ 
labour— one while, fixing their eyes oa> 
Christj one while> on the lifter of I> 
zarus, to hear what would be the event 
of (6 important an objection. ButfooD 
are they given to underftand> both bf ' 
the words of our Saviour, and the du- 
teous acquiefcence of his handmaidi- 
that in fpite of apparent difficulties and 
difcouragements, the word of God m^ft 
be obeyed. The ftonc is removed-^^ 
and now they behold him dead who^^ 
they ihall foon fee revived. Every iit*" 
pediment is done away — ^all are in filef^^ 
expeftation — our Saviour begins hi- 
miracle. 

His eyes are raifed up to Heaven-^ 
thence he derives his power — thence h^ 

expcft^ 
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)ds and is allured of fuccefs. His 
ue addrefles the Almighty by the 
e of Father — that claim> which his 
lies judged to be blafphemy worthy of 
1, is made publicly,^ before a cloud 
/itnefles — Christ, as the Son of 
y gives thanks to him that iitteth oa 
throne for having " granted his 
's defire,, and fulfilled all his mind."* 
1, lifting up his voice with divine 
)rity, he cries aloud,, *' Lazarus,, 
me forth !" O glorious reprefenta- 
of that majeftic found, wherewith 
^ft trumpet (hall addrefs all that 
» and fhall awaken them from the 
It is thy voice, O Saviour^ 
h we fhall hear founding into the 
Pes of the tomb— that voice which 
pierce the rocks^ and divide the 
itains, and fummon the dead from 
loweft deeps — that voice, whereby 
rid was made, and whereby it fhall 
lifTolved — that voice which called 
• Pfalm XX. 4. 

time 



thofe bands, whereby the beloved 
zarus was holden — the linen folds, 
according to the cuftom of the 
were wrapped around his body, 
ther with aromatic fpices) are y 
on him, that the aftonifhed beh 
might fee the figns of death, wi 
proofs of life, and that they mig 
convinced, by irrefragable evi 
both of the feparation of his fbi 
body, and of their re-union, 
voice of Christ was thus po^ 
while he remained in his ftate i 
mility, how powerful fball it 
that awful day, when he fhall j 
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e earth — but now he hath pro- 
lying ^' Yet once more I (hake 
le earth only, but alfo Hea- 

what falutations, what joyful 
J did the happy fillers of Laza- 
vre him from his grave ! What 
rnt was in their looks — ^what 
I their hearts ! what adoration of 
) and Saviour who recalled him 
The furrounding neighbours 
ds behold the mighty aft, but 
lous impreffions of mind. Some 

believed, and confefled that 
as the Christ — others went 
' to the Pharifees, and by means 
ery miracles inflamed the ran- 
lis enemies. Lord, when thy 
5 lifted up, they would not fee — 
)f prejudice and obduracy was on 
rts — they received not the love 
ruth, that they might be faved. 
had Mofes faid unto the fathers, 
« A Pro. 



m vain naa au me propnecs i 
mucl, and thofe that fbllowc 
foretold of the prdmifed Mefliah 
heard not Mofes and the prophe 
ther were they perfuaded, tho 
irofe from the dead« 



C 143 ] 



^m 
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CHRIST'S ENTRY 

INTO 

JERUSALEM, 

SVER did our Saviour take fo 
. ftate upon him, as now, when he 
yoing towards hispaffion. Other 
ics he undertook without pomp or 
:y-^this with numerous attendance, 
3ud acclamation. Yet even here, 
)rd, thou didft blend thine accuf- 
i humility with thy triumphs— 
I, whofe chariots are twenty thou- 
even thoufands of angels, (that 
ripture might be fulfilled) wouldft, 
in this thy royal progrefs, demon- 
thy contempt of worldly magnifi- 
— " Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
Zion— -Ihout, O daughter of Jeru- 

« falem— 



the King of Ifrael, wouldft 
claimed fo — but in the very m 
thy afferting thy, juft pretenfic 
wouldft make it appear, that t 
dom was not of this world- 
glories on which the afFeftions 
kind are wont to dwell fo fon 
held by thee in their due el 
The multitude alone are thin 
ants — their homely garments, tl 
boughs, are fpread in the w; 
thee — they exclaim with (hout 
" Hofannah to the Son of 
*' blefled is He that cometh in 
« of the Lord!" 
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uMbevcr confefled that Jesus was the 

CflRisTj (hould be puntfbed with in- 

ftant excommunication. Behold here 

the bold and undaunted clients of the 

Mc05ah, who bare witnefs to him, in 

the prefence of all their brethren, at the 

gate of the royal city. In vain Ihall the 

^vcrfaries of Christ attempt to fup- 

pfds his glory. Sooner (hall they veil 

^e face of the fun from fliining on the 

^orld, than withhold the beams of his 

divine truth, by their envious oppofi- 

On, from the eyes and hearts of his 

^ople. In fpite of all Jewifh malignity, 

15 kingdom is confefled, is applauded, 

blefled 

THOU that art fairer than the chil- 
^en of men, in thy majefty ride prof- 
^roufly, becaufe of truth, and meek- 
^fs, and rightepufnefs. Full of grace 
^€ thy lips, becaufe God hath bleflcd 
Xee for ever! 

Vol, IV* L Thus 




pn^>Kts. ut Kings, lorcncr 
thronc of David— of pricfts, 
was the Temple— of prophctSj 
they delivered their oracles, 
their blood. Thither would Ji 
in his three-fold charader as 
Pricft, as Prophet. Acknow 
hofinnahs as a King — teachinj 
pic, and foretelling the defti 
their city, as a Prophet — s 
Prieft, taking pofleflion of fa 
and vindicating it from the foi 
tions of Jemfli facrilege. Of 
repaired to Jerufalem withou 
his enemies, becaufe without 
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King of the Jews, Herod was troubled, 
and all Jerufalem with him — the King 
of the Jews hiomfelf approaches, and lo, 
a new commotion ! One fpcftator draws 
on another — the noife increafes wich the 
concourfe — all is fear, and anxiety, and 
expeftation. " Who is this ?" 

"Was it a queftion of applaufe, or of 
contempt, or of ignorance ? Doubtlefs, 
the multitude enquired ferioufly, from 
a ciefire of information. Not that they 
were unacquainted with the perfon of 
C^^RiST, whofe doftrine and miracles 
had juftly rendered him well known a- 
"^^cift his countrymen — but they beheld 
h^Oa inveftedasit were with fome new and 
"^yftcrious charafter — claying claim to 
"^ftinvStions from which he had hitherto 
retired--^-encouraging and applauding 
^*^^ zealous acclamations of his ad- 

TT'he attendant difciples could not be 

^^ ^ lofs for an anfwer. Which of the 

L 2 pro- 
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phets had not put in their moutb^ 
'' Who is tbU ? A(k Mofes, andhf 
" ihall tell you — The Seed of the W(m» 
« that Jball break thejerpenfs bead. Aft 
*' our father Jacobs and he fliall tell 
w you — TbeSniLOH of the tribe of Ju-- 
«' dab. Afk David, and he (hall tel> 
^ you^TbeYiiYfG of Glory. Aflclfaiali^ 
" and he (hall tell you — Emanuel—^ 
^ Wonderful — Counfellor — tbe ACgbt^l 
" God— tbe Everlafting Fatber—tlr-^ 
" JPrince of Peace. Alk Jeremiah, anc=i 
^ he (hall tell you — Tbe Branch < 
•* David'— Tbe Lord our Rigbteou, 
" nefs. Afk Daniel, and he (hall tc 
«r you — Tbe Messiah. Alk Hofea, ai^ 
•* he ftiall tell you — Tbe Lord God O ^ 
*^ Hosts — tbe Lord /j bis memori^^ 



" Afk John the Baptift, and he ^\^^^ 
*' tell you — Tbe Lamb of God, Af^^^ 
•' the God of the prophets. He ha 
'' told you, 31&/V is my beloved Son, 
** whom I am well pleafed. Afk eve 
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* the powers of darkncfi thcmfelves— 
** Acy have been compelled to exclaim, 

* 1 know tbec who thou art^ the HOLY 
''ONE OF GOD."* 

Among the attending muldtudes 
feme are founds whofe voice, preventing 
that of the difciples, makes anfwer— - 
* This is Jesus, the prophet of Na- 
** zarcth in Galilee/* 

Ye undervalue your Matter, O ye 
fincCTe, but miftaken followers of 
Chkist— die herald who proclaimed 
^is approach was himfelf more than a 
prophet This is no other than that 
^od, by whom the prophets were both 
'^t, and inipired. Not Nazareth, but 
^^^hkhem was the place of his birth, 
^*^e proof of his tribe, the evidence that 
Vras theexpeded Meffiah. He whom 



he 



*"* See Genefis iii. 15. xlix, 10. Pfalm xxiv. 7, 
^^* Ifaiah vii. 14. ix. 6. Jeremiah xxiii. 5, 6. 
r^^Hiel ix. a5, a6, Hofea xii. 5, John i. 36* 
^^^tthcw iii. 17. Luke iv. 34. 

L 3 ye 
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ye tlius confciTcd, no doubc pardoned 
the de*l.":s of your confeflfion. Yefpakc 
accord;;"*g to :he common rumour which 
was diiHiied among the people. The 
two difciples, on their way to Em- 
maus gave him no other title. Their 
faith had not yet received its com- 
plction^-the Holy Spirit of God had 
not yet defcended from Heaven, to 
teach them all things. Even this tefti- 
mony, imperfeft as it was, found &• 
vour with the Father of mercies. ^^ 
we make profeflion of th© truth, ac- 
cording to the beft of our knowlcgf* ' 
though in many things we all offe^di 
the g jodnefs of God endureth contin^' 
ally — not judging us for what we h^^^ 
not, but accepting us, in what we ha^^' 
Shouidftthou, OLoRD, be extreme ^^ 
require from us perfcftion of knowle^^^ 
O Lord, who could abide it ? Wh^^ 
would be the condition of thofe foul^^ 
whofe crrours, not proceeding fro^^ 
n^alice, but ignorance, meet with pi^^^ 
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d forgivenefs at thy throne ? Bleflcd 
viour, how can we fufficiently adore 
ne infinite mercy, that, where thou 
deft a diligent enquiry after the truth, 
ned with an honeft fimplicity of heart, 
>u regardeft not our unwilling defefts, 
iu defpifeft not our well-nneant con- 
Hens ! 

Already had the people proclaimed 
CRIST as a K,ing— now, they declare 
ri tobe a Prophet. Why did not the Ro- 
Lii legions betake themfelves to arms, 
the former declaration ? Why did not 
- fcribes and Pharifees, and the envious 
^fthood, revolt againft the latter? 
aey had made decrees againft him — 
'y had laid wait for him — they had 
heatedly attempted to take away his 
- — ^yetnowj behold, he paflcs along 
•ough the ftreets of Jerufalem, hailed 
the King and Prophet of his people, 
thout a ihadow of oppofition from his 
Ernies. To what can this be imputed, 
t to the powerful and over-ruling 
L 4 arm 
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arm of his Godhead ? He, who r^ 
ftrained the rage and malice of Herod, 
on the firfl news that a King was borSi 
now rcftrains all the rulers of Jerufalem 
from lifting up their hand againft this 
laft and public acknowlegement of the , 
regal and prophetical office of Christ. 
Till the divine fufFerer himfelf confeots 
to pour out his foul unto deaths in vaia 
do his adverfaries take counfel toge- 
ther, to dedroy the Lord's anointed. 

In this manner^ O Saviour^ doft 
thou pafs through the ftreets of Jerufa- 
lem to the temple — not to the royal p^ 
lace, not to the " chief places of con- 
courlc," but to the temple, Whcn^ * 
pious and dutiful fon returns from a f^ 
country, whither does he firlt betaM^ 
himfelf, but to his fether's hou/^^ 
There thy prefcnce, O Lord, was mc^ 
ncceffary— there the fountain of trut^ 
corrupted and poifoned by deep aa 
dangerous abufes, fent forth pollute^ 

ftream 
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ftrtains into the once holy city. Surely 
^ good or evil is increafedand flrength- 
coed in {M-oportion as it is conne6ted 
with the temple. If Goo have there 
fehfiil fervants— if men find there 
K^holeibme inftruftion and holy ex- 
»QjpIcs, the people will not be without 
>oie happy tinfture of piety, of virtue, 
f devotion. The precious oil which 
as poured -on the head of Aaron, de- 
ended to the (kirts of his garments. 
No fooner is Christ arrived at the 
►ufe of God, than he begins the work 
reformation. That holy ground was 
ofaned by facrilegious traffic*— a pub- 
mart was held within the court of 
at facred place. The great Lord of 
5 temple comes to vindicate its in- 
Xcd honour— and, full of juft indigna- 
11, drives out thefe impious offenders-— 
\h down their tables — ^fcatters their 
ilty heaps — and fends away their ad* 
rents with fliame and confufion. 

WlTI^ 
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With what aftomfliment of mind^ 
thefc Jews behold their heavenly Re* 
prover! How did their confcieoce 
fmite them more than his fcourge, 
while that meek and gentle Savioufi 
who came to take our ftripes upon hiiDi 
darted forth facred vengeance from bis 
eyes, and with his uplifted arm chaflife^ 
their profanations ! Surely it becand^ 
thee, O Redeemer of men, to let tb 
world perceive that thou hadft not lo^ 
thy jufticc in thy mercy — ^that while th 
companion is infinite, thy feverity i 
awful— ^that thou couldft thunder, a 
well as (hine. 

There is a veneration due to th^ 
houfe of God, and to the fervice u 
which it is dedicated, Aftions of a fe 
cular nature are not fit for that facrec 
roof, much lefs thofe which are uuhal 
lowed and profane. " Ye (hall reverend* 
*^ my fan6tuary— I am the Lord*' 
The covetoufiiefs of the priefts, tb 

frauC 
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rauds of the money-changers were an 
^tolerable abufe of the temple. What 
k>^t holinefs can become that place, 
^ich is itfelf the Beauty of Holinefs ? 

" Behold, I will fend my meflenger, 
^*and he fhall prepare the way before 
\ ^t — and the Lord whom ye feek, 
Aall fuddenly come to his tem- 
pfe— even the meflenger of the cove- 
''^nt, whom ye delight in: behold, 
^^ Ihall come, faith 'the Lord of 
"^fl:s. But who may abide the day 
^^ his coming ? and who fhall ftand 
''^^n he appeareth ? for he is like a 
"^Eier's fire, and like fuller's fope. 
^-•^tJ he fhall fit as a refiner and puri- 
^^*^ of filver — and he fhall purify the 
^^^5 of Levi, and purge them as gold 
^^^filver, that they may ofFer unto 
^^ Lord an offering in righteoufnefs. 
^ *>.en fhall the offering of Judah and 
)^x-ufalem]^be pleafant unto the Lord, 
^^ in the days of old, and as in former 

*' years. 
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** years. And I will ccHne near t 
^ to judgment and I will be a 
^ ^tncls agsunft the Ibrcerers, 
^ againft the adulterers, aixl a; 
^ fidfefwearers, and agsunft thofc 
^ oppreis the hireling in his wages 
^ widow, and the &therle(s, and 
^ turn afide the ftranger from his 
*' and fear not me, faith die Lo 
" Hofts." 



1 
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CHRIST BETRAYED. 

SO obn6xious was Christ who raifed 
carus^ and Lazarus whom Christ 
bd> to the envious priefts^ and 
bes> and elders^ that they confult 

murder both. While cither of 
i\ lives, the glory of that miracle 
not die, nor the (han^e of its oppo- 
its, AjSembled in the palace of Cai- 
las, they caft their heads together 
K one confent, and are confederate 
inft die Son of God. Eager as they 

for the deftruftion of the innocent^ 
ir prudence fuggefts to them, that 
^a violence will be fruitlefs. Sub^ 

tilty 
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cltT and trachcry muft do that, wluch 
vouii be vzioly attempted by poffcr. 

A FIT iiiibruaicnt is ipeedily pitched 
izpoa tor this accxirled purpofe. Among 
the choien followers of Christ oneii 
found, who was in his heart the fervanl 
not of God, but of Mammon. Of i^ 
arts is not that foid capable, wluch i 
enilaved by the hateful power of avarice 
Judas, who heaid Christ dsdly, whoc 
others heard pieach Christ daily, «b 
wimeiled the miracles of his Mallei 
and doubtkfs Iharcd thofe miracuto 
gifts belt J wed on his companions, 
fjll a thicr^ and afterwards a traito 
*^ What will ye give me, and I willd' 
?' liver him unto you ?" 

O w^RETCHED Judos, what will the 
what can the\- give, of equal value wi 
Him, whom thou offereft as a victim 
their malice : Were they able to p 
or thou to receive, all the precious tre 
furcs of the worH, how were this pri 



CHRIST BETRAYED. I59 

jquivalent to that Word of God, by 
rfiom all things were made ? Could 
hey have beftowed on thee the empire 
•ftheuniverfe, or given thee fupremacy 
vcf the bright luminaries of Heaven, 
iyfolly would ftill have kept pace with 
ly prefumption. Alas, what had they, 
liferable men, to offer for fuch a pur- 
bafe? The time was, when he who 
tftigated thee to this treafon, could 
ly to thy Matter, " All the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them 
are mine — all thefe will I give thee." 
lad he attempted to Ihake thy fidelity 
y a fimilar propofal, the bafe world- 
ng might have found fome excufe for 
hine apoftafy— but when we behold 
hee giving up thy bleffed Lord and Sa- 
vour to his enemies for thirty filver- 
ings, we know not, whether more to 
ibhpr thy treachery, or to wonder at 
hine infatuation. 
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The price was not more ddpicaUc^ 
than the undertaking was audacious. 
Had all the powers of hell combiofid 
with their emiflaiy, the7 could not have 
delivered our Saviour into the hand^ol 
men. <^ No man taketh my life im 
** me," faith Christ, " but I lay i 
•« down of myfelf/' Had he hm 
pleafed to refill, his word would atonoc 
have configned the traitor and his ac- 
complices to their juft punifhment. 
blefied Lord, all our fafety, all our hap* 
pinels depends not {o much upon thioe 
a£fi as upon thy will. In vain migN 
we cxpeft benefit from thy paffion, il 
thou hadft undergone that by conftraint 
which thou didft voluntarily iuftain fo 
our falvation. 

The compadt is made— the price i 
given — Judas returns, and with unblufli 
ing effrontery looks on his Matter, an< 
■on his companions. His heart tol^ 
him he was falfe — ^but he was in foC 
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fcffioh of the price of blood. He was 
not now for the firft time an hypocrite. 
The paflbver is at hand — ^Judas is no 
kfs diligent to make preparation for it, 
no kfs ready to receive it, than the moil 
faithful and zealous of the apoftles. 

How many proofs had this traitor re- 
ceived of his Matter's omnifcience ! 
Every day afforded frefli demonftration, 
that the thoughts and intents of the 
heart were under the cognizance of 
Christ — ^nay, while Judas attempts to 
Conceal his bafenefs, our Saviour con- 
ceals not his own knowlege of it. " Ve- 
^' rily I fay unto you, that one of you 
*' Ihall betray me." Who would not 
^hink that wickednefs, fo difcovered, 
would be full of fhame ? Did not Judas 
fclulb, and grow pale again, and call 
down his guilty eyes, and turn away his 
troubled countenance ? Alas, that brow 
^s fteeled againft every generous feeling ; 
that heart knows neither pity, nor re- 
VoL. IV, M pentance. 
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pentance. Could the difciples have ob- 
ferved on any countenance among tbot 
fellows the lead: token of confufion, tbe 
words of their Mailer would have af- 
fedted them with lefs poignant fom)W^ 
now, rather thinking fit to diflruft their 
own innocence, than their Matter's af- 
fertion, each trembles while he cnquircSi 
*' Lord, is it I ?" It is pofliblc that 
there may lurk fome fecret wickedncfs 
in the foul, unfufpefted by ourfclves 
Whither may we not be fufiered to foi 
if we truft too prefumptuoufly to o* 
own ftrength ? It is both wife and ho 
to be ever on our guard, and to examii 
our hearts with the moft fcrupulous a ' 
curacy. Happy is the man, who 
feareth alway. " Lord, is it I ?" 

Meanwhile, how hath Judas de 
ceived his companions ! Had his forme 
life been damped with notorious wick 
ednefs, they would have found an objed 
on which to reft their juft fulpicion^ 
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NoW| his pafl villainy hath been fo (hi- 
concealed, that every one of the 
ties is as ready to fufpeft himfelf, 
»s him who was really guilty. Well 
might die God of all knowlege exclaim, 
^ The heart is deceitful above all things, 

* and defperately wicked !" Judas can 
I icar the denunciations of judgnnent a- 

pinft hinifelf— -he can hear his Matter 
fay, « Woe be to that man, by whoni 

* the Son of Man is betrayed— good 
^' Were it for that man if he had never 
^ been born," and yet he is no more 
appalled than very innocence. He hath 
'^^de a covenant with death, and with 
*^^11 an agreement. O Judas, didft 
fno\i ever hear ought but truth from the 
"p^ of thy divine Reprover ? canft thou 
^i^ruft the certainty of that dreadful 
'^^tiace of vengeance ? how wert thou 
^^^ afraid, after fuch an intimation, td 
P^rfift in thine atrocious purpofe ? 

M 2 As 
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As if that Ihamclefs offender ^nrid 
brave all accufatioiij and ftifie allre" 
morfe, he too dares afk> " Mafter,*** 
" it I ?" No difciple (hall protcft more 
loudly againft this crime than he wh^ 
fofters it in his own bofom. His Lor< 
knows him to be a traitor — ^he fhall aC 
live to complain — his brethren accoui 
him virtuous — all is well, while he 
well efteemed. Reputation is all it 
care of falfe hearts — not truth,, not he 
nour, not confcience : while they ag 
pearinnocent to men, they care not h(^ 
criminal they are in the fight of God. 

Had our Saviour been lefs perfeft - 
knowlege, a queftion of this natu - 
would have le.l him to doubt the reali 
of his Tvpoftle's gailt. Who could irt^- 
gine that a felf-convifted finner woi> 
thus meet a juft accufation ? But p5 
whofe all-piercing eyes behold things 
they are, pot as they feem to be, c^ 
.•anfwer this bold enquiry with a dire6t a- 

firmation— 



/^ 
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Bnnation — ^' Thou haft faid/' Wretched 
tfeariot, couldft thou think, that thou 
rcrt able to endure the beams of that 
•un, which pervades the reqefles of thine 
eart ? Was it not fufEcient for thee to 
e fccretly vicious, unlefs thou contend- 
I with an omnifcient accufer ? Thou 
dft imagine thy crime unknown — to 
en it was fo. Had thy Mafter been n6 
3re than man, it had been unknown 

him— :now his knowlege argues him 
^ine. How canft thou yet refolve to 

up thine hand againft Him who 
ows thine offence, and can either 
•Vent, or avenge it? 
The words fpoken by Christ to his 
acherous apoftle were unheard by the 
ifts around them — but the guilt of 
das fhall foon be whifpered to one, 
i known by all. Humble and peni- 
t finners have a claim on us for pity, 
1 concealment. Shame is meet for 
)fc who are deftitute of fliame. 

M 3 The 
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The zealous and impadcot Peter 
cannot reft under the anguifh ofib 
doubtful a criminadon. His breafi is 
tortured with fulpenfe, till he know 
the man. His figns aflc, what his voice 
dares not. The beloved difciple undcr- 
ftands this filent language^ and dares §^ 
words to Peter's thoughts. The it^' 
definite aflcrtion of treafon among' tH^ 
apoftles affords fufficient ground for tl>^^ 
enquiry — •* LorDj who is it?'' 

That which was timoroufly demanded 
is anfwered gracioufly — " He it is^ *^ 
" whom I fhall give a fop, when 
*' have dipped it/* Our Saviour w^ 
unwilling to name the criminal — but 1^ 
will point him out by a fign to his anx^ 
ous querift. He fays not, " Mark th^ 
*' man, on whom I fhall frown — marX 
" him, on whom I fhall inflift fom^ 
" public cenfure" — he rather beflows oT 
the guilty parricide a token of more thar^ 
ordinary refpedt and afFedion. The out- 

warcJ 



fts of God arc not always proofs 
ovc — riches, plcafures, honours, 
J cither withholden from us in 
or difpenfcd in juft indignation, 
roundlcfs had been the jealoufy of 
fciple, who envying the favour 

Judas, had deemed himfclf 
with undue negleft! So vain 

yy who meafuring God's ^fFedlion 
iporal benefits, are ready to ap- 
uccefsfiil wickednefs, and grudge 
their Ihort-lived happinefs, who 
apableofany better. 
'OURS ill-ufed make the heart ca- 
of any evil. Judas, comparing 
ifter's a6tion with the geftures of 
and the recent conference (un- 
by himfelf) between Jesus and 

1 of Zebedee, is now more irritated 
:form what he had wickedly pro- 

But, O Lord, how fhall we 

ords in which to exprefs our fenfe 

meelinefs, thy divine long-fuffer- 

M 4 ing? 
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ing? No angry word efcapes thy fips» 
even when addrefling the moft cnid of 
thine enemies — ^^ That thou docft, do 
" quickly." Why are we inflamed by 
our petty wrongs ? why do we fwell with 
anger, and fly to revenge on every oc(> 
fion, when the great Example of all pa* 
tience will not revile even the foul and 
bloody traitor ? . The difciples yet re- 
main in ignorance — they know notfo 
what intent our Lord haftens the de- 
parture of this abandoned confpirator. 
The deed was every way villainous: but 
if it muft be done, delay is only an ag- 
gravation of mifery. The innocent vic- 
tim, already doomed to die, fpeaks as 
one prepared for fufFering, and meekly 
refigns himfelf to all the malice of hi^ 
enemies. 

That obdurate heart will not relei^^' 
The traitor knows his way to thepala^^ 
(;f the High Pricft, and points out ^^ 
time, the place, the manner in whi^^ 
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e wll give effeft to his perfidy. 

Whomfbever I fhall kifs^ that fame is 
he/* Yet more hypocrify ? Yet 
ore prefumption on fuch unparallelled 
lity ? Shall that facred cheek be con- 
nlnated by thine unhallowed touch ? 
le tongue of him who. has agreed to 

his Matter, dares fay " Hail" 5 the 
I which have pafled the compaft of 
death, dare to kifs Him whom they 
. covenanted to murder. O Saviour, 

fcourge, the thorns, the crofs, the 
ir of thy perfecutors were not fo pain- 
fo piercing, as this kifs of Judas. The 
•s of an enemy could not be fo griev-, 
» as the treacherous embrace of a dif- 
e. 
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.oft chofen difciples^ who had feen 
s glorious transfiguration. That fight 
id well fore-armed and prepared thena 
)r the Icenes which fliould follow^ 
low could they be difheartened at the- 
peftacle of his forrows, who had 
:ontemplated his fplendid Majefty on 
^ount Tabor ? How could their faith 
md conftancy be fhaken by his fufFer- 
ngs^ who had been prefent at the mani* 
feftation of his celeftial radiance, whea 
lis face did fhine as the fun, and his 
"aiment was bright as the light ? How 
•ould they be offended,, at feeing him 
ncompafled by Judas and his train, 
'horn they had ken receiving homage 
orn Mofes and Elias ? How could 
^^ be difcouraged at hearing the re- 
'oaches of bafe and flanderous men, 
'len they had heard the voice of God 
-aring witnefs from that excellent 
ory, " This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleafed?" 

Now, 
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N ow, before the eyes of thefe ap 
the Saviour of mankind is enterinj 
a dark cloud of anguifti — " He 
to be forrowful, and very heavy." '. 
anxious thoughts for thofe whoi 
came to redeem had on former occ 
been fubdued by his divine fortiti 
at laft, his grief is too great to be 
cealed — ^^ My foul is exceeding fo 
« ful, even unto death." Blefled I 
what muft thou have felt, at the 
ment of thy complaining? Feeble i 
are apt to bemoan themfclves on 
occafions — but that grief muft nee 
violent, which caufes a ftrong he; 
break forth into paflionate lament 
Alas, what a word is this for thee 
Son of God, to utter ! Where i 
Comforter, whom thou didft pr 
to fend to others ? Where is thine E 
Father, the Father of all mercie 
God of ail comfort, in whofe prefei 
the fulnefs of joy, and at whofe 
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hanfl there is plcafure for evermore ? 
Where is thine undaunted refolution, 
that thou wouldft walk through the val- 
ley of the (hadow of death without fear ? 
Lord, thou couldft not thus have fuf- 
fered, had not the face of thy God been 
'or a while withdrawn from thee, that 
hou mightfl: tread the wine-prefs alone, 
t was night, as in the material world, 
> in thy foul. It was the hardeft por- 
on of thy mifery, that thou wcrt dif- 
^nfolate. . 
But to whom doft thou reveal 
y forrows, O Saviour of mankind ? 
^retched is he who muft unbofom him- 
If to his inferiors. Had Peter, or 
iines, or John uttered fuch a lamenta- 
^n to thee, they would at once have 
Und reft to their fouls — thou wouldft 
Lve been both ready to fhew compaf- 
>n and able to afford relief. But now, 
^ile thou makeft thy lamentation to 
'^m, what iffue doft thou expeft ? 

They 
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They might be afioni£hed aod Slid 

with horrour at thy grie^ but they had 

no power to give thee afliftance, oi 

^ven to mitigate, while they fhared, th] 

woe. Indeed, what could all the angd 

of heaven, as o£ themfclves, do to fuc 

•cour thee ? What ftrength could the 

have, but from thee ? What creatui 

can help, when thou complained i 

The venerable Simeon pn^hefic 
to thy bleffed mother, that a fwor 
fliould pierce through her foul. Ho 
many fwords in one moment pierce 
through thine, when thou criedft ou 
^' My foul is exceeding forrowful eve 
" unto death ?" It was not thy boc 
that fufFered now — yet thou who ^< 
Jbeft acquainted with the nature of t 
forrows, declareft thyfelf not only 
faulted, but poflcfled, by grief — gi 
fo vehement as to be without relaxatii 
and as it were without remedy — exceed 
Jorrowful unto death. 

O BL£S5 
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O BLESSED Saviour^ what ^as it, 
what could it be, which thus lay heavy 
on thy divine foul ? Was it that thou 
didft fear to die ? Was it that thou didft 
Ihrink with horrour from the pain, 
and Ihame and torment of thine ap- 
proaching crucifixion ? O poor and bafc 
thoughts of weak' and impotent morta- 
lity! How many thoufands of thy 
tleffcd martyrs have welcomed no lefs 
txquifite torttires with fmiles and con- 
gratulations ? how nuny have triumphed 
in the midft of thofe fufferings which 
their very perfecutors thought were in- 
tolerable ! If their wcaknefs was thus 
undaunted, and could thus prevail, how 
could thy power fail of the vidlory ? 
No— it was the grievous weight of the 
fins of a guilty world — it was .the bur- 
^^n of thy Father's wrath in confequence 
^f that fin, which thusprefled down up- 
on thy foul i and wrung from thee thefc 
^ffefting lamentations. 

What 
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What can it avail thee» O Saviour, 
to tell thy grief to man? Who can af- 
ford thee fuccour> but HE of whonoi 
(fpeaking in thy human charafter) thou 
faidft, ** My Father is greater than I f 
Lo, to Him thou liaft r ecourfc. " 
" my Father, if it be poffible;, remoyc 
" this cup from me!*' 

Was not this the prayer, bkflcd 
Lord, which in the days of thy fldh 
thou offeredft up, with ftrong crying and 
tears, unto Him that was able to iavc 
thee from death ? Never was any vote 
io ftrong — never was God fo folicited. 
thou who faidft, ^' I and my Father arc 
" One,", doft thou fufFer ought from thy 
Father, but what thou hadftconfentedj ] 
hadft determined to fufFer ? Was this 
cup placed in thy hands by accident, 0^ 
by compulfion ? Away with thefe mif' 
taken fuppofitions of ignorance an^ 
frailty. Thou cameft to fuffer, ar>^ 
thou wouldft do what thou cameft fo/^ 
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t fince thou wcrt willing to embrace 
whole of our human nature, fm only 
epted — ^fince it is human, and not 
ul, for the heart to recoil at fuffer- 
-—thou wouldft both (hew what the 
ore which thou hadft aflfumed would 
inclined to wi(b, and what, in regard 
:he ialvation of mankind, thou hadft 
berately fixed on, " Not as I will, 
ut as thou wilt!" 

V'hile thy mind was thus agitated 
^aried emotions, no marvel if thy 
were not fixed — ^thy place is changed, 
lot thy thoughts — now thou awaken- 
:he vigilance of thy difciples — now 

returneft to thy ardent prayer, 
in thou art proftrate on thy face — 
bul, as well as thy body, is brought 
even to the earth — it cleaveth to 
luft. As thy forrows increafe, fq 

the vehemence of thy fupplica- 
-*' Being in an agony, he prayed 

earneftly — and his fweat was as it 
DL, IV* N were 
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But O ye glorious fpiritSt ^ho came 
to comfbrt the Savi6ur of mankind in 
lus agony, how did ye look upon the 
Son of God, when ye faw him in this 
fererity of conflidk! With what afto- 
ubment did ye behold the objed of 
your adorations thus ^' acquainted with 
grief!" In the wildernels, after he had 
! been aiTaulted by Satan, ye came and 
Winiftered unto him — and now, after an 
harder combat, ye appear to ftrengtbcn 
hind. O marvellous difpenfation of the 
Almighty— An angel Ihall relieve him 
whom God doth afflidt The Son (hall 
fuffer — the fcrvant Ihall bring confola- 
^n. The God of angels is overwhelmed 
with forrow — the angel of Goo appears 
^nto him, ftrengthening him. 

Blessed Jesus, if as a man thou 
wouldft be made a little lower than the 
angels, it could not dilhonour thee to 
^ attended and comforted by an angel. 
Thine humility would not have difdained 
N 2 relief. 




fee not the face of thy Father, 
of his mercy is upon thee— rwi 
that Ipirit have done, but under 
tion of the God of fpirits ? O 
mercies, thou mayft bring th] 
into agony, but thou wilt not g 
over unto defpair. Whatever 
means of our fupport, we acl 
and adore the Author. 

"In the multitude of the 
" I had in my heart, thy comfc 
-^ refreflied my. fouL" 
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PETER AND MALCHUS. 

>UR bleffed Lord, when he fcleaed 
three difciples from their compa- 
s, looked for fome relief from their 
ty, fome degree of comfort from 
prefence. A feafonable word may 
from the meaneft attendant, and 
: peace to the troubled foul. But 
rief which He fuftained, who bare 
brrows, could only be removed by 
ilmighty power which had inflifted 
. That hand alone which had 
ded, was able, in this inftance, to 
e. 

LAS, what broken reeds are men ? 

e our Saviour is in his agony, the 

N 3 apoftles 
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apoftles are fleeping, as in a nioment of 
the moft profound tranquillity. Admo* 
nitionsj (hreatenings, intreaties, cannot 
induce them to watch one hour with 
their fuflfcring Mailer. While he tells 
them of danger, they think only of eafc— 
and, chough twice awakened, return to 
their ill-timed flumber. . O Lord, what 
confolation was afibrded thee by thefe 
thy followers ? The Sincerity of thrir 
intentions was rendered ineSe£bual by 
the prevalence of mortal infirmity. In . 
the mount, where thou wert transfigured 
they were overwhelmed with amaze- 
ment — and now, in the hour of thine 
agony, they are loft in fleep, when they 
fhould compairionatc thy futferings. 

Doubtless, even this difregard made 
thy prayers more fervent. The lefs com- 
fort we meet with on earth, the more 
we feek, the more we find, above. Thou, 
O Saviour, " wert heard in that tho^ 
" fearedft. An angel fupplies what was 

deficient 
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deficient through the weaknefs of men. 
That fpirit was vigilant^ while thy dif- 
ciples flept Thou couldft not but be 
benefited by the exchange. 

No fooner is this good angel departed, 
than the fon of perdition appears. Judas 
Ihews himfelf at the head of his band of 
rufiians. The rcmorfelcfs traitor, who^ 
had fo long followed his blefled Mafter, 
aficds to be the leader of thefe barbarous 
affailants — ^ftill he mixes hypocrify with 
villainy — ^his very falutations and kiflcs 
murder. Even now, O Lord, (while 
the audacious finner by his enormities 
crucifies thee afrelh) the falfe pretender 
to religion betrays thee. All who under 
a Ihow of godlinefs praftife impiety- 
all who honour thee with their lips, 
while their hearts are far from thee, 
walk in the ftcps of the apoftate Judas, 
and follow his example. 

Who can, without the livelicft emo- 
tions, hear the gracious words of the 
N 4 Lamb 
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Lamb of God to his rebellious difci 
" Friend, wherefore art thou corn 
•As y.et, Judas, it was not too 1 
Had one fpark of grace remained in . 
perfidious bofom, that word had broug 
thee on thy knees. But all this funlhii 
tannot melt an obdurate heart. The fig 
is given : Jesus is taken* Wretchcc 
traitor,, why wouldft thou for this pur- 
pofe be fo attended ? Why was fuch a 
band, fo armed,, employed againft the 
Lord of life ? Had our Saviour refufcd 
to obey,, all the forces of the world, all 
the powers of hell had been infufficient — - 
fince he was contented to be delivered 
up into the hands of finners, there was 
no need of an hoftile multitude. When 
he faid, " I am he," that breath alo^e 
roiiced all the troops, and caft th^^ 
to the earth. What if he had fai^* 
" I will not be taken," where had th^^Y 
been ? or what could their fwords ar^^° 
Itaves have done againft omnipotence I 
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J difciples,. who had failed of their 
ce, fail not of their couragpi. 
had heard their Matter fpeak of 
ng weapons, and now they thought 
:ime toufethem — " Lord, Ihall 
mite?" But Peter,, inftead of 
I his lips, unfheaths his fword — 
of waiting for permiffion, fmites. 
\ noted Malchus,. a fervant of the 
left, too ready to fecond Judas, 
raife his fecrilegious hand againft 
iour of mankind. On a fudden his 
tion rifcs, and his arm is lifted up. 
ir, which had officioufly liftened 
unjuft and cruel charge of a 
traitor, is now fevered from the 
this audacious offender. 
"E and honour thy zeal, O bleffed 
Thou couldft not endure the 
lone to thy divine Mailer. Had 
3een dearer to thee than his fafety,, 
•uldft not have drawn thy fword 
whole troop. It was in the fin- 

cerity 
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aoc inftantly hate him who had been 

thj companion^ thine equals and thine 

own fiuniliar friend ? Whatever were 

Ay motives, the aft itfelf meets with 

reproof from that innocent Sufierer, in 

^fe defence thou wert thus infenfible 

of danger. " Put up again thy fword 

"into its place — ^for all they that take 

''thefword^ Ihall perilh by the fword." 

Good intentions will not give a fanftion 

to intemperate ralhnefs. The God whom 

y^ ferve can at once accept our mean- 

"^g> and ccnfure our aft. Could there 

^ an objeft more worthy of zealous af- 

-<^ion than fuch a Matter ? Could 

^^re be a more juft caufe wherein to be 

^odigal of life ? Yet this love, this 

^^fe, cannot exempt Peter from the 

'^tlc correftion of his Lord. 

^HEN the Prince of Peace bade his 

* lowers fell their garments, and buy a 

'Ord, he meant to infinuate the dangeVy 

^t the method of averting it. When 

they 
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they tlierefore replied, " Bchold,.hat 
•• are two fwords," he anfwercd, " Itk 
" enough/' Ifhe had afhially intended 
to arm them in his defence, many mors 
would have been neceflary. If he would 
be led, as an unrefifling viftim,. to the 
flaughter, the zeal of Peter is fupcrflu- 
ous — '* Put up thy fword." There is a 
temporal fword ; and he who bears it^ 
bears it not in vain : for he is ordained 
to be an avenger, that wrath may be 
executed on evil-doers^ But woe to him 
who draws it without juft. authorityr 
wirhout lawful commiffion from above ! 
No marvel, if they who fo take the 
the fword, (hould, by a juft retributioni 
periihby the fword. ' " Thou, haft zeal): 
•' O my faithful fcrvant, but not ^c- 
" cording to knowlege. Thine aft ^^ 
" not only inconfiderate, but dang^^' 
" ous. The cup which my Father hcf^ 
" given ntey fljall I not drink it ? Thc^ 
" draweft thy fword to refcue me fror^ 

" fuftering — 
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^ fuffering, Alas, if I fuffcr not, what 
'' would become of thee ? what would 
' become of mankind ? how would ef- 
^ feft be given to that eternal and juft 
^ decree, whereby 1 am a Lamb flain 
■ from the beginmng of the world? 
Wilt thou hinder thine own falvation, 
and that of aH others, to the end of 
time? Haft thou forgotten the re- 
buke given thee on a former occafion, 
when thou didft fuggeft to me this 
immunity from my paffion * ? and wilt 
thou attempt a real oppofition to this 
great and neceflary work? Canft 
thou imagine, that this fufFering of 
mine is not altogether free and vo- 
luntary ? Canft thou think that I 
yield, as having no means of refift- 
ance ? Have not I given to thee, 
and to the world, the moft undeniable 
proofs of mine omnipotence ? Even 

• See Matthew xvi. 23. 
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<< now haft thou leen the poweiful cffi- 
<c cacyofone word from my lipsontbde 
'^ weak ali^lancs. At this momcnty 
" were I to afk aid of my Father^ all 
*^ the glorious angels of Heaven wouU 
" leave their thrones for my rcfcuc 
" Could this accord with the jufticcof 
" my decree, with the glory of my 
" mercy, with the benefit of man's ic* 
*' dempdon, it would be done — m? 
•• power would triumph over the itn- 
*' potent malice of mine enemies. Bt»^ 
" now, as that decree muft be accoft^" 
" pliflied, as that mercy muft beaf>' 
" proved, as mankind muft be rar% 
** fomed, as all this cannot be dor^* 
" \\ithout my fuffering, thy well-meai» ^ 
" valour is no other than a wrong t-^^ 
" chyfelf, to the world, to me, to m ^ 
« Father." 

While thou rebukeft the zeal of th>^ 
difciple, O Lord, thou doft at th-^ 
fame time interpofe for his prefervatioi*- 

Though 
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hough he hath fmitten, he is un- 
wndcd— though his arm hath caufed 
ood to flow from thine enemy, he re- 
ives no return of violence from that 
md of ruffians. It was thy power, which 
ftraincd their rage — thy gracious in- 
rpofition, which prevented their re* 
nge. 

Meanwhile,, how docs thine ex- 
^ple, as well as thy dodlrine, teach us 
c forgivenefs of injuries ! O thou 
mpaffionate Saviour, many greater 
►nders hadft thou wrought — none, 
ich exhibited more mercy, more di- 
ic meeknefs, than this thy laft miracle 
healing — none, which more loudly 
^claimed thy gracious clemency, thy 
>dnefs to thy very enemies. Where- 
- came this man, but in an hoftile 
nner to deprive thee of life, or li- 
ty ? What pretenfions could the 
^ant of Caiaphas make to favour ? 
d he not been foremoft among thine 

aflailants. 
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afTailants, how would he haveinctdi^ 
fword of thine apoftic ? Yet now, ca- 
circled by the throng of thine apprc- 
hcnders, while their malicey and vio- 
lence were at their height, while thou 
wert in inftant peril of deach, thou 
healell that ear^ which had refufed to 
hearken to thine inftru6tive voic^— 
which had liftened eagerly to the blaf- 
phenny of the multitude, while they con- 
Ipired to take away thy life. O Mal- 
chus, is not thine heart broken with re^ 
morfe, for having meditated evil againft 
one endued with fb much power and 
goodnefs ? Wilt thou devife further 
mifchief againft him ? Wilt thou not 
acknowlege his omnipotence, and mag- 
nify his tender mercies ? Can thy com- 
panions behold a fpeftacle like this 
with relentlefs hearts ? Unthankful 
Malchus, and cruel foldiers, ye will not 
abandon your execrable purpofe. Steeled 
againft pity, remorfe, convidtion, ye 

perfift 
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fift in your bloody cnterprife — ye ac- 
nplifli your horrible defigns. " They 
t had laid hold on Jesus^ led him 

17." 
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CHRIST BEFORE CAIAPHAS 

THE traitor Judas, who foon 
terminated his crimes by a mif 
fuicide, gave this charge concernii 
bleffed Mafter— " Hold him 
Fear makes his guard cruel : the; 
their innocent prifoner, and thir 
manacles ftrong enough for this n 
adverfary. Behold thofe hands 
made heaven and earth, wrung to. 
and bruifed with thofe mercilefs C( 
behold Him bound, who came 
flore us to the liberty of the chile 
God — behold the Lord of life cor 
tuoijfly dragged through the ftr< 
Jerufalem,, to Annas, to Caiaph 
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ilate, to Herod, while the bafe and 
conftant multitude follow him with 
:preffions of infult and contumely ! 
he aft of death has not in it fo much 
iiery and horrour, as the pomp of 
ath. 

But what needed all this pageant of 
uelty ? Wherefore this lingering of 
. unjuft execution ? Was it, that 
eir malice thought a quick difpatch too 
eat mercy ? Was it, that while they 
eant to be bloody, they would feem 

be equitable ? A fudden violence 
^xjld have been evidently murderous : 
^^W, the colour of a legal procefs feems 

conceal their deep malignity — feems 

render them honourable, and the ac- 
ted, guilty.. 

This feizure of our Lord was efFefted 

its proper hour — a deed of fo much 

-"^^knefs was not for the light. It is 

^\?v refolved that he fhall die ; and now 

'^tences are fought that he may appear 

O 2 worthy 
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worthy of death. The priefts 
fcribes, and elders are foremoft i 
atrocious aft — they have paid the 
of his blood, and they look on Je 
their own. The convention is h 
the hall of Caiaphas. Falfc wi 
are fought for, and receive their i; 
tions. What fafety can innocem 
where the evidence is thus wilful 
rupted ? What ftate was ever f( 
as not to afford fome mifcreant: 
would barter their confcience for 
Yet even fo the accufers of 
agree not, but fhame themfelv 
their fuborners. God hath fet i 
upon falfehood — he hath ftigmat 
with diflbnance and diftraftion. ] 
Saviour, what purity was in th; 
trine, what holinefs in thy life, th 
lice itfelf, when it fuught thy d< 
tion, could not fo nnuch as devifc 
to flander ! 
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At laft two faife witnefles are found, 
wrhofe teftimony is lefs incongruous and 
:ontradi<aory to itfelf— " This fellow 
* faid, I am able to dejiroy the temple of 
^* God, and to build it in three days^* 
Ajid were thefe the words which pro- 
ceeded from his facred lips ? He fpake 
>f a temple — of deftroying— of build- 
'^g— of three days 5 but he fpake of the 
emple of his body : in the figurative 
^nguage of prophecy he forcfhadowed 
»is death and his refurreftion — he (pake 
f his conflift, and his viftory. The 
^ords were his — the conftruftion yours : 
^e words were true — the evidence falfe 
■^d flanderous. 

Where the refolution is previoufly 
ken, any pretence will be fufficient to 
^^ry it into efFeft. Had thofe words 
-^ti fpoken, as it was fuggefted, they 
^^tained no crime — had he been, as 
^y fuppofed him, a mere man, the 
^ech had carried a femblance of often- 
O 3 tation, 



I9S CHRIST BEFORE CAIAPHAS. 

tation, no femblance of blafphemy. 
Yet how vehement is Caiaphas for an 
anfwer ! as if that hallowed pile had al- 
ready fufFered facrilegious violence : as 
if our Lord had ralhly aflailed the teio- 
ple, and Him that dwelleth therein. 

That infinite wifdom well knew ho^^ 
little fatisfaftion there could be in K^ 
reply, where the fentence was det^-^' 
mined. '^ Jesus held his peace 
Where the queftioner is unworthy, tl" 
queftion captious, the tendency of 
malicious, the beft anfwer is filence. 

When our Lord ftood before th^^ 
cruel Annas, his facred cheek was {mit^ ^' 
ten for his juft and moderate reply — no^^ *^ 
his filence is no lefs difpleafmg. Cai*^ ^' 
aphas was crafty as well as rancorous- ^* 
What was in vain attempted by fal^*'^ 
witnefTes, Ihall be accompli (hed b^^/ 
means of the prifoner himfelf — a foleit^ -" 
adjuration fhall make it unnecefTary ^^^ 
have recourfe to the teftimony of ^^-^ ' 
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cmfers. ^ I adjure thee by the living 
^* God, that thou tell us, whether thou 
'^ be the Christ, the Son of God.*' 
Caiaphas, thy lips are unhallowed, 
biit thy charge is dreadful. Now, if 
Fisus hold his peace, he incurs the 
?uilt of difregarding that awful name — 
file fpeak, he is enfnared. An affirma- 
'on is death — a denial, worfe than 
^ath. Now then fhalt thou learn, that it 
^ not fear which had clofed that 
'acious mouth. He who hath charged 
' to confefe him before men, will not 
^ufe to confefs himfelf — " Jesus faith 
ito him. Thou hast said." 

There is a time to keep filence, and 
time forfpeech — Christ, the wifdom 

Cjod, hath given us an example of 
^th. We muft not fo fpeak, as to 
v^e advantage to cavils — ^we muft not 
' fo filent, as to betray the truth, 
•"oud and infulting Caiaphas, no longer 
«^lt thou complain of a fpeechlefs pri- 
O 4 * foner— • 
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fufier : thou fli: !t hear more than thou 
deniaivleft. " Hereafter fhall ye fee the 
" Son of Man fitting on the right hand 
•* of power, and coming in the clouds of 
** Heaven." There fpake the Mcffiah- 
thc voice of God, and not of man. 
The Son of Man, whom thou fceft ar- 
raigned before thy confiftorial feat, ^ 
the Son of God, whom thou fhalt here- 
after behold, to thine unutterable co^' 
fufion, fitting in majefty on the throi^^ 
of Heaven, attended with thoufands ^ 
glorious angels, and coming in it^^ 
clouds to that dreadful judgment, wh^"^ 
profane and remorfelefs hypocrites fli^-^ 
Hand before his juft tribunal, and receiw^^ 
the recompence due to their crimes. 

The defign of Caiaphas is anfwerec^* . 
Now, in an afFcfted zeal for the honov^-^ 
of religion, he rends his garments at tb-^ 
words of Christ. Certain of the ap"* 
plaufe and fupport of thofe around hirt^-^ 
be addrefles them, as one jealous fortl^ 

infult^^ 
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:d majcfty of his God. " What 
:her need have we of witnefles ? 
lold now ye have heard his blaf- 
my. What think ye ?" And they 
red and faid, ** He is guilty of 
th." 

I AT indignities can be too great 
n who is declared worthy to die ? 

O blefled Lord, is the fury of 
lalignant enemies let loofe upon 

Now is thy face defiled with 
pittle — now their cruel hands are 
ip to buffet thy cheek — now fcorn 
fult trample upon thine humble 
:e. " Projphecy unto us, thou 
LIST — who is he that fmote thee?" 
rediftions of thy lamentable paf-. 
•e literally fulfilled. Well fpake 
oly Ghoft of thee by the mouth 
ias, " He was defpifed and re- 
;d of men, a man of forrows, and 
ainted with grief — for the tranf- 
ion of my people was he fmitten.*' 

Thou 



:r: ch^itst iifore caiaphas. 

T>.: - i-z b^z^zztiy O Lord, in vhofe 
rr :-:> -.ls -o g-jilc — thou artcondcmn- 
^J. ^ >.: :in.: ilonc abfolve the world. 

B .- 7 O gricious and merciful Bc- 
c;t -;-• >.o'.T cia we iuSiciendv adore 
:"-.? vor.ier: cf thy love, who in the 
n::^:: c: iil rhcie Iccncs of barbarity 
cys\c.v: vr^jchfife tocafl an eye of pitf 
on thy frylj Liy fallen apoftle ! Whctt 
rh2: murderous band apprehended tbe^ 
thou cidil forget thine own danger, and 
virn him igainllthe efiech of intempC" 
rare and furious zeal — now, in the midft 
of rhinc arraignment and condemnation' 
t'.iou difregardeft thy perfonal fuffering^' 
to reclaim him from more grievous cf^ 
roiirs — and by that feafonable look C^ 
ftrike his heart with falutary contritior^ • 
He who lately was fo intrepid as to ha. ^ 
zard his life in thy defence, now fhrinlc^ 
from the imputation of being thy difci — 
pic — he who had not been daunted witf"^ 
the fight of an hoftile troop, is at onc^ 

depriveci 
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)rived of courage by a word. Thou 
ft: forcfhew his danger, and by thine 
nonirion didft aggravate his offence. 
c ftone at which he ftumbled was 
vioufly pointed out to him by thy 
ilom and mercy. How loud were 
declarations, that though he fliould 
with thee, he would not deny thee ? 
d he received that too neceflarj^ cau- 
n with trembling filence, his fall had 
m lefs fhameful, and dangerous. 
Kxi piirpofes, when they a>c aban- 
led, ferve only to augment the guilt 
1 forrow of the offender. 
Peter, whence this vehement and 
emptory denial of thy bleflcd Matter ? 
hat danger had attended on thy pub- 
profeflion of thine adherence to Him ? 
e of thy companions was known to 
high-prieft as a follower of Jesus — 
he not only came into the aflembly 
^re his innocent Mafter was declared 
rthy of death, but procured thy fub- 

fequent 
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i face from them, that he might fee 
c man by whom he moft fmarted — 
heard thy thrice repeated denials, and 
fwered thee with a look — fuch a look 
was able to melt, and to convert, the 
d. That one glance hath recalled 
« to virtue and to repentance — it 
h awakened thy faith, thy love, thy 
iftancy — but it hath caufed to flow 
indantly the dreams of penitential for- 
r. Now is thine head as the waters, 
I thine eyes are as fountains of tears, 
Vnd Peter went out, and wept bit- 
erly." 



xcv. 



[ 2o6 ] 



xcv. 
CHRIST BEFORE PILATE. 

THE Jewifti people had re 
their heavenly King, and juftly fe 
der the Roman yoke. Too we 

Tiberius confult their forward anc 
lefs difpofitions, in delegating hi 
rity to one, who permitted their mal 
wield the fword, which had been w; 
from them by their conquerors. 

Had they been fufFered to reta 
power of life and death in theii 
hands, they would not have bee 
holden to Pilate for the murder c 
Lord. Now, repining at their (1; 
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: the fame time not unwilling to 
^ odium of this bloodfhcd on ano- 
the great matters of Ifracl flock 
their own conGftory to the judg- 
hall of Pilate, The fcntencc had 
theirs, the execution muft be his. 

approach the Roman governor 
afllirance of fuceis— they imagine 
their numbers, their age, their au- 
y, cannot fail of completing their 
iph over Jesus of Nazareth. 
FT wherefore, O ye rulers of Jeru- 
I, do ye remain at the door of Pi- 
Why do ye not enter that public 
: of judicature, to call for the juftice 
e foliciting ? Was it that ye would 
lefile yourfelves with the contagion 
heathen's roof ? Holy men ! your 
fiences would not fuffer you to yield 
) impure an aft — your paflbver 

be ,kept — ^your perlbns muft be 
wed — while ye expeft juftice from 
man, yc abhor the pollution of the 

place^ 
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place. Woe unto you, fcribes and Pta- 
rifecs, hypocrites! Could there be aof. 
manfion fo unclean as that of your own 
breads ? Not Pilate's walls, but yoor 
hearts are impure. Is murder your er- 
rand, and do ye fear a local infeftioai 
Are ye thirfting after innocent bkxA 
and do ye fear to be defiled by fetdog 
your feet on Pilate's pavement J 
Wherever ye are met, O ye diflemblcrs, 
there is the refort of guilt, of impiety, 
of foul and atrocious wickednefs. 

The lenient governor condefcends to 
gratify their luperftition. They dare 
not come within his walls: he goes 
forth to the blood-thirfly conlpirators. ^ 
There is more equity amongft Romans 
than amongfl: thefe barbarous Jews. 
Even Pilate begins the conference with 
the juft and neceflary enquiry, " What 
" accufation bring you againft this 
« man ?" The priefts and elders thougb^ 
it enough that they had fentenced J^' 

su$-^ 
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i<cs— they cxpefted no other than a 
i-^edy execution. Civil juftice muft 
■ idindly fecond their murderous defigns. 
They deem it enough conviction, that 
ic is given up to the fecular powers-— 
they have judged; Pilate muft kill. 
^Jf be were not a tnalefaifor, we would 
^ not have delivered bim up unto tbee. 
^ What needs any minute inveftigation ? 
^* Doft thou know, Pilate, by whom 
^ thou art addreffed ? Is this the re- 
** Ipeft paid to our holy priefthood? 
" Is this thine eftimation of our fanftity ? 
" Had the meaneft of the vulgar com- 
** plained to thee, thou couldft not have 
** fliewn, more jealoufy and fufpicion. 
" Our rank, our ftation might have ex- 
" empted us from fuch diftruft. If 
*' our fcrupulous obfervance of the law 
** of Mofes forbids us even to enter thy 
'* walls, how canft thou queftion the 
^' purity of our confciences ? After a 
^ full hearing, mature deliberation, and 
Vol. IV. P all 
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*^ all poffible regard to jufticc, we have 
*^ fentenccd thk malefaaor to deadi- 
**' nothing more remains, but thy com* 
." mand for its inflifkion." 

O MALICE and iniquity beyond ex- 
ample ! Muft he needs be a criminil» 
O ye priefts and elders, whom yc ait 
refolved to condemn ? Is your word i 
fufficient authority for murder ? How 
often have ye and your fathers beeai 
ftained with innocent blood ? By whofc 
hands periftied the prophets? Had 
truth and fincerity governed your lips, 
ye muft have exclaimed, " If we had 
" not been malefaftors, we Ihould not 
*' have delivered up to thee this guiltlefs 
'^ objeft of our hatred/* 

That muft needs be notorioufly un- 
juft, which Pagans cannot hear without 
deteftation. Pilate receives the bafe and 
wicked fuggeftions of the Jewifti elders 
with dcferved abhorrence — ^^ iDo ye pre- 
" tend holinefs, and urge fo injurious 

•« violence? 
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violence ? If he be fuch as ye reprc- 

fent, where arc the proo& of his 

^ crime ? If he be not legally fentcnced, 

^ why fliould he die ? Is your com- 

* plaint fuSicient conviftion ? If I muft 
** decide, wherefore do ye pre-judge? 
^ Can you imagine, that I will condemn 
^* any man unheard ? If your Jewifli 

* kws give you this liberty, the Roman 
^ laws give it not to me. Rather com- 
plete the work ye have begun j and if 
your prifoner is deferving of punifti- 
ment, let him be puniflicd to the ex- 
tent of your delegated power. T^ake ye 

^ binty and judge him according to your 
' law r 

How palpably doth the tongue of 
hefe accufers betray the malice of their 
learts! They anfwered, " It is not 
•^ lawful for us to put any man to death J' 
Pilate Ipeaks of judgment — they fpeak 
of that which was their only aim. Law 
is but a pretext — judgment is but a ce- 
P 2 remonv — 
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rcmony— death is their objeft, and 
without this all their hopes arc firiftratcd. 
It was well, that power fhould be re* 
drained, where malice and cruelty are 
thus predominant. No innocence could 
be fafe, if thefe fanguinary tyrants were 
uncontrolled. Indeed, their fury did. 
not always confine itfelf witUn the prc- 
fcribed limits. What law permitted 
them to put to death that holy and in- 
nocent Martyr, whofe expiring voice 
uttered a prayer for his murderers.' 
Even now what law permitted them to 
procure that death by falfe and unjuft in- 
finuation, which they were not permitted 
to infliil ? It is the wretched policy of 
hypocrites to feek a plaufible pretence 
for the accomplifhment of their crimes* 
and to make no other ufe of laws, wh^' 
ther divine or human, than fuch as tcn^^ 
to promote their hateful purpofes. 

The adverfaries of Christ, on^^ 
more interrogated, are not at a lofe ((^^ 

thcl^ 
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tJieir reply. ** What accufations, O 
••^Pilate? Heinous^ and capital. Thou 
^^ mightft have believed oxir folemn af- 
•* fcveration— but fince thou wilt needs 
*• urge us to detaiJ particulars, know 
•* id^zX we found this man perverting the 
** nation^ and forbidding to give tribute 
** to C^Jar— faying that bimfelf is Christ, 
•* a King. We come^ furnifhed with 
** fuch a charge, as cannot but fill thee 
** with horrour and aftonilhment. Be- 
" fides the blalphenay which led us to 
^ cfteem his life forfeited, he is a feducer 
**of the people^ a: raifer offedition, a 
^' bold ufurper of fovereignty." O Sa- 
y^oixvy what marvel is it, if thy faithful 
^'^ants are loaded with flanders, when 
t"ovi, who wert innocence itfelf, couldft 
^^t cfcape thefe Ihameful criminations ? 
*^Kou a perverter of the nation,, who 
■*^^ft teach the way of God truly ! Thou 
^ ^ ^rbidder of tribute, who didft pay it, 
*^dft prefcribe it, who didft prove it to 
Pj be 



upon thee the form ot alervant ! 
does thine apoftle remind i 
through evil report as well as ( 
port lies the path of thole ferva 
Mould follow their UeiTed Maftei 
witnefles did rife up; theylaic 
charge things that thou knewc 
their mouth was full of curling 
and fraud — under their tongue 
chief and vanity." 

Now Pilate is ftartled at thei 
tions : the charge is of fuch a j 
to awaken his mod ferious s 
No longer does he deem it ** a 
of their own fuperftition.** He is 
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—He, before whofe awful majefty 
ilt^ world ihaU ftand in terrour and 
zement. 

»E name of a king, the name of 
IV is brought in queftion — the leaft 
per of ufurpation or difturbance is 
ived with proper jealoufy and care. 
te demands of his prifoner, " Art 
ou then the King of the Jews ?'^ 
felt himfelf wounded in the tendereft 
Daniel's weeks were known to be 
their expiration. Many arrogant 
pers, (as Judas of Galike, Theudas, 
the Egyptian feducer) under this 
sxt, had raifed feveral conlpiracies, 
ip new tides to the crown, gathered 
*s to maintain their falfe claims, 
te imagines this to be a cafe of the 
? nature, and eagerly feeks for in- 
lation. 

Ie who was no lefs wifdom than 

li thought it not beft either to affirm 

deny at once. To difclaim that 

P 4 title 
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ride fuddcnly, which had of old been 
given him by the prophets, athisbiitb 
by the eaftern fages, and fo lately bf 
the applauding multitude^ would have 
been injurious to himlelf. To chalkn^ 
and demand it abfolutely^ would have 
derogated from the unambitious meek* 
nefs of his charader. By wife andjijft 
degrees therefore doth he fo affirm tbi^ 
truth, that he both farisfies the io-" 
quirer, and takes off all invidioulhci^ 
from his affertion. Pilate fliali kno^^ 
that He is a King ; but fuch as no kiiLj^ 
needs to dread, fuch as all kings ough»- 
to acknowlegc and adore. " My kin^ 
** dom is not of this world/* It is yot:^ 
own mifconception, O ye earthly pc^ 
tentates, which is the parent of yo^ 
fears. Herod hears of a King born, aJ>^ 
is troubled. Pilate hears of a King ^ 
the Jews, and is incenfed. Were ye n^ 
ignorant, ye could not be jealous — ha^ 
ye learned to diftinguilh aright, you-^ 
fufpicions would vanifh. 
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There is an earthly, and there is an 
leavcnly kingdom — neither of thefe mi- 
itate againft the other. Your kingdom 
J fecular — Christ's is fpiritual: your 
iws are civil — his, divine : your reign 
J temporal — his, eternal : your glory is 
1 pomp, in riches, in magnificence- 
is glory is in the graces of fandification, 
>ve, peace, righteoufncfs, joy in the 
ioly Ghoft. You are oppofed by bold 
ftrpers, and feditious infurgents — his 
demies are the devil, the world, and 
^c flefh. Your fword is material — his, 
€ power of the Word and Spirit: 
'^r rule is over this outward frame— 
Si over the heart and confciencc: 
U can but kill the body — ^he is able to 
ftrroy both foul and body in hell. So 
is he from oppofing your govern- 
-nt, that by him ye reign — your fcep- 
'^ are his — but to maintain, not to. 
^Id J much lefs to refift. O the un- 
^ fears of vain men ! His intention is 
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not tx) make you \t(k greatj but more 
happy. He takes not away your earthly 
kingdoms^ iii^io can give you heavenly-^ 
he removes not your prefent diadem^ 
who can crown you with imniortal 
glory. 
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XCVI. 

CHRIST BEFORE PILATE. 

§ 11. 

THE accufation is fo fully difprovcd, 
that Pilate acquits his prifbner. The 
Jewifli rulers ftand without — their ma- 
lice ftill yields to their fupcrftition. 
Pilate has examined Jesus in the judg- 
ment-hall, and now comes forth to thefe 
eager complainants with an anfwer ill 
fuited to their expeftations — " I find in 
" him no fault at all." O noble tefti- 
mony to Christ's innocence, from 
thofe lips which afterwards doomed him 
to death ! When the Roman governor 
becomes a flave to the malignant Jews, 
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he can then fay, " Let him be crud&cd.^ 
That cruel fentence cannot ftigm^ 
him who has received . this free atcefts- 
don. In fpite of the rancour of Us 
enemies, his guiltlefs life Ihall have its 
juft tribute of praife — ^rather than Christ 
fhall want witneffes, the mouth of Pi- 
late fhall be opened to his juftificadon. 

How were the murderous Jews dwn- 
derftruck with this unexpe£fced word! 
The abfolution of Jesus was death to 
their hopes: his acquittal was their 
conviftion. " No faulty when wc 
" have found crimes ? No fault at d} 
" when we have condemned him for 
" capital offences ? How palpably dolh 
^^ Pilate brand us with falfehood ! How 
" (hamefully doth he affront our autho- 
" rity, and difparage our adminiftratioi^ 
" of juflice !" The open and ingenuov^^ 
declaration of the governor exafperat^^ 
the fury of thefe zealots — the fire of thei^ 

indig" 
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igaation is heated feven times more 
the fenfe of their rcpulfe. 
Is yet Pilate is not only juft, but 
ciful. Gladly would he have pro- 
ed Jesus, whom he had found fault- 

;oRRUPT cuftom, in memory of 
r deliverance from Egyptian bon- 
;, induced the Jew^ at their paflbver 
berate one prifoner, however griev- 
the crimes laid againft him. Pilate 
:s to avail himfelf of their afllimed 
ilege for the fafety of Jesus. That 
night be more likely to prevail, he 
ofcs him to the nomination of a mak- 
er fo notorious, as might be juftly 
med unworthy of all mercy — Barab- 
, a thief, a murderer, an exciter of 
tion — infamous for, all— odious to 
Had he propofed a prifoner whofe 
It was queftionable, he might have 
*ed the decifion — he cannot doubt 
competition between Jesus of Na- 
'th, and that atrocious cutcCmA. 
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" Then cried they all again. Net this 
*' man, but Barabhds /" 

Who can but lament, that an ho- 

then fliould fee Jews fo impctuoufly un- 

juft, fo favageljr cruel i He knew Aai 

there was no fault to be found in Jesus- 

he knew that there was no crime nott 

be found in Barabbas — ^jrct he hear! 

and blufties to hear, their malignai 

outcryi " Though they found i 

caufe of death in him, yet defired th 

Pilate that he fliould be flain — they d 

nied the Holy One, and the Juft, a 

demanded a murderer to be grant 

unto them." O Saviour, what an i 

dignity was this from thine own natic 

Didll thou refufe all glory, to put 

fhame'and mifery for their fakes ? Di 

thoudifrcgard thyfdfto fave them, a 

do they refufe chee for Barabbas ? Di< 

thou fay, " Not Heaven, but eart 

" not fovereignty, but fervice j not h 
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"^nour, but abafemcnt;" and do they 
fay, "Not him, but Barabbas?*' 

Thus did ye requite the Lord, O 
&oli(h people and unjuft. Thus was 
his foul wounded, even before his 
death— while he faw your impious rage, 
and heard your clamour, " Crucify, 
* crucify r* 

Pilate would have chaftifcd, and 

. xtlcafed, his prifoner. Even this had 

been an a6t of cruelty — for what evil 

j'fcad Jesus done ? but the cruelty of Pi- 

'late was tender mercy in comparifbn 

^th that of the Jews: no punifhment 

'^ould fatisfy them but the death of 

their vidim. While the Roman go- 

^^^nor again proclaims our Saviour's 

innocence, his enemies more loudly pro- 

^'^inn their inveterate malice. They 

^'"^^d the more, " . Crucify him, cru- 

'^ cify him !" 

-A.S their clamour increafed, the juf- 
^^^^ of Pilate declined. His feeble and 

dubious 
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dubious virtue was carried away I 

tide of popular tumult. Thrice 1: 

declared our Lord guildefs; 

*^ willing to content the people 

prepares to lentence him to deat 

wretched flave to human ambition 

God, not his confcience meets w 

gard, but the giddy multitude 

fenfelefs idol of the proud man's 

arion, whofe anger is but a fleetir 

dow, whofe applaufe is as the 

that paffeth away, and comet 



again. 



Now muft the Gentiles comp] 
bloody deed, which thefe rem 
hypocrites had begun. The cr 
late, though he knew that Jes 
delivered for envy, falfely accufed 
and flanderoufly traduced, no 
refufes to yield to Jewilh bigoi 
fuperftition. O Saviour, thou di 
fil thine own word, " I gave n 
" to the fmiters, and my cheeks t 



CHRIST BEFORE PILAT£. 225 

^ that pkicked off the hair — I hid not my 
^ face from (hame and {pitting." Lord, 
liow can we be fufficiendy fenfiblc of 
thofe fins, which occafioned thy bitter 
fufferings ! Tho« wcrt wounded for 
tHir trartlgreffions — thou weit bruifed for 
our iniquities — the chaftifement of our 
peace was upon thee, and by thy ftripcs 
v^e are healed. 

Now, into what a world of reproaches, 
indignities, miferies, art thou entering! 
To an ingenuous difpofition, unmerited 
ignominy is torment enough— but here, 
l>odily anguifti is added to mental fuffcr- 
'^g — and both conlpire to gratify the 
^efpite and malice of thine enemies. 

The perpetrators of thefe favage cru- 
'Jrics are fierce and mercilefs foldiers — 
J^en inured to blood — in whofe very 
^es were written the charafters of mur- 
'^r. Thefe are called together with 
^ger hafte — each man has his appointed 
office — each man, joining infult to bar- 
VoL, IV. Q^ barity. 



126 CHRIST BEFORE PILATE. 

barity^ haflens to add more (on 
an heart that is grieved. 

Was it not enough then^ O S 
that thy facrcd body was ftrippo 
garments^ and disBgured with 
ftripcs, but that thy perfon i 
thus indignantly treated by thir 
man enemies — thy back difgui 
purple robes — thy temples woun 
a thorny crown — ^thy face fpat 
thy cheeks buflreted— thy head fr 
thy hand fceptred with a reed- 
derided with bent knees, and 
acclamations ? Whence are i 
mockeries, but to infultMajefly ? 
are the ornaments and cerem 
royal inauguration, but to caft 
the defpifed and perfecuted Jesi 
that head fit for thorns, whic 
eye (hall hereafter fee crown 
glory and fupremacy ? Was tl 
fit for a reed, whofe fceptre co 
all the world? Was that fao 
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^^Utumelious fpittings, from wliofc 
■ ^^eadful afpeft impenitent fmners fliall 
**^ in guilty conflernation, when he 
ftall arife to fliake terribly the e^rth ? 

In the mean time, whither doft thou 
abafe thyfelf, O thou Son of the Fa- 
ther, whither doft thou abafe thyfelf 
•for mankind ? We have finned, and 
thou artpunifhed — we have exalted our- 
fclves, and thou art dejefted — we have 
difhonoured thee, and thou art fcorned — 
we have fmitten thee, and thou art 
fmitten for us — ^we have clothed our- 
felves with ftiame, and thou art covered 
with robes of ignominy. 

Thus difguifed, thus bleeding, thus 
mangled, art thou brought forth to the 
furious multitude, prefented to their de- 
rifibn and reproach. " Behold the Man ! 
"Behold him, O ye Jews, the man 
*^ whom ye envied for his greatnefs, 
" and feared for his ufurpation. Does 
" he now command your reverence ? 
^ Will he wreft the fceptre from the 
Qj2 ^' handi 



\ 



\ 
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" hands of Caefar ? Behold him, A^^ 
" coloured by cruel bufferings, wound^ 
** with thorns, torn with fcou/g^! 
" bathed in blood. Is he not now fv^' 
*' ficiently miferable ? Would ye cxpc^* 
*' him to more aggravated fufferin^^ 
" and torment ?" 

What an inward war is in thehea^ 
of Pilate ! His confcience bids hirT^ 
fpare — his regard to popularity bids hiirT' 
kill. His wife, warned by a drcairtT' 
cautions him to refrain from fheddinSB 
the blood of that jufl man — the impor 
tunate multitude prelTes him for a kn - 
tence of death. All expedients hav^ 
been tried to liberate one, whom juftic^ 
pronounces innocent — all violent mo^ 
rives are urged to condemn one, whoin 
malice pronounces guilty. 

In the height of this contention, when 
confcience and a regard to duty arc 
ready to gain the viftory in the heart of 
Pilate, the Jews cry out, " If thou let 

^this 
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diis man go, thou art not Casfar's 
friend." Now Jesus muft die — this 
s the fatal, the decifive allegation. In 
^ain Ihall we hope that a wicked man 
:an prefer virtue to fafety. Pilate haf- 
•ens to the. judgment-hall — his lips no 
onger refufe to pronounce the bloody 
entence— " Let him be crucified." 

To what miferable expedients has the 
nner recourfe, when he vainly feeks to 
ifle the voice of confcience ! In the 
defence of the multitude Pilate took 
Iter, and waflied his hands, faying, 
I am innocent of the blood of this 
juft perfon, fee ye to it!" Can the 
nds then cleanfe the heart ? Can a 
rne be fo eafily obliterated from the 
ok of remembrance ? Can a proteft- 
^n of innocence abfolve the guilty ? 
tnurder of no deeper die? Poor and 
itlefs evafion! Wretched policy of 
- offender who flattereth himfelf in 

own eyes, and faith, ^^ Peace, peace," 
icn there is no peace ! 

0^3 Little 
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• Little did the defperatc Jews know 
the weight of the blood which they im- 
precated on themfelves, on their chil- 
dren. Hadthejv like the fpecious' Pi- 
late, fought for impunity^ their anions 
would yet have called on Heaven for 
vengeance — but now when they bring it 
on themfelves by a willing' execrarion, 
what marvel if they fufFer accordingly? 
They delighted in curfing, and it came 
upon them — they loved not bleffing) 
therefore it was far from them. And j 
hcive ye not now felt, O* wretched and 
deluded nation, whcfe blood it was, the 
giiiit whereof ye claimed as your own? 
Mave ye not been made a moft memor- 
able and lafting example of divine indig- 
n::tion ? Did not many of you live to 
\<:c. your city buried in afhes, and drench- 
ed with ilaugliter ? Was there ever ^ 
I'Coplc under Heaven which exhibited 
llich a fpeftacle of defolation and nai- 
Tciy ? Your former cruelties, apoft^' 

fics, 
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idolatries occafioned you to be led 
ve for a feafon. God cannot but 
ift. This fin under which you now 
r, muft needs be fomething greater 

thofe which went before, as your 
(hment is more fignal. And what 
hat fin be, but the murder of the 
D of life ? Ye have what ye wilhed : 
luft be miferable, till ye are peni- 
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xevii. 
THE CRUCIFIXION. 

THE fentence of death is paft— an^ 
now the fpotlefs vidtim- muft be led t^ 
inftant flaughter. All the ftreets are ful> 
of gazing fpeftators, waiting for thi> 
mournful fight. At laft^, O Saviour^ 
thou comeft: out of the gate of Pilate's 
houfe, bearing the engine of death. To 
cxpe6t thy crofs was not torment e- 
nough 'y thou muft carry it, and muft 
be an agent in thine own . fufierings. 
Thine infulting enemies are more impe- 
rioufiy cruel, as they are more fure of 
fuccefs. Their mercilefs tormentings 

have 
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e made thee half-dead already — ^yet 
fy as if they had done nothing, they 
in afrelh j and will force thy weak- 
i and fainting nature to new tafks of 
I. O true form and condition of a 
ant ! Yet even this aft proceeds 
e from thy love towards mankind, 

from the power and malice of thine 
nies. Not without thy gracious 
:urrence did thy Father lay on thee 
niquity of us all. It was thine own 
:y which caufed thee to bear our 
upon the crofs, and to bear the 
, with the curfe annexed to it, for 
ins. Teach us, bleffed Lord, to 
te thy divine fortitude — teach us 
meeknefs and refignation to fubniit 
Y correfting hand — write thine own 
5 on the tablet of our hearts, "If 

man come after me, let him deny 
ifelf, and take up his crofs, and 



ow me !' 



When 
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When thy lofs of blood, andcxcA 
of pain caufed thee to faint under the 
weight of this burden — when thy fccblt 
paces were too flow for their purpofc— 
when their thirft for thy bipod msA 
them impatient of delay, Simon of Cy- 
rene is deputed to bear thy crofs : not 
out of compaflion to thy mifery— not 
out of regard to thy bitter fuffcrings. 
Thou haft ftruggled with thy load 
through the ftreets of Jerufalem j not 
they prefer the expediting thy dcadito 
inflifting on thee the pain of a lingering 
progrefs. While thou liveft, they do not 
efteem themfelves either fafe, or happy- 

Hadst thou done this out of choice, 
O Simon of Cyrene, which thou didft 
out of conftraint, how would thy name 
have been made glorious as the firft man 
who bore the crofs of thy Saviour— an 
office to which millions of bleffed 
martyrs have afpired, and wherein they 
have been ambitious to fucceed thee. 

Thus 
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s to bear the crofs had been more 
arable than to receive a fceptre— • 
. weighed in the balance with this 

privilege, earthly glories had been 

than nothing — themere vanity of 

:ies. 

'hile thus the Saviour of mankind 

5 along, the ftreecs reibund not with 

:ommon exclamation. If the ma- 

IS Jews and cruel foldiers railed on 

his faithful fcrvants were no lefs 
Tient in their cries and lamenta- 
— more efpecially his blefled mo- 
and her zealous aflbciates were moft 
►nate in their expreflions of forrow. 
divine Sufferer cannot be unmoved 
^ir anguifti — his ears are ever open 
e voice of grief — his heart feels the 
:reft pity. " Daughters of Jerufa- 
1, weep not for me, but weep for 
jrfelves and for your children." 
' would not have thought, O Sa- 
•,. that thou wouldft have been 

wholly 
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wholly engaged by thine own forro^s? 
The expeftation of fo bitter a death ' 
would have overwhelnmed any foul but 
thine — yet, even now, thy gracious eye 
can look beyond thine own mifcries at 
thofe of others ; and can pity them, vho 
infenfible of the future, mourned for thy 
prefent calamities. While they pour 
out their grief on thee, thou direfteft 
them to other caufes of forrow. While 
thou art in fight of Calvary, thoucanft 
forefee and pity the devaftation of Jeru- 
falem — prophefying the near approach 
of ruin to that city which had lately coll 
thee tears, and now fliall coft thee blood. 
All the cruelty and ingratitude of man 
deprives thee not of thy mercy, 

Jerusalem had other malefaftors, 
though Barabbas was difmiffed. To 
give a greater appearance of juftice to 
their bloody revenge, the Jews appointed 
two capital offenders, adjudged to death, 
to accompany the Saviour of mankind 

in 
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is laft moments. O bleffcd Jesus, 
ould have been difparagement e- 
;h to thee to have been compared 

the beft of men — ^but to be thus 
iated with notorious tranfgreffors, 
Ti vengeance would not fufFer to 
is fuch an indignity, as confounds 
houghts. Surely there was no An- 
1 Heaven, who would not have re- 
dto attend thee; and whom could 
earth afford worthy to form thy 
? Yet, behold, the malice of thine 
lies has given thee companions 
y allied to hell — that their fin might 
)me meafure refleft upon thee— 
their acknowleged guilt might caft 
n upon thy perfect innocence. So 
led, fo attended, fo accompanied, 
viour, art thou led to that difgrace- 
ill, which thy laft blood fhall ren- 
acred. Now thou fetteft thy foot 

that rifing ground, which fhall 

anticipate 
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anticipate thine Olivet — ^whence thy foi 
Ihall firft depart to its glory. 

There, while thou art preparing for 
thy laft aft, thou art prefented with diat 
bitter potion, wherewith dying mak- 
faftors were wont to have their fenfa 
ftupified, before to the torments of 
their execution. 

That draught, O Saviour, was not 
more welcome to the guilty, than hate- 
ful unto thee. In the vigour of all thine 
inward and outward faculties, thou 
wouldft encounter the mod violent af- I 
faults of death, and fcornedft to abate 
the leaft circumftance- of thy quickcft 
apprehenfion. Thou well kneweft that 
the work thou hadft to perform would 
require the ufe of all thy powers — thou 
didft not feek thine own eafe, but our 
redemption. 

Now, even now, O Saviour, art thou 
entering into thofe dreadful lifts, and 
art about to begin the conflift with thy 

laft 
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i enemy* Again do thefe mercilefe 
Idiers lay their rude hands upon 
ee — again muft thy facred body under- 
)the fliame of an abhorred nakednefs. 
0, thou that clotheft man with appa- 
ll animals with hides^ and plumage, 
d fcalcs, and fhells, earth with flow« 
;, heaven with liars, art delpoiled of 
J raiment, and expofed to the fcorn of 
fe blalphemers. As the firft Adam 
:ered into his Paradife, fo doft thou, 
\ fecond Adam, into thine — and as 
I firft Adam was clothed with inno- 
ice, fo art thou in this thine humili- 
Dn. O happy fliame, whereby we 
invefted with glory — ^whereby our 
vis re arrayed in perfeft holinefs, and 
fading beauty ! Hadft thou not been 
honoured, O Lord, we had been 
thed in confufion — the curfe had been 
iired upon us, and we had trodden the 
ic-prcfs of the wrath of God. 

Shame 
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Shame is fucceeded by torture. Now 
do thefe barbarous executioners faftcn 
the Saviour of mankind to his qrofe— 
now do thofe iron nails, pafling through 
the palms of his facred hands> fix him 
to the accurfed tree ; which being fud- 
denly raifed up, is fettled in the earth 
by a vehement concuffion. Bleffed Jb- 
sus, how are thy limbs, and joints, 
and finews torn by this horrible diftcn- 
fion! how does thine own weight tor- 
ment thee, while thy whole body rdb 
upon this forced and painful hold, thy 
nailed feet bearing their part in the tor- 
turing fupport ? How did the iron 
enter into thy foul, while pafling through 
thefe exquifitely-fenfible parts of the 
body, it rivetted thefe to thy crofs ! 

There, O bleffed Saviour, there art 
thou lifted up, in the fight of thine ene- 
mies, naked, bleeding, forlorn, de- 
Ipifed, the fpeftacle of miferics, the fcorn 
of men. Be abafhed, O ye heavens and 

earth, 
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, and let the world be covered with 
iflon^ to behold the fhame, and 
ifhj and ibrrow of its great, and 
potent Creator. O Lord, didft 
take our nature upon theeto be 
derided, thus mangled, thus tor- 
i ? Was this treatment fit to be of- 
to thy facred body, which was the 
and hallowed temple of the living 
? The carnal eye acknowleges 
not, O Saviour, in this thine hour 
fFering — it cannqt diftinguifh thee, 
gh it approach to thy very crofs — 
: the eye of faith fees thee afar off; 
n all this ignominy, and pain, and 
:hednefs admires the glory of thy 
y. Alas, is this the head that is 
ed by thine eternal Father with a 
n of pure gold, with immortal and 
nprehenfible majefly, which now is 
td with a thorny diadem ? Are 
the eyes that faw the heavens open, 
the Holy Ghoft defcend on thy- 
-. IV. R felf ?~ 
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fclf? — ^thefc the eyes that beheld Ac 
fplendour of celcftial brightneis od 
Mount Tabor, which now be^tobc 
overcloudcdwithdeath? Arcthefcthccan 
that heard the voice of thy Father own- 
ing thee from Heaven, which now bked 
with thorns, and glow with reproaches! 
Are thefe the lips that fpake as never 
man fpake, full of grace and truth, th* 
raifed the dead, healed difcafes, caftottt 
devils, preached the glorious gofpcl d( 
falvation, which now are fwoln and dif- 
coloured by facrilegious bufFetings ? Arc 
thefe the hands that ftretched out the 
heavens like a curtain, that by theii 
touch gave inftant relief to the lame, th( 
deaf, the blind, which now are bleeding 
with the nails ? Are thefe the feet thai 
lately walked upon the liquid pavemeni 
of the fea, before whofe footftool all th< 
nations of the earth are commanded ic 
worftiip, which are now fo painfully fixed 
to the crofs i 

O CRUEt 
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RUEL and- unthankful mankind, 
^^red fuch indignities to the Lord 
! O gracious and loving Re- 
', who wouldft fufFer all this .for 
kful mankind I ; That the aveng- 
1 of lawful authority fhouldpunilh 
's with lofs of life, is terrible, 
juft: but that wicked men fhould 
s towards the holy and bleffed Son 
) — it is beyond the capacity of our 



r! 
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THE malice which brought our^ 
bleffed Lord to his crofs, leaves hiiaJ 
not there to expire, without every aggra- 
vation of torment, every varied indig- 
nity, which hell itfelf can fuggeft. Two 
thieves are appointed to be his compa- 
nions in his lafl: moments — his enemies 
place him in the midft, as one laden with 
more than ordinary guilt. Wherefocver 
he turns his eyes, they are met by ob- 
jcfts of fhame and difguft. But, 
bleffed Jesus, how fhall we celebrate 
aright thine infinite mercy, who didft 

improve 
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iprove this refinement of Jewifh re- 
-nge to the falvation of one, to the 
:>rnfort of millions ! Was not this, as 
^e laft, fo the greateft aft of thy won- 
«rful compaflion, that thou didft con- 
cert that dying offender ? that at fuch a 
ime, in fuch circumftances, thou didft 
deliver an immortal foul from the very 
jaws of deftruftion ? Lord, how do 
^e blefs thee for this work ! — how do 
^e ftand amazed at this demonftration 
)f thy goodnefs and power ! The cri- 
ninal came to die: nothing was in his 
houghts, but guilt and torment — while 
ie was yet in his blood, thou faidft, 
' This foul (hall live." E'er yet the in- 
oxicating potion could afFeft his fenfes, 
hy fpirit infufes faith into his heart. 
^c who faw death and torture before his 
jyes, is raifed, in a blefled ambition, from 
he things which are feen to the things 
vhich are not feen — " Lord, remember 
'* me when thou comeft in thy king- 
R 3 " dom." 
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" dom." Is this the voice of a mak- 
faftor, or of a difciplc ? Verily wcfind 
not fo great faith, no not in all IfracL 
He faw thee hanging on the accurfcd 
tree, and he ftiled thee " Lord"— he 
faw thee dying, yet talked of t;hy kii^* 
dom — he felt himfelf dying, yet fpakc 
of a future remembrance — he faw his 
companion ftill obdurate, and calkd 
upon him to fear God, to acknowlcgc 
his own guilt, and the innocence of Ji- 
sus — ^he looked beyond the crofs to a j 
crown : beyond difTolutipn, to life and 
and glory. Lord, which of thine a- 
poftles thus bare witnefs to thee in the 
hour of thy fufferings ? After thy rc- 
furrecStion, when thou wert entering on 
thy glory, what wonder if tliey dif- 
courfed of thy kingdom ? But in the 
moment of thy fhamefiil death, for a 
dying malefaftor to Ipeak of thy reign- 
ing, and to implore the remembrance of 
himfelf in a future (late of bleflednefs— 

diis 
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is an a£t of fuch exalted faiths as 

the whole foul with admiration. 
) THOU who wert thus recalled to the 
1, how worthy wert thou to take up 

crofs, and follow thy Matter, as a 
taker of his fufFerings, a zealous wit- 
s to the truth, a pattern of triumph- . 

faith, an happy objeft of infinite 
rcy ! " This day fhalt thou be with 
Tie in Paradife, " Thou imploreft a 
lembrance — thy Saviour fpeaks of 
mediate pofleflion : thou fueft for that 
lembrance as a favour to the abfent — 

Saviour fpeaks of thy prefence with 
1 : thou fpcakeft of a kingdom — thy 
/iour, of Paradife, As no difciple 
jld be more faithful, fo no faint could 
happier. 
Now, ye cruel priefts and elders, ye 

at leifure to feaft your eyes with the 

ht ye fo much longed for — ye have 

IV the blood ye purchafed. And is 

t your malice yet fatisfied ? Is not 

R 4 this 
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this enough^ without your taunts andift- 
fulting mockeries ? The people, Ac 
paflengers are uught to deride, v/hcit 
they (hould adore. Many a tongue tit- 
ters impious calumny againft a dying in- 
nocent. A generous nature is mxt 
wounded by flanders, than by the uttnoft 
fevcrity of torture. What grief muft have 
entered into thy heart, O bleffcd Lord, 
to hear thefe bitter and contumelious re- 
proaches from thofe whom thou camcft 
to fave ! 

But, alas, how trifling were thcfe 
forrows in comparifon with that inward 
torment which thy foul felt in the appre- 
hcnfion of thy Father's wrath for the fins 
of the whole world, now laid upon thy 
head ! While He looked upon thee with 
eyes of favour, what hadft thou to fear 
from earth or hell ? but when he turned 
Ills face from thee, though but for a mo- 
ment, this, this was worfe than death. 
No marvel if darknefs was upon the 

whole 
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e earth, when thy Father's counte- 

:e was hidden from thee by the inter- 

ition of our fins. That word of thine, 

iaviour, was enough to bring the fun 

m heaven, and to diflblvc the face of 

ture, when thou criedft out, " My 

God, my God, why haft thou forfa- 

kcn me?" What pangs were thefe, 

hich occafioned fuch a lamentation ! 

Vhat could be more acceptable to thine 

nemies, than to hear this language from 

Jice ? Never could they have imagined 

the anguifh of thy foul, if thine own lips 

had not exprefled it — yet not regarding 

their exultation, thou poureft out thy 

forrows — and where fo much is uttered, 

who can conceive what is felt ? 

How is it then, O Saviour^ that thou 
makeft this agonizing complaint ? Hath 
thy God left thee i Art thou fevered 
from him? Far, far be this thought 
removed from the hearts of thy fervants ! 
No more can thy blefled Father be fe- 

parated 
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parated from thee» than from his m 
cffence. His union with thee is ctcrnal- 
but he would^ for a ieaibn^ withdraw 
from thine human nature dre influence 
of his comfort. Thou didft bear our 
fins in thine own body on the tree, dtft 
we, being dead to fin, tnight live unto 
righteoufnefs. Hadft thou not been thus 
apparently forfaken, we had indeed pc- 
rifhed without recovery. Thou wert 
made to be fin for us, who kneweftno, 
fin, that we might be made the righte- 
oufnefs of God in thee. 

But while we are full of the fenfeof 
thy fufFerings, let us not forget the riches 
of thy mercy. Thine enemies rejoice in 
thy death, and triumph in thy mifery ; 
thou implored the compafllon of Hea- 
ven in their behalf — " Father, forgive 
'' them, for they know not what they 
" do." They blafpheme thee, thou 
prayeft for them — they fcorn, thou pi- 
tied — they fin againft thee, thou im- 

ploreft 



;' 
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\ 0oreft forgivenels for them — they pro- 
ofs their malice, thou pkadeft their ig- 
France — they claim the guilt of thy 
J ^lood, thou art eager to deprecate it— • 
'i thcjr kiH, thou fueft for their remiflion 
• ^ life, O compaffion without example, 
^rtthout meafure, worthy of the Son of 
God — worthy of the Saviour of men ! 

Blbssed Lord, that prayer could not 
but be heard. They who from ignor- 
ance and fimplicity (not from inveterate 
malice) thus perfecuted thee, find the 
happy confcquences of thine interceflion. 
Hence was it, that three thoufand fouls 
were foon after converted, at one fer- 
mon. It was not the fpcech of Peter, it 
was thy prayer, which was thus effcftual. 
Lord, what offence fliould we be un- 
willing to remit, when thou, while hang- 
ing on thy crofs, couldft thus pray for 
the forgivenefs of thy 'murderers and 
blafphemers ? 

O BLESSED 
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O BLESSED Saviour, thou art drawing, 
near the end of thy painful fuflPeringsj 
when, exhauiled with labour ^nd tor- 
ment, thou crieft out, " I thirft." A- 
las, haw couldft thou do othcrwlfc? 
The night had been paffed in watchii 
in prayer, in agony, in thy conveyance 
from the garden to Jerufalem, from An- 
nas to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to Pi- 
late, in tyrannous and unjuft examina- 
tions, in bufFetings and ftripes. The 
day had been fpent in thine arraignment, 
in thy removal from place to place, in 
fcourgings, in fhame and contumely, in 
lofs of blood, in fainting under thy crofs, 
in woundings and diftenfion, in pain 
and paffion. No marvel if thou didft 
fufFer thirft amidft thefe complicated 
woes. Yet was there more in this 
drought than the mere craving of nature. 
It was no lefs requifite that thou (houldft 
thirfl, than that thou (houldft die. Both 
were foretold by the fame prophetic 

voice — • 
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e-i-both rcfted on the fame autho^ 
Now is that word accomplilhedj 
1 my bones are out of joint — my 
art is like wax^ it is melted in the 
idft of my body. My ftrength 
dried up like a potfherd, and my 
igue cleavetb to my gums, and thou 
ft brought me into the duft of 
ath." Had it not been to fulfil 
: fcriptures, of which one jot cannot 

away, though thou hadft felt this 
t, thou wouldft not have declared 
Alas, what could it avail thee to 
sfs thy mifery to infulting enemies, 
Te delight was in that mifery ? 
jld they, who pitied not thy blood- 
, pity thy thirft ? Not fo thou 
eft — not as expefting any favour, 
as confirming the word of thy fcr- 
s, and eftabliftiing thy facred truth. 
ND doft thou complain of the want 
few refreftiing drops, blefled Lord, 

fcndeft the fprings into the rivers 

which 
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which run among the hills ? who makeft 
the waters that are above the firmamenty 
and thofe which are beneadi it ? O grant 
us to thirft after thofc never-fiMling 
ftreams of heavenly grace— let the water 
which thou (halt give us be unto us the 
wdlfpring of eternal life. 

O LoRD^ how marvellous are thedif- 
penfations of thy providence! Thy 
murderers, while they fcek to gratify 
their revenge, bear teftimony to thy 
divine miffion, and to the truth of thy 
word. In thy thirft " they gave thee 
vinegar to drink." This draught, 
Saviour, prefented to thee by thine ene- 
mies, completed the forrows thou wert 
to endure, and the prophecies thou 
wert to fulfil. 

Now all thy labours are ended — the 
full confummation of all prediftions, of 
all types and ceremonies, of all fuflFering, 
of all atonement, is efFefted, and im- 
mediately proclaimed. Nothing now re- 
mains, 



THE CRUCIFIXION. 255 

;, but a voluntary, ' fwect, and hea- 
refignation of thy blefled foul into 
inds of thine eternal Father, and 
ftant entrance into reft, triumph, 
. When Jesus had received the 
4r, hefaid, " IT IS FINISHED I 

THER, INTO THY HANDS I COM- 

^D MY SPIRIT." And he bowed 
:ad, and gave up theghoft* 
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^ III. 

THE atonement is completed. The 
wrath of Heaven, the curfe of the law, 
the power of fin, of death, and hell are 
annihilated by the glorious viftory of the 
Son of God. The prophecies are ful- 
filled, the legal ceremonies are abolilhed, 
our everlafl:ing peace is efFefted, the fuf- 
ferings of our Redeemer are at an end. 

Despised and rejefted of men, widi- 

out form or comelinefs, the fcorn of an 

ungrateful world, the objeft of malice, 

envy, and perfecution, our Saviour, 

♦ From Bifhop Hall's Passion Sermon. 

from 
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om the commencement to the clofe of 
slifc, had been familiarly acquainted 
th forrow. All was love, and mercy, 
d condefcenfion on his part — all was 
fe and cruel ingratitude on the part of 
ankind. Behold him, rejefted of the 
:thlehemites, laid in a manger, perfe- 
ted by Herod, driven into Egypt, ob- 
irely educated in a cottage of Galilee, 
npted by Satan, derided by his own 
idred, traduced by the Jews, perfe- 
:ed by the Pharifees, betrayed by his 
n difciple, apprehended, arraigned, 
urged, condemned, crucified. 
Blessed Lord, the more we con- 
iplate thefe wonders of thy mercy, 
more are we loft in grateful amaze- 
it. Every circumftance adds to the 
jminyof thy paflion — to the glory of 
triumphant love. 

Ill fhame is heightened by public 
ce. Jerufalem was the place where 
J wouldft fufFer — Jerufalem, which 
''oL. IV. S thou 
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thou hadft honoured with thy prcfcncc, 
inftrufted with thine heavenly doftrinc, 
aftonifticd with thy miracles, bcwaikd 
with thy tears. The time, that of Ac 
paflTover— when all the inhabitants d 
Judea were fummoned to perfomci thdr 
devotions in the temple. At this fcafon, 
thou, the true Pafchal Lamb, wert facri- 
ficed for us. Thou didft not difdain to 
become an oblation for fin— to flicd 
thine innocent blood for a guilty world. 
While thus, O Saviour, thou didft flicw 

forth the wonders of thy mercy, thy cup 
was embittered by the fcorn and barbarity 
of thine adverfaries. The inhuman Jews, 
the cruel foldiers triumphed over thy 
mifery — thy blood would not fatisfy 
them, unlefs they filled thee with unjuft 
reproach. Thine ears heard the blaf- 
phemy of the multitude — thy lips were 
defiled with gall—thy facred body was 
mangled and tortured — and all this was 
but the external part of thy fufierings. 

Thine 
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ne inward anguifh as far exceeded 
b torments, as the fenfibilidcs of the 
are more keen, more exquifite, than 
b of the body. The wrath of God 
more grievous than all the malice of 
^—zxidi therefore never was there for- 
equal unto thy forrow* Thy faith- 
fervants have been victorious in the 
\ of bodily torments, no Icfs acute 
thofe which were inflifted on their 
D— -but that face whiph was hidden 
I thee, Ihone benignandy on them, 
fupported them under the feverity of 
' trials. The chaftifement of our 
e was upon thee — the curfe, de- 
iced againft our fins. Therefore was 
hat thou didft offer up prayers and 
lications, with ftrong crying and 
, unto Him that was able to favc 
, Thou didft behold the wrath of 
Father, and therefore thou didft 
—thou didft feel the burden of our 
greflions, and therefore wert thou 
S 2 grieved— 
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grieved— but, well aware that wci 
have perilhed but for thy fufiering, thy 
love furmounted every obftade, bchcU 
every danger with intrepidity. 

In the utmoft extremity of forrov, 
there is fome relief from the compaffion 
and fympathy of thofe we Iqve. The 
Saviour of mankind looked forfomcto 
take pity on him, but there was no 
man — neither found he any to comfort 
him. He trod the wine-prcfs alonci 
none to accompany, none to affift him! 
Might the angel, who fupported him in 
his agony, have footbed his anguifh on 
the cj ofs, there had been fome allevi- 
ation of mifery. But how can angck 
help, whom God will afflidt? How 
much lefs can men, were they difpofed 
to extend their charitable aid ? But what 
did they ? The foldiers mocked, buf- 
feted, fcourged him. The paffcngers 
reviled and laughed him to fcorn. The 
Jews fought his deftruftion, and eagerly 

thirfttd 
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thirftcd for his blood. His difciples to 
a man forfook him — one, the loudeft 
in his proteftarions of zeal and fidelity, 
denied him with vehement execrations. , 
Alas, who fhall comfort the innocent 
Sufferer? His Father? Here, here 
washis hope. But even He delivers 
him into the hands of his enemies — . 
" My God, my God, why haft thou 
'* foifaken me ?" How could the Hea- 
vens and the earth remain undiflblved, 
while the Maker of them thus poured 
ftwth his forrows ? They remained ; but 
in fome degree partook of his paffion. 
The earth trembled and fhook — the 
rocks rent — the graves opened — the fun 
itfelf withdrew its light> as not daring 
to behold this fed and fearful fpeftacle. 

But now " it is finiflied" — and the 
ftorm, wherewith the world itfelf was 
Ihaken, is pafled over. The Pharifees, 
foldiers, priefts, executioners, nay the 
powers of darkncfs themfelves have la- 
S 3 boured 
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• 

bourcd to nq^purpofe. Our Saviour, 
upon his crofs, is triumphant over them , 
alL Our enemies arc vanquilhed— the 
divine wrath is appeafed — the charter of 
our falvation is renewed — the Mediator 
between God and man hath reconciled 
all things to himfelf ; whether they be 
things on earth, or things in Heaven. 

O Saviour, fhall we not ftrive for 
the mattery, that we may reign where 
thou reigneft, having previoufly fhared 
thy fufferings ? Thou beholdcft us from 
thine heaven — the reward is prepared; 
the day of deliverance is appointed i the 
hour of redemption draweth nigh. We^ 
who now go forth weeping, Ihall doubt- 
lefs come again with joy to the manfions 
of everlafting reft. The ranfom is paid — 
there is neither accufation, nor judgment, 
nor eternal death for them that repent, 
and obey the gofpel. It is God that juf- 
tifieth — Who is he that condemneth ? 

Let 
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Let us follow thee, O gracious Sa- 
viour, whether in life or in death. In 
^ur laft moments let us remember thine* 
Teach us to commit our departing fpirits 
imp the hands of a faithful Creator and 
moft merciful Redeemer. Lord, the 
eye of faith beholds thee on thy crofs— 
it beholds thee, meekly bowing down 
thine head, as thou givefl up the ghoft, 
and all the fears of mortality vaniih 
away. If thou didft freely lay down thy 
life for us, ihall we repine, and murmur^ 
when we are called upon to forfake the 
world, and go unto our Father ? Shall 
we confider death only as an objedt of 
horrour, when thy fufFerings have taken 
away its fting, and removed its malig- 
nity ? Hadfl: thou not died, it had 
been ftill a tyrant : now, it is a vanquifhed 
(lave. 

Happy are they, who during their 

life fo walk with God, as to refign 

themfelvcs to his guardianfhip, with 

S 4 humble 
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humble confidence, in the day of their ■ 
diflbludon. Fearful and miferableistk . 
ftate of that man, who muftpart^rith 
his foul, to go he knows not whidier. 
Surrender it he muft — if Satan hath pot 
fefled it during life, can he hope that 
God will receive it, at its departure? 
" The foul that finneth it £hall die." 

Had we no foul, we could but lead i 
fenfual life. O thou who pouredft out 
thy foul unto death, keep it ever incur 
remembrance, that we are thine, and 
that we are on our progrefs to our Fa- 
ther's houfe. How fafely, how confi- 
dently fhall we pafs through the gates of 
death, under the guardiai^ip and pro- 
teftion of that all-merciful Being, who 
created, redeemed, renewed us — ^who 
doth proteft, preferve, eftablifh us— 
and who will beftow on us the crown of 
immortality ! 

Lord, while our fouls dwell on earth, 
they arc fubjed to infinite mifcries— 

dif- 
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empcrcd by paffion — aflaulted by 
-vexed by temptation. Above, in 
cloudlefs regions of joy, are none of 
e enemies to our peace. How Ihould 
e othcr^^dfe ? This is the place of 
pilgrimage — ^that, our home : this, 
wildernefs — that, our Land of Pro- 
: : this, our houfe of bondage — that, 

glorious kingdom, where the fer- 
s of Christ Ihall reign with their 
i for ever and ever. 
.RE we then unwilling to refign this 

fpirit? Do we linger with fond 
*ty in this world of forrows ? Where 
rlove, our hope, our joy in believ- 
Where our remembrance of his 
ious death, whom we now behold 
is crofs ? O God, let us glorify thee 
arth — let us 6nifh the yrork which 

giveft us to do. Then let us, 
jmbie tranquillity, furrender into 

hands that immortal gift which we 
ired from thee — fo fhall we behold 

thy 



±66 THE CRUCIFIXION. 

thy prefcncc in lighteoufncls ; and when 
we awake up after thy likcncfs, wc fliall 
be farisficd with it. 



£ a67 ] 



C. 

THE CRUCIFIXION, 

§ IV. 

ND now, O bleffed Jesus, how 
rouRy have carnal eyes mifVaken 
circumftances and intention of this 
laft and moft glorious work ? Our 
inefs could of itfelf fee nothing but 
and ignominy — but our under- 
lings, enlightened by thee, contem- 
:, in this thine humiliation, both 
)ur, and happinefs. Lo, thou that art 
nediator between God and man, the 
iciler of Heaven and earth, art lifted 
•etween earth and heaven, that thou 
htft deliver u$ from going down to 

•the 
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the pit, having ranfomed us fromdc- 
ftruftion. Thou, the great Captain of ! 
our falvation, the Conqueror of all dej 
adverfe powers of darknefs, art exalted 1 
on thy crofs, as on a triumphal charioti | 
that thou mightft trample upon deadii i 
and lead the adverfaries of our falvauoo • 
manacled after thee. Thofe arms, ex- 
tended by the violence of thy perfecutor^ j 
are flretched out to all mankind, em- \ 
bracing them with thy mercy, and in- '^ 
viting them to the benefits of thine all- i 
fufficient redemption. Even while thoo 
fufFereft, thoureigneft. Can thine en^ 
mies difgrace thee with their miferahfc 
fcofFs, their poor wretched indignities! 
Lo, the heavens declare thy righteous- 
nefs, O LoR D, and the univerfe Ihews forth 
thy power. The fun ceafes to give light— 
the earth trembles, as if it (huddered at 
the wrongs done to its Creator— the 
focks are rent — the veil of the temple is 
torn in pieces— the whole frame of na- 
ture 
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; acknowleges the dominion of that 
OF God whom man deipifed. 
IN and hell have done their woi-ft. 
lu, O Saviour, art in thy Paradife, 
)rious over the malice of men and 
k. Thy facred remains are yet not 
from violence and infalt. The fol- 
1 part; thy garments, and call lots 
thy vcfture; (glorifying thee, and 
ling the fcripture by their procecd- 
) The Jews fue for permiflion to 

thee yet further indignities, but 
fue in vain. Thy garments could 
be whole — thy bones could not be 
en— one inviolable decree over- 
both. Thine enemies look on that 
fs corfe, as if it were altogether at 

mercy — ^little do they know the 
1 which is fet on that precious body. 
>ite of all the gates of hell that word 
lethfure, " A bone of him fhall not 
broken." 

Mean- 
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MsANWHiLEi. that no part of the di* 
vine predi£&on may remain unaccom- 
plifliedy he, whofe bones might not be 
broken, jfhall be wounded in his fldh— 
he whofe fpirit was returned to God, 
muft yield his lail blood, even after his 
diffolution. " One of the fbldiers witk 
a fpear pierced his fide, and forthwith 
came there out blood and water ; -anl 
he that faw it, bare record." Malice ii 
wont to end with the life qf its^jcft— 
here, it furvives it. Wh^t means this 
fuperfluous barbarity ? Wlhat commif- 
fion was there for fuch an atrocious aftf 
Pilate had given orders to break the 
bones of the living; not to pierce the 
fide of the dead. How muft indignation 
have been joined to forrow in the hearts 
of thofe friends and followers of Christ, 
who ftood weeping by his crofs, when 
they beheld this facrilegious outrage! 
But, O God, when we look up to thee, 
and confider that thine infinite wifdom 

can 
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turn ai^>arent evil into certain good^ 
le we abhor the cruelty of thine ene- 
s, we blefs and adore thy mercy^-« 
very wound proclaims the facred of- 
of Christ, and the truth ofinfpi- 
an— They shall look on Him 

DM THEY HAVE PIERCED. Bchold 

Rock which was fmitten, and the 
ams of life flowing out ! Behold the 
itain fet open to the houfe of David, 
fin, and for uncleannefs! This is 
who came by water and blood, even 
us Christ — not by water only, but 
water and blood. O Saviour, by 
: water we are waflied, by that blood 
are redeemed. The lafl: memorial of 
love towards thy Church reprefents 
fe two facraments which in thy life 
e inftituted by thee — the water of 
dfm, which is the lavcr of regenc- 
on — the blood of the new teftament, 
J for the remilTion of our fins-^thefe, 
ether with that Ipirit which thou didft 

furrender 
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furrender to thy Father, arc the three 
Witnesses on earth*, agreeinginooe, 
and expreflive of the iacred xiiuon d 
perfons in Heaven, who are co-eternal 
together and co-equal in the God- 
head. 

The Roman officer and his band, 
who were placed as guards round the 
crofs of Jesus, beheld the miraculous 
events which attended his crucifixioo. i 
They beheld them with unprgudiccd 
eyes. They were free from all malice 
and bigotry, and therefore capable of a 
more ingenuous confcffion than the ran- 
corous and cruel Jews — *^ Now when 
the centurion, and they that were with 
him, watching Jesus, faw the earth- 
quake and thofe things that were done, 
they feared greatly, faying, " Truly this 
" was die Son of God." 

♦ See I Johnv, 7, 8. 

No 
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To marvel that thefe men confeflcd 
nuch — ^how could any fpeftator dcv 
Twife than conFcfs it ? The evidence 

fufEcient to bring convidion to all 
ikind, and caft them at the feet of 
r crucified Redeemer. But fome 
ds are, obdurate againft -every gene- 
> impreffion — the cold heart of un* 
ef is prooif ag^nft demonftration it- 
While Pagans were melted, Jews 

the moft part) continued impeni- 

and unrelenting. 
^ET even of that nation, fonie behold* 

whom envy and partiality had not 
refted in this atrocious murder, were 
ken with juft aftonilhment, and 
te their breafts, and with paflionate 
ures fpake what their tongues durft 
How many muft there needs be, 
this univerfal concourfe, of them 
>m be*^ad healed of difeafes, or fed 
niracle, or convinced of fm, or be* 
ced in fome fignal manner cither in 
JL.IV. T their 
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their own pcrfons, or with refpeft to 
others dearer to them than thcmfclves! 
Thefe, (though deeply afiefted with the 
Ihameful indignities offered to their ac- 
knowlegcd Meffiah) are in fome mca- 
fure comforted, when they fee thofe aw- 
ful demonftrations of the Godhead of 
Him in whom they had believed Dif- 
tracted in their minds, while they com- 
pared thofe fufferings with that omni- 
potence, they trembled in the midft of 
their joy. As yet their faith was in its 
bud, their knowlege unconfirmed— 
^^ If he were the Son of God, how could 
" he die? If he were not the Son of 
*^ God, how could thefe things be ?'* 
Soon fhall his refurreftion from the 
dead, his afcenfion into the heavens, re- 
move thefe clouds of apprehenfion— 
now, their hearts could not but endure 
the conflift of thoughts hard to be re- 
conciled. Meanwhile, they glorify GoD) 
and ftanding amazjei at what they be- 
hold, 
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hoIcl> look forward with anxious expe£t« 
ation to the events which may follow. 

But chiefly thou, O bleflcd virgin, 
the holy nnother of our Lord, how many 
fwords were fattened in thy foul, while 
landing by the crofs of thy Son, thou 
didft behold him thus defpitcflilly treated, 
thus nailed, thus bleedings thus dying, 
thus pierced ! How did thy troubled 
heart then recal the words reported to 
thee from heaven by an Archangel, at 
the annunciation, that " He fhould be 
great, and fhould be called the Son 
of the Higheft" — the prophecies con- 
cerning him— the adoration of the fhep- 
herds — the appearance of the ftar — the 
journey of the eaftern fages — the won- 
ders of his early years — thofe fuperna- 
tural works of his, the folemn, the in- 
conteftible proofs of his divinity ! How 
was every tender thought awakened in 
thy bofom by his pjous care of thee in 
his dying moments ! What deep hor- 
T 2 rour 
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rour poffefled thy fenfes, when thou 
heardeft him exclaim, " My God, my 
" God, why haft thou forfakcn me?" 
But when, feeing the heavens bear a pirt 
with thee in thy diftrefs, feeling the 
earth tremble no lefs than thy felf, find- 
ing a dreadful cojicuffion of the uni- 
verfe proclaim the deity of Him who 
would thus fufFer and die, remember- 
ing his frequent predidlions of drinking 
this bitter cup, and being thus baptized 
in blood — when, beholding thefe won- 
ders, thou didft begin to coUedt thy 
fcattered thoughts, thou couldft not but 
refume thy courage, and take comfort 
in the affurance of future bleffednefs. 
More than once had he predifted his vic- 
torious rifing — he had openly profeffsd. 
that Jonas was his type, and had pro- 
mifed in three days to reftore the ruined 
temple of his body. '' The juft Ihall 
live by faith." O holy Mary, that faith 
of thine in his enfuing refurreftidn, and 

in 
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s triumph over death, gives thee 
life— chears thy drooping foul — bids 
* fupcrior to thy fears and forrows — 
reprefents to thee Jesus whom thou 
feeft dead and defpifed, as living, 
ortal, glorious* 
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THE RESURRECTION. 

TRUE merit feeks not to obtrude 
itfelf on public notice; and^ till it 
be called on to the exercife of a6livc 
virtue, remains in peaceful obfcurity. 
During the life of the blefled Jesus no 
mention is made of Jofeph of Arima- 
thea — yet was he eminendy rich, and 
wife, and good — a worthy, though bafh- 
ful difciple of our Saviour. Faith may 
be referved, but will not be cowardly. 
Now he Hands forth, and craves the 
body of Jesus. 

No 
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No doubt the centurion had related 
to Pilate the miraculous circumftances 
attending on the crucifixion of Jesus. 
His heart tells him he had done too 
much already, in lentencing innocence 
to death. The body, by his permifljon, 
is taken down, wrapped in fine linen, 
curioufly wafhed, and embalmed. O Sa- 
viour, thou, who hadft not where to lay 
thy head when living, haft not a grave 
nrfiere thy lifelefs remains may be depo- 
fited. The faithful Jofeph refigns his 
tomb to thee, who liveft for ever and 
ever— whofe foul is in Paradife, whofe 
Godhead is every where. There, purely 
wrapped, and fweetly embalmed, thy 
facred body is committed to its repofe. 

And are ye not now at reft, ye Jew- 
i(h rulers ? Is not your hatred dead and 
buried with its objeft ? Has not Pilate 
mihiftered enough to your envy and re- 
venge ? O rancour not to be terminated 
by death, malice and hoftility that can- 
T 4 not 
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not die ! The chief priefts and Pharifecs 
came together tmto Pilate, faying, " Sir, 
** we remember that this deceiver fjud 
*' while he was yet alive. After three da^s 
" / will rife again. Command therefore 
" that the fcpulchre be made fure till 
" the third day, left bis difciples come 
** by night, and fteal him away, and fay 
" to the people he is rifen/' "* 

How fbll of terrour and perplexity is 
guiltinefs ! Thefe men were not more 
troubled with envy at Christ when 
alive, than with fear of his refurreftion 
now he is dead. But what expedient can 
fecure them? Pilate confented to his 
death — but who can keep him from 
rifing ? How fain would thefe Jews 
think him a deceiver, whom they knew 
to be no lefs true than powerful ! La- 
zarus was in their thoughts — that man 
was no phantom — his death, his reviv- 
ing were undeniable — Christ, who 
raifed Lazarus, predicted his own refur- 

reftion — 
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reftlon — ^what need wc any other wit- 
nefles than the mouths of thefe inveterate 
cnenfiies? That which he would do, 
they cx>nfeffed he foretold — that the truth 
of his word might anfwer the power of 
hiis deed> and that both might prove 
him to be the God of truth and power. 
But now the fepulchre muft be fe- 
cured. A mafly ftone, a ftrong guard, 
muft be provided — that ftone muft be 
fealed — that guard appointed under the 
direftion of the Jews. O, madnefs of 
vain men, who think, by force or arti- 
fice, to fruftrate the counfels of the Al- 
mighty ! How juftly does the Lord of 
all the world laugh them to fcorn in 
Heaven, and delude them in their own 
devices ! Bleffed Saviour, how convinc- 
ing is the evidence given to thy refurrec- 
tion, by the malicious ftratagems of thine 
enemies! How irrefragable a proof of 
thy rifmg is afforded by their fruitlefs 
and abortive ftratagems ! 

The 
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The devout women who had wept at 
the cro(s of Jesus^ palled their fabbatk 
in grief, and hope> and wonder. Thcjf 
thought on the prodigies which attended 
his death — they forrowed at the remem- 
brance of his fufierings — ^they treaforcd 
in their hearts the frequent and clear 
predidtions of his refurredlion. No 
fooner is it lawful for them to vilit die 
fepulchre, than they repair thither, 
(though the morning has fcarcely dawn- 
ed) to beftow their humble oblations. 
Had they been aware that Jesus was 
alive, how would they have haftencd 
with redoubled ardour ! We know that 
our Redeemer liveth — "Joe know where 
he is. O Saviour, how cold, how heart- 
lefs is our love to thee, if we do not 
make Ipeed to find thee, in thy word and 
facraments! if our fouls do not fly up to 
thee in all holy afFeftions, and fcek thee 
where thou mayft be found ! 

At 



THE RESURRECTION. ftSj 

At the tomb of Jesus every thing 
combined to fill thefe pious women with 

> horrour. The place was iblitary and . 
fepulchral— the time, night— the er- 
rand, the vifitation of a dead corpfe.. 

. All this is eafily overcome by their zeal- 
oxis love* They had followed him in 
his fufFerings, when the difciples left 
• him— 7they attended him to his crofs> 
vjfeeping— they went with him to his 
grave, and beheld how Jofeph had laid 
him— even there they leave him not, 
but return once more to pay the laft tri- 
bute of their duty. They were not ig- 
norant, that both Jofeph and Nicode- 
mus had brought odours to thofe facred 
remains — but they reft not fatisfied with 
the zeal and piety of others ; they bring 
an offering of their own. O Lord, 
what advantage is it to us, that thofe a- 
round us are diligent in their duty to 
thee, if we are cold and heartlefs in thy 
fervice? We may rejoice in their vir- 
tues — 
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tucs — ^but if we add not our exertions to 
theirs, a day will come, when we (hall 
with horrour fee ourfelves excluded from 
thofe regions of blifs, to which others 
fhall be called by their Lord, 

The holy women, when they were 
prefent at the fepulture of Jesus, had 
noted the iTtner grave-ftone, which Jo- 
feph fitted to the mouth of the tomb. 
This they are anxious to remove. 
" Who (hall roll away the ftone*?" That 
other more weighty load, wherewith the 
vault was clofcd — the feal — the guard 
kt upon both, came not into their 
knowlege. This was the private ploc of 
the Jews, and Pilate, beyond the reach 
of their thoughts. 

How well do we fucceed, when we 
go faithfully in the difcharge of our duty, 
and leave the event to God ! Lo, his 
power hath removed that obftacle which 
his vifitants aftually feared, and that 
which they would have feared, had they 

known 
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1^^ inown of its exiftence. The Itone is 

[^ tolled away — the feal is broken — the 

maffy rock 'is removed — the guards are 

^ dilperfed. God fends an angel from 

above, the earth quakes beneath, the 

foldiers efcape in terrour and aftonifli- 

ment, the tomb is opened, Christ is 

rifen, his enemies are confounded. Who 

• are we, wretched mortals, that we Ihould 

attempt to controul the defigns of our 

Creator ? There is neither wifdom, nor 

underftanding, nor counfel, againfl: the 

LOR-D. 

O MARVELLOUS pomp and magnifi- 
€ence of our Saviour's refurreftion ! The 
earth quakes, the angel appears, to de- 
monftrate that univerfal power belonged 

■ to the divine perfon nowrifmg. At the 
diflblution of his human nature was an 
earthquake — at its re-union, is an earth- 
quake. While he lay in the recefles of 

' the tomb, all was ftill — now, when he 
came, a Conqueror over death, " the 

earth 
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earth trembled at the prelence of the 
Ijokd, at the prefenceof the God oi 
Jacob/' O Saviour, thou didft h 
down in weaknefs, thou didft arife ii 
power and glory — thou didft lie dow 
4IS a man, thou didft arife as a God, 

What a lively image haft thou give 
us of the dreadful majcfty of the gcncr 
refurreftion, and thy fecond appearance 
Then, not the earth only, but the pov 
<rs of heaven fhall be fhaken — ^not fon 
few graves fhall be opened, and fon 
faints appear, but all the bars of dea 
fhall be broken, and all that fleep 
their graves fhall awake, and fland i 
from the dead before thee — not fome o 
angel fhall defcend, but thoufand tho 
fands of thofe glorious fpirits fhall i 
tend on thee, the great A^gel of t 
Covenant. If thefe foldiers were 
filled with terrour at the earrhquake a 
the appearance of an angd, that fcarc 
«ny breath remained in them, how fl 

th 
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ibine enemies, O Lord, abide that day 
when the earth Ihall reel to and fro, the 
•elements fhall be in flames around them, 
and the heavens ihall be wrapped toge- 
ther as a fcroU ? 

The terrified foldiers faw the counte- 
nance of the angel vivid and radiant as 
the lightning — both they, ^nd the wo- 
men, beheld his garments fhining, and 
white as fnow — fuch a prefence became 
his errand. In the paflion of our Lord 
xhe fun was darkened, and all things 
were clothed in heavinefs — At his refur- 
reftion, the inhabitants of heaven cele- 
brated his triumph with fuitable tokens 
of feftal joy. They could not but par* 
take of our happinefs to fee the work 
of man's redemption thus completed. If 
there be joy among the angels of God at 
the converfion of one finner, what mufl 
be their rapture, when a world of finners 
were perfcftly ranfomed from death, and 
,reftored to their falvation ? It is their 

perpetual 



288 ^ THE RESURRECTION, 

perpetual employment to praife thee, 
blefled Jesus — behold a new fong is put 
into their mouths: thou, the God of 
light, haft vanquiflied all the powers of 
darknefs : thou, the Lord of life, haft 
fwallowed up death in thy glorious vic- 
tory. 

Certainly, if heaven can be capabk 
of any increafeof joy, never had thofc 
blefled fpirits fo great a fubjeft of exuk- 
ation as on this day of thy rifing. How 
much more fhould we men, whofe na- 
ture thou didft aflume, for whofe fake 
and in whofe ftead thou didft fuffer, and 
die, whofe fouls are delivered by thy 
death, whofe bodies fhall be raifed by 
thy refurredtion, how much more Ihould 
we be overjoyed at the contemplation of 
this work of divine power, and incon- 
ceivable mercy ! 

Behold now, though weak and in- 
fufficient of ourfelves, yet in the confi- 
dence of our Saviour's refurreftion, we 

dare 
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lare boldly challenge and defy the ad- 
^erfaries of our falvation. In fpite of all 
heir power and all their malignity, we 
re fafe. 

Is it fin that threatens us ? Lo, our 
Redeemer by his rifirig proclaims our 
cliverance. Our furety was caft into 
!ic prifon of his grave — had not the ut- 
loft farthing been paid, he could not 
avc come forth. He is come forth — i 
!ie debt is difcharged and cancelled. 

Is it the wrath of God ? Wherefore 
\ that, but for fin ? If our fin be ex- 
iated, that peril is at an end. If our 
laviour hath fufFered for us, how can 
^e, imagine that we fliall fufFer in our 
wn perfons ? . That infinite juftice will 
ot be doubly paid. " It is Christ that 
•died — Yea, rather, that is risen. 
' Who is he that condemneth ?'* 

Is it death itfelf? Our Saviour over- 
ame death by dying, and triumphed 
vcr him, in returning from the grave. 
Vol. IV. U How 



190 THS KESUEHECTIOK. 

How can we fear a conquered enemy? 
What harm is there in die ferpent, but 
for his fting ? The fting of deatb is 
fin— /ifrtf/ is taken away by the power of 
our Redeemer — it cannot now harm us» 
though we cany it in our bofom. 

O GREAT and glorious Saviour, we 
blels thee for thy deaths but we bkfs 
thee more for thy refurreAibn. Thy 
death was a work of wonderful humi- 
lity— of infinite mercy : thy refurrcdk» 
was a work of infinite power— of trto- 
fcendent ma]e(ly. In die one was hu- 
man wcaknefs — in the other, divine om- 
nipotence. In the one, thou didftdicfor 
our fins — in the other^ thou didft rife 
again for our juftificadon. 



ciu 
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CII. 

THE I^ESURRECTION. 

§ n. 

THE repentant Peter, and the difci- 
pic whom Jesus loved, haftened, as well 
IS the pious women, to the tomb which 
Jofeph of Arimathea had appropriated 
to our Lord. They haftened, but they 
bund only the fpoils of death — the grave- 
:loaths wrapped up— the napkin which 
bad been about the head of Jesus, folded 
together, and laid in a place by itfelf. 
They faw, and they returned in amaze- 
jient. 

Jh their fpeed to the fepulchre fociety 

iad been forgotten — they flew on the 

U 2 wingfi 
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wings of zeal to fee what was become of 
their Matter. Their defire is equal- 
but John, with the aftivity of youth, 
arrives before his fellow-apoftle* Stand- 
ing aloof, he contemplates the fcpul- 
chre — Peter firft enters into its re- 
ccfles. Such was their happy competi- 
tion, each endeavouring to be nooft ar- 
dent in the enquiry after Christ I Yet 
ftill is their faith unfettled and feeble— 
they knew not the fcriptures^ — they went 
away more aftonifhed, than confident- 
more full of wonder, than of belief. 

The apoftles are gone — but Mary 
Mary Magdalene remains at the mouth 
of the cave, weeping. As (he weeps, 
ihe Hoops and looks down into the fe- 
pulchre of her Lord. 

Holy defires cannot fail of anfwer- 
able fuccefs. There ihe fees two glo- 
rious angels, the one fitting at the head, 
the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain. Peter and John were 

ncwijr 
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newly come oet of the fepulchre — they 
faw not thefe celeftial vifitants. That 
iMiexpefted radiance prefents itfelf to the 
eyes of the devout penitent, whofe heart 
was fo taken up with thoughts of her Sa- 
viour, that even this fudden wonder can- 
. not interrupt her tears, or conftrain her 
to filence. To their quellion {^^fVby weep^ 
^^ eft thou?'') her ready anfwer pro- 
claims, " They have taken away my 
<* Lord, and I know not where they 
" have laid him." God and his angels 
tdce notice of every tear of true devo- 
tion. Of whom doft thou complain, O 
devout foul? Who hath removed thy 
Saviour, but the power of his own God- 
head ? Turn back thine eyes, and fee 
him (landing by thee, whofe abfence 
thou lamented ! 

She turned about and faw him — but 
fhe knew not that it was Jesus. His fea- 
tures, his habit were not his own. O 
Saviour, it is thy good pleafure to ap- 
U 3 pear 
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pear in various fbrms^ for the inftrudioB 
and benefit of thy children. Sometimes 
thou wilt (eem a ftranger— Ibmetimes an 
enemy — ^(bmetimes a poor man-r-lbme- 
times a miferable captive. Happy arc 
we, if in extending our kindnefs unto 
one of the leaft of our chriftian brediren, 
we can bring an oblation unto thee! 

For a while the Lord of life conceals 
himfelf from his faithful convert — ^he be- 
holds her tears — he hears her importu* 
nity, and enquiries. At laft, (as the 
patriarch could not contain himfelf be- 
fore his brethren*) the compaflion of Je- 
sus turns the forrow of this mourner into 
joy. He faith unto her, "Mary!" She 
was ufcd to the name, to the addrefs, 
to the accent. Before, her Lord had 
Ipoken to her as a ftranger — ^now, as a 
friend, as a Mafter. The good fhep- 
herd calleth his fheep by name, and 
they know his voice. 

^ GeneHs Xlv. i. 2.3. 

She 



THE RnURRfiCTlOK. I95- 

Sns tumeth herfdf, and faith untq 
him, ** Rabboni/' which is to fay, 
^ Matter/* Her eyes had again been 
fixed on the angels— ^this word dircfts 
them to the facred objeft of her folici- 
tude. We do not righdy apprehend 
thcc> O Lord, if any creature in hea- 
ven or earth call away our attention from 
thee. The angels were bright and glo- 
rious— -thy appearance was even now 
that of a fcrvant — yet when (he I^ard 
thy voice, (he turned from the fplcndid 
vifion, faluted thee with the name of 
Matter, and fell down before thee with 
pallionate geftures of admiration and de*> 
light. 

But wherefore, O Saviour, doft thou 
check thefe effufions of joy ? . Where- 
fore doft thou fay to her, ^ Touch me 
** not ; for I am not yet afcended to my 
" Father ?'* Was it, that her thoughts 
were fixed too intently on thy bodily 
prefencje ? Was it, that her eagerocia 
U 4 fccoved 
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iecmed to imply a fear of diiappoint- 
aicnt, as if flic beheld only a viQonary 
form, which was not to make a length- 
ened abode upon earthy before its afccn- 
fion to glory ? O Lord, even our well- 
meant zeal in feeking and adoring thee 
may not be faultier. If we have known 
thee after thy flefli, henceforth we know 
thee lb no more. Could we fav, "*' Here 
*' didft thou dwell, here didft thou take 
" thy repofc, here wert thou crucifiedi 
'^ here buried, here didft thou arife, 
** hence didft thou depart unto thy Fa- 
*' ther," we Ihould dwell with delight 
en the memorials of thy prefence — ^but 
if we {o fix our contemplations on thee, 
as not to look to xhc/piritucl part of thy 
benefits, the power and virtue of thy re- 
furreftion, our knowlege is vain and un- 
fruitful — we have need to be inftrudted 
again in the firft principles of the go- 
Ipel of Christ. 

No 
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No fooner art thou rifen, than thou 
'i^akeft . of afccnding — that is the con- 
fummation of thy glory, and of ours in 
thee, " Go to my brethren, and fay, 
" I afcend unto my Father and your Fa^ 
" tber^ to my God, and your God.'* . 

To whom doft thou fend her'? " Go, 
"tell my brethren." Alas, who were 
thy brethren ? Had not thefe men for- 
faken, denied, abjured thee ? O admir- 
able humility ! O infinite mercy ! At 
fii^ft they were thy Jervants — afterwards 
Hiy friends — now, difregarding their im- 
perfect fervices, thou doft not difdain to 
call them brethren. When we confider 
our offences, they are heinous — but 
when we look at thy mercy, " Who 
*^ fhall feparate us from the love of 
^ Christ i" Yet even now, finners as 
we are, we are thy brethren — brethren 
in thee, who art afcending for us — \n 
thee, who haft made thy Father our Fa- 
ther, thy God our God. 

The 



H^t THE RESintRECTION. 

The difciples^ whofe flight had Icat- 
ccrcd them at the fcizurc of their Matter, 
were now re-aflembled in fecrct. Sail 
were they fearful— ftill were the Jews 
malicious* With what joy and wonder 
did they receive the tidings of dicir 
Matter's refurreftion and life ! Lo, 
while their thoughts and difcourfes arc 
taken up with fo happy a fubjeft, his 
own miraculous prcfence bids their fcnfcs 
witnefs his reviving, and their own hap- 
pinefs. When the doors were fhut, 
where the difciples were aflembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and ftood 
in the midft, and faid, ** Peace be unto 
"you!" O Saviour, they who once 
trembled, fuppofing thee a fpirit, when 
before thy crucifixion thou didft walk 
upon the waters, could not now behold 
thee returning from the grave without 
aftonifhment, and even terrour. Thy 
mercy haflens to difpel thefe fears — after 
thy wonted greeting, thou fheweft them 

thy 
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thy liands and feet, ftamped with the 
iitiprcffion of thy recent fufFerings, Thy 
reipiration argues the truth of thy life, 
rhou breatheft on them, as man — thou 
giv^them thy Spirit, as GoD---and, as 
Sod and man, thou fended them on 
he great errand of thy gofpel. 

All the mills of doubt, fear, and ig- 
norance are now difpelled — the fun 
breaks out at once, and darknefs is re- 
moved for ever. They were glad when 
they faw thee, O Lord ! They remem- 
bered the marvellous works which thou 
hadft done — ^the proof of thy deity gave 
them confidence, and thy prefcncc filled 
them with joy. 

We cannot but be lofcrs by our ab- 
fence from holy affemblies. Where wert 
thou, O Thomas, when the reft of that 
facred band were met together ? Had 
thy fear put thee to fo diftant a flight, 
that thou wert not yet returned to thy 
fellows ? Wherefore wert thou not pre- 

fent 
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fent, to partake of that divine infpiratioiv, 
which taught them to rejoice in God 
their Saviour ? They faid unto thee, 
"^^Wehave feen the Lord." Is there 
no certainty but in thine own fenfcs? 
Thefe tongues are commiffioned to con- 
vert a world — and art thou the firft to 
refufe thine affent to their word ? Had 
not thy divine Matter foretold to thee, 
with the reft, that he muft be crucified, 
and the third day rife again ? Is any 
thing beyond the reach of divine omni- 
potence ? 

Blessed Lord, how juftly mightft 
thou have left this man to his pertina- 
city ? It had been no marvel, if he had 
been fuffered to remain in his unbelief. 
But O thou good Shepherd, who wouldft 
leave the ninety and nine to go after 
one that was gone aftray in the wilder- 
nefs, how careful wert thou to bring this 
wanderer back again into thy fold ! Thy 
difciplcs were once more fo met toge- 
ther, 
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dicr, fuch was the feafon, fuch the place, 
when (that unbelieving apoftle being 
prefent) thou didft Hand in the midft, 
didft fingle him out from his fellows, 
and, offering him the demonftration he 
required, didft exhort him " not to be 
•'faiehlefs, but believing." 

Behold^ thy mercy as well as thy 
power hath melted the heart of thy {ttx 
vant. *^ Thomas anfwered and faid lin-^ 
^ to him. My Lord, and my God." 
The fenfe of his Mafter's omnifcience 
fpares the labour of all further difquifi- 
tion. He believed, and therefore he 
fpake — " My Lord,, and my God!" 

Happy for us was that diftruft, 
which occafioned fo perfeft evidence of 
Christ*s rifing, whereon all our falvation 
depends, and produced that clear and 
explicit atteftation of His divinity, who 
thus arofe. Thomas acknowleges not 
only the refurreftipn, but the Godhead of 
Jesus, and his own happy intereft in 

both. 
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bodu Andoow, if dieyireblefledjivbo 
hxwt not iccnj and yet have bdievd, 
bkfled is he alioi who having thus (ccDi 
has dius bdieved— and bkflfcd art thovb 
O GoD» who out of evil canft produce 
goodj and canft aiake even the infirmi- 
dcs of diy children fubferWent ta Aj 
glory, the wdfaie of thy Churcb, the 
cQoifort and edificadon of mankind. 
Amen. 
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^ lli. 

IT 15 yet the refurreftion day; and 
hope^ fear, joy, forrow, reign in the 
hearts of the inhabitai^s of Jerufalem. 
The minds of fome of the dilciples arc 
yet fupportcd by hope. The proud Pha- 
rifecs and priefts are convinced, con- 
foundcdJ^ and afraid. The holy women, 
with a franknefs of difpofition congenial 

♦ For the prcfent Contemplation the Editor 
alone is refponfible. It was compofed by him at a 
very early period of his life, in imitation of the 
(lyle and manner of his venerable mafter. He has 
ventured to fubmit it at full length to the candour 
liberal criticifm. The readerneeds not, perhaps, 
to be reminded, that the events here dwelt on, 
precede J in point of time, thofe difciilTed in the lat- 
ter part of the load Contemplation. 

to 
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to their fex, arc equally convinccdy.^ and 
rejoice with joy unfpeakable j while 
many of thy followers, O Saviour, yea, 
of thine apoftles, are perplexed with 
anxious mifgivings, and their grief is 
die confequence of their incredulity. I 
niarvel at your doubtings, ye holy men; 
but I praife not the Pharifees, who, whik 
they are conftrained to believe the rcfur- 
rcdlion of Christ, would fain bury it 
in oblivion. Fond and foolifh priefts 
and rulers, fhall the diftributicn of your 
treafures avail againft the determinate 
counfel of God ? Shall a few bribes, 
difperfed among the terrified foldiers, 
ftop the progrefs of the gofpel? In 
vain have ye recourfe to your wretched 
expedients \ already the found thereof 
is gone out into all lands, and its words 
unto the ends of the world. Alas, yours 
is the faith of devils ; ye believe, and 
tremble; but ye neither repent, nor 
adore. 

Was 
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Was it cxcefs of grief, O thou wife of 
Cleophas, that prevented thee from at- 
tending' thine hufband in his journey to 
Emmaus? Or wert thou among the 
number of thoie, whofe fear and anxiety 
were dilpelled by the joyful confirmation 
of their hopes? Lo^ thy fpoufe yet 
doubteth, lamenteth, almoft defpaircth, . 
He was either himfelf a fpeaator, or he 
had heard thy doleful hiftory of the fuf- 
ferings of thy Lord. Thou didft attend on 
Christ in his journey to Calvary — thou 
didft ftand by his crofs — at both fad 
Ipcftacles thine eyes overflowed with 
tears, thine heart with forrow. What 
wonder, if thy fpirit funk within thee, if 
thou refufcdft to be comforted ? Yet 
would I fain think, that thou wert 
one of thofe pious women, who brought 
their odours to the tomb of their Sa- 
viour. If foj thou who didft fow in tears, 
hadft by this time reaped in joy ; and 
Vol. IV. X thow 
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thou hadft already that confolation, which 

was delayed to thine hufband. 

Be this as it may, he feeketh elfcwhcrc 
for a companion in his travel. Woe to 
him that is^ alone — for when he falleth, 
he hath not another to lift him up. 
" Two of them went together." The 
difciple naturally diredeth his choice 
to one of his afflifted brethren. There 
are no aflbciates fo difcordant, as the 
afBifted and the chearful heart. Cko- 
phas is deflrous of one, to whom he 
may pour out the bitternels of his foul, 
and who will not turn a deaf ear to his 
lamentations. 

It were ftrange, had they difcourfed 
of ought, but the death and paffion of 
their innocent Matter. Thecircumftances 
of his paffion were frefh in their memories. 
The perfccutors of Jesus diffembled the 
perturbation of their fouls, and feemed 
to enjoy their triumph; while the 
thought of his refurredion was nearer to 

his 
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his difciples'' wifties, than their hopes — 
it was a bleffing, the accompliftimcnt 
whereof they had not faith abfolutely to 
cxpeft^ yet which they were unwilling 
utterly to relinquifb. In the mean time. 
He, who they trufted (hould reign, had 
worn only a crown of thorns 5 his fceptre, 
a poor reed, the inftrument firftof his 
cneniies' cruelty, next of tjbcir infolence. 
He, tawhoro they had imagined the fove- 
reigns of the earth Ihould pay allegiance, 
was only mocked by the fcornful pro- 
ftrations of his tormentors. It was no 
loyal voice that proclaimeid, " Hail, 
^* King of the Jews !" He cried aloud, 
he gave up the ghoft, and the expefta- 
tions of his difciples feemed to die with 
him. Hope deferred maketh the heart 
fick. Bewailing their lois, and lamenting 
the fruftration of their d^fires, ** They 
talked together of all thcfe things, 
which had happened." 

X2 Lo, 
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Lo, whilft they reafon on the fubjeft 
ncareft their hearts, Jesus cometh, and 
joineth himfelf to their company. Now, 
may the forrowing difciples ceafe from 
their painful difquifitions. Their Mafter, 
for whom they mourn, whom, though 
loft to outward fenfe, they love, appear- 
ed! befide them. Thou art always prc- 
fent with us, O blefled Jesus, but ne- 
ver more eminently fo, than when wc 
difcourfe, when we meditate of thee. 

I HEAR no exclamation of joy from 
the mouth of thy companions — woe is 
me, they know thee not, O Saviour! 
Their eyes were holden, that they fhould 
not be fattened with accuftomed delight 
on the face of their heavenly Mafter. 
While we are clothed with mortality, we 
fee thee, as through a glafs, darkly — 
Lord, let thy kingdom come, even thine 
everlafting kingdom, when we fhall be- 
hold thee face to face, and fhall know, 
even as we ourfelves are known. 

Christ 
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Christ is rifen from the dead, but 
no outward fplendour accompanies his ap- 
pearance. He feemethto them aftranger, 
and a traveller like themfelves. And in 
very deed, O Jesus, thou wert what thou 
feemedft. Thou wert newly arrived from 
Edom, with dyed garments from B©z- 
rah * i the robe of viftory was ftained 
with thy precious blood. Bearing the 
trophies of thy love, thou cameft from 
the regions of darknefs and milery,. 
travelling in the greatnefs of thy ftrength._ 
One more glorious journey remained for 
thee, bleffed Lord, from this earth to 
thine Heaven, e'er thou enteredfb uito 
thine everlafting reft, and fatteft down 
triumphant on the throne of thine al- 
mighty Father. 

The difciples do not peevilhly fpurn 
at their new companion, nor does his 
prefence bring their melancholy dif- 
courf«s to a clofe. Yet I marvel, O 

♦ Ifuiiih Ixiii.i. 

X3 ^^- 
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Saviour, diat thy firft queftion be- 
trayed thcc not — ^ Wherefore areyeJadV 
Lo» thou whofe office it was to wipe 
tears from all eyes, canft not behold, uq- 
moved, the (<mx>ws of thy fincere^ thou^ 
mi%uided followers. " Wherefore arc 
ye iad V* Thou muft needs put on a 
iemUance of curiofity, to dilguife thy 
pity. 

And haft thou found one, O Cleo- 
phas, to whom thy fad narrative fhall be 
mew ? Alas, the bloody tragedy which 
thou lamenteft was long— the fcenes va- 
rious — the acbors many — the beholders 
innumerable. Thy Mafter was dragged to 
Annas, to Caiaphas, to Pilate, to He- 
rod, then back to Pilate, and laft of all 
t^ his crois. Even Pharifees and Sad- 
ducees were as one — ^Rome and Jeru- 
falem kiffed each other — Pilate and He- 
rod caft their heads together with one 
confent, and were confederate againft 
the Lord's Anointed. Well mavft thou 

wonder 
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wonder at the fpeech of thy new afloci- 
ate. Well mayft thou fay, " Knoweft 
" thou not thefe things ?^" 

Christ again^fpeaks as one defirous 
of information, and Cleophas delays not 
to anfwer. Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth fpeaketh. Thine inmoft 
foul, O difciple, was full of the paffion 
of thy Lord; and lo, thou delivereft 
thipe unadorned tale. There is a pa- 
thetic fimplicity in real forrow, far ex- 
ceeding all the pomp of oratory ; the one 
perhaps may gratify the ear, but the 
other moveth the heart. Thou wilt 
pour forth thy grief in thine own words> 
and unburthen thy mind to the attentive 
ftranger. A prophet, a mighty pro- 
phet, condemned to death, crucified; 
the hope of thofe who looked to him for 
the redemption of Ifrael, apparently va- 
nifhed— ftudied eloquence had been un- 
feafonable, had been well nigh criminal> 
in a ftory like this ! 

X 4 And 
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And doft thou acknowlege him for 
a Prophet, O Cleophas, mighty both in 
word and deed, and yet wilt thou dertjr 
thine aflent to the moft fblemn of all Ms 
prediftions ? " The Son of man fliaH 
*^ fufFer many things, and Ihall be 
'* killed, and fhall rife again the third 
" day." That facred tongue, which 
once privately, and twice publicly, 
had burft the bands of death, and 
ranfomed the daughter of Jairus, die 
widow's fon, the beloved Lazarus, from 
the power of the grave, that facred 
tongue had pronounced the irreverfible 
fentence— " In three days I will rife 
" again." Nothing but truth could 
ever fall from the lips of thy Matter. 
Though all the power of men, though 
all the malice of devils combine to annul 
the decree gone forth from his mouth, 
they (hall be difmayed, confounded, over- 
come. Hath he faid, and fhall he not 

do 
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do it? Or hath he purpofed, andlhall 
(hall he not make it good ? 

'* We /n(/?^i"— O Cleophas, and 
doft thou truft no longer ? Shall I 
more wonder at thine impatience, O 
pious, yet miftaken, difciple, or pity 
thy forrow under this cloud of dcfpon- 
dency ? Ther^ are fome minds, which 
ire backward to crccUt even what they 
moft wifli to be true. Over careful- 
neis is as liable to errour, as the boldefl: 
prefumption. 

Far be it from me to arraign thee, O 
[ervant of God ; yet methinks the very 
mention of the Third Day might have 
brought home to thy mind the words of 
;hy Mafter, which on that day were to 
liave their completion. Couldft not thou 
:arry a few hours longer, e'er thou aban- 
loneft thyfelf to fo much grief? Some- 
ivhat was to be gathered from the teftimony 
3f the pious women; doubtlefs the body 
(vas removed from its tomb j why was 

it 
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it Impofllblc for Christ to have arifcB, 
and yet for thcc not to have feenihy 
Lord ? The day, though " far fpcnt" was 
not over. , Was the righteous Branch of 
David no more to be ftayed on, than 
the gourd of the prophet, which one 
day Jheltered him, and the next withered 
before the fun? When thy Ueflfed 
faints, O Lord, are thus falliUci 
O let us not be too fevere in con- 
demning our frail, brethren ! Which of 
us, who know thee rifen, can prefume 
to fay, that, had we been in the place of 
Cleophas, we fhould not have miftrufted, 
have lamented, like him ? 

Now the divine ftranger breaketh 
filence — ** Oh fools, and flow of heart." 
Are thefe the words of the Saviour ? Is 
it thus he addrefleth his children? Of old, 
when the righteous Lot meekly ad- 
drefled the inhabitants of Sodom, " I 
" pray you, brethren, do not fo.wick- 

'' cdly," 



THE RESURRECTION, 3I5 

dly/' he was rudely told, " This 
*llow came in to fojourn, and he 
nuft needs be a judge." O the dif- 
nj:e of holy and obdurate hearts ! Thy 
iples, OLoRD, patiently receive this 

bitter reprehenfion, although thou 
[left to them a^ ftranger. Thou, O 

of God, kneweft not how to give 
ering titles : nor are they offended 
I this thy feeming churliftinefs j but 
ieftly wait the fequel of an exhorta- 
, fo roughly commenced. Hadthyfol- 
ers returned thee an angry and contu- 
ious anfwer, thou hadft not honoured 
n with the full manifeftation of thy- 
But though their faith was feeble, 
r humility abounded. Thou findeft 
n not unworthy of thy favour ; and, 
: a Ikilflil phyfician, poureft into the 
inds of faithful reproof the pre- 
js balm of fpiritual comfort. "Ought 
lot Christ to have fuffered thefe 

" things. 
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" things, and to have entered mto his 
" glory ?"^ 

Forgive me, if I envy you, Oyc 
Wcfled difciples, who thus drank largdy 
at the fountain head of the waters of cvcr- 
Jafting life. To hear our Lord's cBf- 
courfes on ordinary occafions, was ho- 
nour, was privilege, was happinels beyond 
expreflion; but to hear Christ prcadi 
Christ, to hear him expound, applyi 
interpret, the myfteries, the types, Ac 
prophecies of himfelf — ^furely never was 
he more confefledly than at the prefcnt 
moment, the Power of God, and the 
Wisdom of God. Had the road from Jc- 
rufalem to Emmaus been thrice three- 
fcore furlongs, in fuch company ye had 
trodden it with delight, neither had ye 
complained of the length of the way. 

At laft, they are arrived at the end 
of their journey. What marvel, if they 
are loth to feparate from the heavenly 

ftranger ? 
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ftranger ? If they reprefent to him the 
latenefs of the evenings and folicit his 
Hay with all the importunity of friend- 
Ihip ? Thy golpel, • O Saviour, pre- 
fenteth itfelf to the unenlightened foul, 
as (he goeth the pilgrimage of life, wea- 
ried with the labours and cares of a toil- 
Ibme journey. Shereceiveth thee, perhaps, 
as a ftranger -, and thy reproofs, though 
falutary, are fevere. But when wifdom 
cntereth into the heart, and knowlegc 
is pleafant to the foul, when the power 
of grace hath its perfeft work, and when 
the underftanding is opened to difcern the 
fcriptures, then, under thy guidance and 
fupport, fhe pafleth chearfully through 
this vale of tears j and at the clofe of 
life cannot endure the thought of parting 
from thee. " Abide with me^'* fhe cri- 
eth, " my Lord and my God — It is 
*' toward evening j the day is far ipent. 
*' Yet a litde while longer lift up the 

'' light 
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" light of thy countenance upon tne, 
" and fufFer me not in my laft moments 
** to fall away from theft — in the hour of 
" death, and in the day of judgmcntt 
" leave me not, neither forfake mc, 
" God of my falvation." 

The difciples perfuade> and prevail 
Christ entereth in — taketh bread— 
bleffeth it — they know their Matter, 
and lo, he vanifheth from their fig^ 
Yet may we not think, O Lord, diat 
thou didfl difappear, like an incorporeal 
phantom ; thine was a real, and mate- 
rial, though now an immortal body. 
That marvellous power, which twice 
refcued thee from the premature at- 
tempts of the Jews, now withdrew thee 
from the figlu of. thefe thy followers. 
Yet be of good cheer, ye fervants of 
my Lord — Ye (hall view him again on 
earth — ye fliall behold his glory for 
evermore in Heaven, 

Methinks 
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MethinksI fee the mute aftonifh- 
ment of thefe holy men, when they unex- 
pedtedly difcovered their Saviour — me- 
thinks I fee them, after his departure, 
gazing one upon the other in filent 
extafy. At length their joy and won- 
der find words — " Did not our hearts 
** burn within us, while he talked with 
^' us by the way, and while he opened 
^* unto us the fcriptures T* In thofe 
fcriptures, O blefled Jesus, art thou 
ftill to be found. Thy grace, like the 
fire of the temple, which came down 
from Heaven, is ever prefenc with 
thy word, to illuminate our dark fouls, to 
quicken our drooping faith, and give 
new ardour to our imperfeft obedience. 

And now they will no longer delay, 
but haften to inform their affiidedbre- 
thren of the joyful ftory. We do not hear 
them complain of the diftance from Em- 
maus to Jerufalem. We do not hear 
them fay, " It isevening, and the day is 

far 
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*^ far fpent ;'' though awhile ago they had 
thrown this obftacle in the way of their 
unknown Lord's departure. Faith lent 
you fpeedj O ye blefled di(cipleS| and 
joy was a lanthorn unto your feet, and 
a light unto your paths. ^ They role up 
the fame hour/' and meafured back widi 
delight the way they had pafled^ every 
ftep recalling to their minds^ and im- 
printing on their memories^ the lefloos 
of their heavenly Matter. 

Loj at their arrival, they find their bre- 
thren aflembled, and already poflefled of 
the welcome news — " The Lord is rifen 
" indeed.'* O glorious company of the 
apollles, who were then celebrating their 
Saviour in it may be the fame words, 
which at that moment the innumerable 
choir of angels were chanting to their 
celeftial harps ! O bleffed proclamation 
of peace and joy ! " The Lord is rifen 
" indeed" Whv art thou caft down, 

Ojiiv 
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O my foul, and why art thou di:{qTiiietcd 
\«rithiri mc ? Set thine affeftions on 
drings abovCj not on things upon 
the earth. O deaths where is now thy 
iting ? O grave, where is now thy vic- 
tory ? ^ The Lord is risen inx)eid." 
Amen. Hallelujah. 

But were notthineapoftlcs,0 Saviour, 
the men, who, when thou wcrt betrayed, 
when thou wcrt apprehended, ungrate- 
fully forfook thee, fled from thee ? Did 
not one of them in .particular deny thee, 
under an aggravation of guilt ? Yet, 
what do we hear ? '* The Lord is rifcn 
*^ indeed, andhathappearedunto Simon.*' 
yea,verilyj he was feen of Cephas, then of 
the twelve. Bleiled Jesus, thoukneweft 
the fincerity of thine erring apofUe, and 
wouldft not refofe thy gracious pardon 
to him, whofe penitent tears called loud- 
eft for comfort, peace, abfolurion. Yet 
thus, O Lord, to honour him before 
his fellows with a private audience, and 
Vou IV. Y like 
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like a mighty fi>ver€ign» to deUver frcfli 
credentials to thine ambaflkdor^ in the 
room of thofe he had forfeited--^ nun- 
de of condeicenfion and love ; wordiy 
of the God of unbounded mercy ! 

And now Cleophas and his com- 
panion relate their happy tidings. 
With what folemn attention did 
the apoftles hang on the words of 
their brethren! How did their holf 
tranfport increafe upon this new demon- 
ftradon ojf their Lord's arifing ! Chiefly) 
how were they filled with joy and won- 
der, O my Saviour, when they heard 
in what aft, at what moment^ thou rc- 
movedft the mift from their eyes, the 
veil from their hearts, that they might 
fee thee at once, and know thee ! What 
though thy glorified body be now in Hea- 
ven, yet art thou as virtually prcfent 
with the worthy receiver of thy holy Sa- 
crament, as thou wert with thefc thy 

fa- 
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favoured difciples. He feeth thee with 
;the eye of faithj and thou art knowk 

WTO HIM IH B&EAiClNC OF BREAD. 
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CIV. 

THE ASCENSION. 

HAD the Saviour of mankind confi- 
dered nothing but his own gIoiy> he 
would inftantly on quitting his grave 
have repaired to his celeftial throne- 
but He, who for our fakes vouchfafed to 
defcend from heaven to earth, would have 
due regard to the welfare of his fervants, 
as to the time of his return. His death 
had troubled the hearts of many; and 
thoughts of diffidence had feizcd the ho- 
lieft breafts — ^he therefore condefcended 
to remain upon earth, till his difciplei 
had received fuch proofs of his refurrec- 
tion, as incredulity itfclf could neither 
gainfay nor rcfift. 

Of 



THE ASCENSIOir. 325 

Of all this period, O Saviour,, thou 
only canft give an account— it is not for 
our finful and corruptible nature to trace 
the ways of immortality. Yet often wert 
diou pleafed to manifeft thyfelf unto 
men, not only appearing to thy difci- 
plcs, but renewing to them the familia- 
rity of thy wonted intercourfe, walking, 
eating, conferring with them, teaching 
them the things which concerned the 
kingdom of God, and at lad, before 
thy departure, ailembling them for a^ 
(blemn and alFeftionate benedidion. 
*' When he had fpoken thefe things, 
while they beheld, he was taken up, 
and a cloud received him out of their 
fight." • 

O HAPPY parting, fit for the Saviour 
of mankind, fuitable to that divine con^ 
verfation, to that fucceeding glory ! Let 
us at lead fo far imitate thee, gracioi^s 
Lord, as to go hence with a blefs-^ 
ing in our mouths — let our fouls,, when 
Y 3 they 
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dicv are called on to foiiake the worid, 
ani depart unco the Father^ leavebehiDd 
them a kgtqr of peace aod hap{»n^ 

Lord, wUther didft diou afcend 
from mount Olivet, but to thy celcffiai 
throne i Thou art gone up in triumph, 
and haft demonftrated thine univoial 
domin'um. The earth confefied thee her 
Lord, when at thy voice ihe reftored 
her beloved Lazarus, when fhe trem« 
bled at chy paffion, and furrendered the 
bodies of thy departed faints— ^e fea 
bare witnefs to thee, when it hulhed its 
waves in obedience to thy word, when 
»t yielded its abundant ftorcs at thy com- 
mand, when it became a pavement to 
thy feet, and to the feet of thy difciple. 
Hell found and acknowleged thee, in 
that thou didft vanquifh the prince of 
darknefs, even him that had the power 
of death. It now remained, that aa 
Lord of heaven thou fliouldft paft 
through the various regions of the air, 

to 
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to the habitation of thy holinefs and of 
thy glory ; that as all power was given 
unto thee, fo every tongue might con- 
fefe thy fuprenriacy in heaven, in earth, 
and under the earth. 

But how, O blefled Saviour, didft 
thou afcend ? While they beheld, thou 
wert taken up— fo taken up, as that the 
aft was thine own, the power of that aft 
only thine. Thou who defcendedft wert 
the fame who didft afcend, ftill and 
ever the Matter of thine aftions. Thou 
didft lay down thine own life — thou didft 
raife up thine own body — thou didft 
carry up thy glorified nature, and didft 
place it in heaven. The angels attended 
thee, they did not aid thee — thou didft 
not ftand in need of a fiery chariot, to 
waft thee to thy glory. As thou didft 
exalt thyfelfi thou wilt hereafter exalt 
thy faithful people. Thou Ihalt change 
this vile body, that it may be made like 
unto thy glorious body, according to the 
y 4 mighty 
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mighty wo^king^ whereby thou art abk 
to fubdue all things to thyfelf. 

As, after thy rcfurredbion, thou 
madeft choice of thofe eyes> whom thou 
wouldft blefs with the fight of thee, ma- 
nifefting thyfelf to five hundred at once, 
but avoiding the prefence of thine ene- 
mies and murderers: fo m thine afeen- 
fion, thou didft felefit a fufficient num- 
ber of witness, to attefl: thy miraculous 
reception into thy kingdom* They only 
behekl thine exaltation, who had (hared 
thy fliate of deep humility. Still doft 
thou deal thus with thy fcrvants, 
Lord, and we rejoice in the condition. 
If we will converfe with thee in thy lowly 
eftate on earth, partaking of the afflic- 
tions of the gofpel, we (hall in thine own 
time be made happy by the fight and 
participation of thy glory. 

What a fight was this of joyfial af» 
furance, of fpiritual confolation ! Be- 
hold the Saviour of mankind rifing in- 

fcnfibly 
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ftnfibly from mount Olivet, taking 
leave of his admiring difciples with gra- 
cious looks, with uplifted hands, with 
heavenly bcnediftions! O how unwil- 
lingly did their eager eyes recede from 
fo blefledanobjeftl How unwelcome 
was that cloud, which interpofed itfelf 
between them and their Miafter, leaving 
behind it -a glorious Iplendour, as die 
bright track of his afcenfion!^ With 
what geftures, what exclamations of at* 
tentive wonder did thefe tranfportcd be- 
holders follow thee their triumphant Sa- 
viour, as if they would have looked 
through that cloud, which hid thee from 
them; to the empyreal heaven ! 

But oh what tongue of the higheft 
Archangel can exprefs the welcome of 
thee, the Lord omnipotent, into thofe 
blefled regions of immortality! God 
afcended with a fhout, and the Lord 
with the found of the trumpet. If, when 
he brought his only begotten Son into the 

worlds 
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worlds he fiud^ ^ Let all the angels 
*^ worihip him^" much more now, that 
he afcends on high» and hath led o^- 
▼ity captive, hath he given him a name 
which is above every name, that at die 
name of Jesus every knee (hould bow. 
If the heavenly hoft rejoiced at the mo- 
ment of his birth, on his entrance into 
that ftate of humiliation and infirmity, 
with what congratulations did they re- 
ceive the Conqueror of hell and death, 
returning from the complete atchievc- 
ment of man's redemption ? '* Lift up 
" your heads, O ye gates, even lift them 
** up, ye everlafting doors — and the 
•' King of Glory fhall come in.'* 
Thoufand thoufands miniftered unto 
him, ten thoufand times ten thoufand 
flood before him. ** Worthy is the Lamb, 
" that was flain, to receive power, and 
" riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and 
" honour, and glory, and bleffing. Blefs- 
" ing, and honour, and glory, and power, 

be 



THB ASCENSION* jjl 

^^ beunto Him thatfitteth upon tbethrone^ 
** land to the Lambj for ever and ever.** 
And why do we not join the celeftial 
choir ? Why are we not filled widi 
traniports ofholy jpy^ to behold our hu* 
man nature thus affociated with the dl^ 
vine^ to ice the Son of Man exalted 
above all the powers of Heaven^ adored 
by Angqls and Archangels^ crowned 
with inexprefliblc and eternal majefty ? 

Lo, for our fakes, thou, the fore- 
runner and captain of our falvation, art 
entered into thy glory, and prepared the 
way for thy fcrvants. How ftudioufly 
ihould we follow thee in feith and love, 
in humility and long-fufFering----how ar- 
dently fhould we afpire after the man*- 
fions of blifs ! Oh teach us to follow 
thee in the conflift, that we may parukc 
of thy triumph, and may fit down with 
thee on thy glorious throne. 

Among the multitude of angels who 
witnefTed thine afcenfion, fome are com- 

milTioned 
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miflSoned to attend on thine aftoniffied 
difciples^ and to comfort them with the 
affurancc of thy return. Arrayed in robes 
of light and joy, they came to teftify) 
that thy talk was done, thy viftory ac- 
complifhedi and the crown placed upon 
thy head; And fliall not our tranfports 
equal thofe of thine angels,, when with 
die eye of feith we fee thee dtus afcended? 
It is for us,. O Saviour, that thou art 
gone to prepare a place in thofe blifsful 
abodes — it is for us that thou makcft 
thine all-powerful interccflion. While 
thou wert on earth, thou didfl pray to thjr 
Father, that they whom he had given 
thee might behold thy majefty — whither 
thou art gone, though we cannot follow 
thee now, yet we fliall follow thee after- 
wards. In the aflfured hope of future 
bleflfednefs, we are filled with joy un- 
fpeakable, and full of glory. This is 
our God — ^we have waited for him, and 
he will fave us. This is the Lord — we 

have 
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have waited for him — ^we will be glad 
and rejoice in his falvatipn. 

" Ye men of Galilee^ why ftand ye 
*' gazing up into Heaven^" O ye ble0ed 
fpirits, what eye could .but be intent on 
the path whereby the Son of Goo was 
afcended to his throne ? How could 
they do otherwife than fix their admiring 
looks on that cloud which had received 
their Mafter out of their fight ? Never 
could they have gazed fo eagerly as now. 
Their treafure was in heaven — ^their 
heart was there alfo. Not with any in- 
tention of convejnng reproof not with 
any defign of checking the zeal and fide- 
lity of the difciplea^ did ye addrefs them 
in this language. Ye would have them 
ftill behold him j but with the eye of 
faith, and of hope, and of joy. ** Tbis 
^^ fame Jesus, who is taken up from you 
" into heavenyjballjo come^ in like manner 
" as ye have Jeen him go into heaven^ 
^^ Look not after him, O. ye wondering 

dif^ 
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'< diiciples» AS fo departed that ye fhall 
^ fee him no more. If he be gone, he 
^ h not loft. Thofe heavens which hsive 
** received him Ihall reftore him. Yt 
^ have ieen him afcend on jdie chariot 
** of a bright cloud — and in the clouds 
•* of heaven ye (hall fee him defcend at 
•* the laft day to judge the world. He 
** is gone — ^rejoice that ye have an Ad- 
^* vocate in heaven. If it be forrow to 
^* part with him, it is comfort and fcli- 
" city tomedkate on the place whither 
** he is gone. If his abfence begriev- 
** ous, his return (hall be happy and 
*^ glorious." 

Even fo. Lord Jesus, come quickly! 
In the mean time, neither can heaven fc- 
parate thee from thy children, nor can 
earth detain them from thee — raife up 
their fouls to a life of faith with thee — 
let them ever enjoy thy converfation, 
while they expeft thy return. 

Holy 
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" Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of 
Hofts ! Heaven and earth ate iuU of the 
majefty of thy glory. When ;thou hadft 
overcome the (harpneis of death, thou 
didft open the kingdom of Heaven to 
all believers/* 



FINI« 




f.,<^ ./■ " 



